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My Dear Siſter , 


Expect Tou ſhould 
ſomewhat wonder, that 
after having for ab-we 
Elevin years been 
careful to keep this 
following Letter from the Publick 
View , and that too notwithſtanding 
the Sollicitation ( nt to ſay Importu- 
nity) of divers Illuſtrious Perſons , 
and even Tour Commands , to Releaſe 
it from its Coafinement 3 1 ſhould now 
et length give way to its Paſſing A- 
B 2 broad 
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broad into the World, and its making 
You 4 Publick and Solemn Addreſs. 
It bere'o e judging my- ſelf oblig d to 
give Tou an Account of a Paper, for 
wli:h Tn bave been long plzasd ſo. 
Highty and ſo Ubligingly to concern}. 
Your jelf, I muſt, to remowe Tour 
IWonder , inform Y-4 , That I am fe- 
duc'd to this Pubir ation in my own 
Defence. For, whilſt | was far from 
Dreanting of permitting this Epiſtle 
to paſs out of my Cloſet , it happen'd 
that a broken Copy of it did by I know 
not what Misfortune for me ) fall unto 
the hands 0' a Neceſſetous perſon, who 
would needs perſwade him/elf, that , 
by Printing it , be might relieve ſean 
of bis preſent Wants; and thereupon 
proffer'd to ſe'l the Copy for a ſumm 0 
Mony. But my good Fortune leading 
him to a Stationer, to whom my name 
was nt unkyown , he, wery exvilly 
ſent me forthwith notice of the Pro 


poſetion 
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poſition that was made bim , and after 
came bimſelf to acquaint me, that the 
Copy, about which he ha4 been treated 
with , being but One of Two or 


_ Three-that were then abroal, ſome or 
other of them would, qneſtionleſs , ſoon 
fend the way to the Pre Ss, i bis unwel- 


come Accident did little leſs roubl? 
than Surprize me 3 for, Beſudes that it 
impos'd on me the Neceſſity of a Pub- 
lication | bad ſo long declin'd , and bes 


frdes that I knew, that Comes gne Trecti- 


'es relating to 


poſures of a wery differing £*1530m#"; 
Nature being expeCted from Philoſophy. 

me , the appearing of I his , inſtead of 
Them, would make this Vnwelcome 
to many , thongh it had fewer Imper- 


feclions than it bas : Beſides theſe 


things, © I ſay ) my Sight was then, 
and is ftill, ſo impair d by a diſtemper 
im my Eyes; andibe Hours I could diſ- 
poſe of were ſo pre-ingag d to Philoſo- 
| B 3 phical 


p1 Ee ec icatory, 


pbical Themes , that I could not pro- 


wiſe my ſelf ſo much as to Read it over 
before its gring to the Printer. But 
conſidering after all this, that the Copy 
] bad by me was like to prove more 
Full, and fs Faulty, than any of 
thoſe that ſome endeavour d to ob- 
trude upon the World, T thought it leſs 
Inconvenient to venture mine 0Wn 4» 
broad, than to run the hazard of a Sur- 
reptious Edition of a Diſcourſe , that 


could ſo ill bear the appearing with | 


any other Blemiſhes than thoſe it 


brought with it into the World from 


my Pens Ani therefore, baving put it 
into the bands of Perſons, whoſe emt- 
nent Abilities, the more Knowing part 
of the Nation bas long and juſtly ad- 
mir d, and begg d ther Impartial Opi- 
mon and Caſtigations of it , ( giving 
them entire Liberty to Alter or Ex- 
punge whatever they dif{iC'd 3 ) and 


nding 


finding ( by baſtily turning over the 


Leaves ) that their Caſtigations were 
onely enough to let me ſee, that they 
bad heedfully read tt ower ;, and were 
accompanied with Encouragement , 
which care was taken to keep me from 
looking upon as meer Complements : I 
let it go to the Preſs , without ſo much 
as baving once Perus d it , ar beard it 
read over, fouce the Stationer firſt gave 
me the Advertiſement I told you of. 
Which I made the leſs ſcrupleto do , 
becauſe a Critick , whoſe Tudgment 
and Piety I much reverence, ſeriouſly 
endeavoured to perſwade me , that I 
ought not in Conſcience to decline pub- 
l;ſbing , what be was pleaſed to think, 
proper to Kindle or Cheriſh the Flames 
of Divine Lowe in the BreaSts of the 
Readers, Andmy HaSte it ſelf did af- 
terwards Promiſe me theſe Advan- 
fages , That notwubStanding my 

B 4 Book's 
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Book's not coming forth ſooner , I 


ſhould not loſe the Excuſe of Youth 
I had when it was Written : nay, and 
That the Faulty paſſages which may 
be met with in it , will perhaps be 
charged upon thoſe that ſuffer d them 
to paſs Uncorrefted, when they had 

o abſolute a Power to Expunge or 
Reform them. Theſe, and the likg Mo. 
tives, having induc'd me to conſent to 
the Publication of the following Let. 
ter , I needed not deliberate long, To 
whom 1 ſhould add-eſsit. For, fince 
that Accompliſh'd Lindamor, whom it 
ſo much Concern'd, has left the IVorld, 
there is no Perſon init to whom this 
Addreſs is any thing near ſo due, as 
wnto Ton, dear Siſter. It was at that 
Delicious Leeze, whereTou are now 
the Miſtreſs, that this Letter was writ- 


ten; andit was of Tou that I borrow'd 


thoſe bours 1 ſpent in writing it. 
| 'Twas 


a. eCoea_ aa. aw ito i. oa» a oS ena as SS: ak © aM©@ Sams © 


ou 
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, I} Twas to You that 1 fhew'dit almoit 


uth 
and 
ray 


be 


Sheet by Sheet, before I reſol#/d to 

end it away. 'T ts You that can beſt 
Excuſe the Imperfeiions of it , as 
knowing not only the more Obvious, but 
the more Private Awocations and other 
Diſadvantages, among which it was 

enn d, * 13s Tou that bave ever ſince 
dollicited me to divulge it , and have 

wen methe greateſt Encourazements 
to do ſo,not only by thoſe Sollicttations 
which imply'd Tour Own favourable 
Opinion of it, but by procuring me ( by 
Concealing or Difguiſeng my name) the 
anſuſpected Opinions of divers com- 
petent Tudges. In a word, this Addre/s 
belongs upon ſo many Scores to Tou, 
that I could not make it any where elſe, 
without manifeſtly Wrenging Tou. 1 
know, Dear Si$ter , that it is Not uſu« 
al to Dedicate Books to ſo near a Ke- 
lation ; andthat it Is uſual in Dedica- 
tory Epiſtles , both to Depreciate what 


one 
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one bas Written , and ta Extol the Per. 
ſon that one Writes too , eſpecially if 
it be one of Tour Sex and Quality, But 
You know tov, that I never ſwore Alle. 
giance to Cuſtom , and therefore will 
not, I ſuppoſe, wonder to ſee me as lit« 
tle Sollicitons to conform to it on This 
occaſion as on Others. In an Age, when 
fo few Perſons have Merit enough , to 
keep that from being F lattery , which 
ſhould be but Praiſe, I am not at all 
Ambitious of caſting my ſelf upon the 
unhappy Neceſſity, of either Flattering, 
or appearing Kude , when by better 
chooſing tbe Cbjets of my Adareſſes, I 
can, as Occaſton requires, give Praiſes 
without Untruth, or forbear them 
without Incivility. Nor dare I preſume, 
that a Lye ceaſes to bea Fault, by 
being put into 4 Dedicatory Epittle ; 
as Antiently the Hurtful Beafis forgot 
their Pernicious Natare, when brought 
180 
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er. | into the Ark. Not to mention , that 
if | Books of Devotion hawe generally 
ut | the ſtrange and unbappy Þ ate, of being 
Le. | Leſs Welcome to them that Moſt , than 
All | to them that Leſs need them. As for the 
it=|| Diſcourſe T preſent You, though My 
bis þ opinion of it may be gueſs'd at, by the 
Den Prevacy to which I haveſo long Con- 
tof fndit: Tet becauſe, as in Phyfick, to 
ch | bawe a good Opinion of the Medicine , 
all | and the DoGbor ;, ſo in Books of Dewo- 
the | tim ( which are a kind of Phyfick for 
wo, | the Mind) to have one of the Compo- 
ter | ſure, or of the Writer , both inclines us 
, I} to lo k after the Preſcriptions, and 
ſes | Advantages their Operations; For 
em this reaſon T ſhall ſay nothing to Diſ- 
1e, | parage a Diſcourſe, which is of a Na- 
by | ture to aim more at the being Pratiiſed 
le 3 | by the Readers, than the being Par- 
208 | don'd ; and ſhall not at all repine to ſee 
be | it find from the Publick, «s Favonra- 
# 0 ble 
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ble 8 Reception , as it has hitherto met 
with in Cloſets. And now , Dear vi. 
ſter, though I know Tou will not ; yet, 

I doubt , my other Keaders will ex« 
peg, that this Letter ſbould , according 
to the Mode of Epiſtles Dediratory , 
be Concluded wit!) Commendations of 
You, and Complements to You. It be. 
ing almoſt as much out of faſhion in 


ſuch Addreſſes to Omit giving pratſes, 


as tis to Believe the praiſes given on 
ſuch occaſions. But , though I can 
Praiſe Tou without either Disbeliev- 
ing my ſelf, or Fearing to be disbe- 
liew'd by any that knows You; yet , 
beſides that our Relation, and our 
Friendſhip, would make ſuch a Way of 


writing misbecoming me on All _ 


frons ; I know, Tour Piety and Tour 


Mode$ty, would peculiarly diſallow it 
upon This; wherethe Subje& I am 
to entertain Tou with 1s of | ad a Na- 

THre 
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ture , as would make a F launting Ad. 


dreſs, but a very Unſuitable Intro. 
dufion to it. The Nature of my I heme, 
as well as the Strifineſs of Tour Vir. 
tue, and Our Friendſbip , forbidding 
me here to celebrate Ton, otherwiſe than 
by letting the World ſee, that I dare 
even in a Dedicatory Addreſs ,. with- 
out fear of diſpleaſing Tou, forbearto 
Celebrate Tou, And if it be demand. 
ed, Why then I refrain not likewiſe 
rom writing to Ton a Dedication ? 
I ſhall Anſwer , That I am unwilling 
to loſe this Opportunity of making 4 
Publick, Acknowledgment , that as I 
have the Honour to be Tour Brother , 
and Tour Friend , ſo T have the Tu- 
Ftice to think, it very much my Happi- 
neſſe to be ſo: eſpecially ſince Tow are 
pleaſed to aſſure me , That my Re- 
lation to Tow bas rather been the Oc- 


caſion than the Ground of a Friend- 
ſhip, 


wite Jedt - fo | 
to Profeſs my elf Ks beet Coml 
plement, Oblige me to be, with all the 


Sincerity that s Poſſible, 
f 
My Dear Siſter, 
Your moſt afteQionate 


Brother, and moſt Þ” 
faithful humble FF 
Servant , q 


ROBERT BOYLE. 
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As they were written ſome years 


fince, when ſome Intelligent Perſons were 
co have a fight of the tollowing Dilcouiſe. ) 


WS O prevent thoſe Scruples which elſe 
58 might ariſe tn the peruſal of the 

enſuing Diſcomſe, the Keader of it 
s 25 requeſted to take notice 

I, That though Ignorance bath 
been of late ſo much 1n faſhton with too maziy of 
our Toung Nobility, that ſome paſſages of the en- 
ſuing Papers may ſerm unfit to bave been writ- 
tento a Toung Gemtleman , yet the Perſon they 


Izere addreſt to, being both a Traveller , a Lin- 


guift, and a Scholar , it was not rmproper to diſ- 
courſe with him at the rate of ſuppoſing him ſo 
qualif'd, 

Il. That the enſuing Letter was zot written 
Single, being but the Laſt of Divers , wherein 
Love in general was Corf«(ſed,Juſitf d,and Ce- 
lebrated ; wherein the Recerued way of Making 
Love was Explicated, Defended, ard Oppoſed ; 
wherein Conſtancy and 1nconſtancy in Love were 
egued For and Againſt ; wherein Platonic 
Love was Explicated, Celebrated, and Derided; 

wherein 


A C T1ICMmenTtS Io Leader. 
wherein the Cure of Love was Propoſed 'and 
Proſecuted , wherein ( to diſpatch) the Contre- 
werted Points concerning Love were diſcours 
of i a wayſuited to the ſeveral Themes , andta 
the Humours ed Principles of the ſuppoſed wri- 
ters. But all the Former Papers , ( written ia 


 Complemeiit to a fair Lady ) thoagh weryfre 


from the guilt of etther Licentiouſys ff or Pro- 
phaneneſs, bave been by the Author judged ta 
little Serious, either to appear Alone , or to Ats 
company the enſuing Diſcourſe , wheretu be hg 
expreſſed bis Own Opimons , as tn the former be 
but deduced thoſe of Imaginary Perſuns, * +: 
HI. That a mg. Paper was to have been 
Atterded by axother, where the Properties an 
Dutres of Seraphick Love were to have been 
Explicated and inſiſted 07, but the Author , be- 
fore be had written that Other, accidentally meet- 
11g with a French Book , wherein, |» 4qmon Div. 
though what be had already Diſ- in. de Mr. dy 
courſed of were not handled , he Moulin. 
fouizd that much of what he had deſigned to ſet 
down was Anticipated ; aud the most pertinent 
Conſiderations bis intended Themes ſuggeſted , 
were Skiifully diſplayed already : be fear'd it 
might be Injurious tob1s Reader, and bumſelf,, if 
be ſhould either turs aTranſcriber of other's No+ 
trons, or decline the Beit thoughts belonging to 
his Theme , that the Leſs Good ones might paſs 
without ſuſpition: for his Own, 


IV. That 


Advertiſements to the Reader, 
IV. That the enſutig Trifle baving been writ- 
teu 1n Haſte, and by Swatches , amon; ſt diſtrating 
Avocations , aud farfrom Literary Accommodatt= 
018, ts freely ſubmited tg the Cenſure of Learned 
and Imparital Peruſers , ſpectally Druines : who 
are ty the Autor requei:ed to belreve tis miſtaking 
Paſſages , and Uinwary Expreſſions , ( if it contat 
airy ſuch ) toligie brenaltogetber Unintentional , 
and ſuch is they ſhall ever find it to be more than 
One Labour to make him Diſcern and Retraf ;, be 
being Reſulved, Ly God's aſſisi ance, to continue fil 
Ofſequtous eroug! to ail clearer Diſcoveries of 
Truth, to be able to ſay, Errarc Poſſum, Hxrecti- 
cus fic Nolo. Ard as bers on bis part ſo Re- 
ſigned, and ſo willizq to be Refiiti'd , ſo he expetts 
this Equity from thoſe, to whoſe Judgments be Sul = 
mits , that, co-1dering be 13::ended wat to write a 
Solemn aud Regular 1reatiſe , but a Private and 
Familiar Epiiile, they will paſs by ſuch Knaccu- 
rater es as are wont to be I.cidert toC ompoſures of 
this later Nature, He preſ«m'd be might ſometimes 
make Bold with the Vulpar Laws of 7 eiſes , treat= 
71g of an Eterutty that admits them not. He bop'd, 
that the Freedom taken iz ſoms of bis Expreſſions 
couceritng Love , and the wanted Objefs of tt , 
would be excus'd,, Ly us betng exatted by the De- 
fige be bad upon Lindamor, 1, « Dedication of 
though be bad not ( which yet he all the foremeori- 
has) otherwiſe accounted for it, gong OY 

He intends not to a1opt thoſe (to © 
C efren 
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oftener/oneous) Tras1tions of the Vulgar whence be 
ſometimes draws Compariſoas , that he may not deny 
bimſelf” the Lilerty taker: by the Generality of 
Writers ( without excep'is tie Learneder ſort, of 
them ) who ſcrupic wot tz Populay C ompoſures to 
make Sinites and Atluſtors grouzded on Popular 
Traditios and Perſiwaſiors. As for theſe common 
Places, which the #1ethod of our Anthor's Dif- 
courſ- a!!ow'd 14m not to Decline, he hopes the Rea- 
der will Df 5m by bis way of Vritiuig , that be 
loves to uſe them, wot as Tratellers , bat 35 Hunters 
wſ- the High-ways : For the Traveller, whenbe once 
gels tito the Road , makes it bis buſineſs to Keep 11 
it; whereas the Hunter, if be meets ove lying tn bis 
way, 1s 0t fond of Staying 11 it , but mmbly Croſſes 
it, or Trawerſes ſo much of tt , as is requiſite to be 
paſt through in the purſute of his Game, And 
laſtly , if tn ſome few Paſſages of the following Let- 
ter (:ſpecrally about the begtnning of it ) the Ex- 
preſſie,.s are ;fs Grave and Solemn than the De- 
ſigns; the Author hopes, that even They will yet ap- 
pear tolerably Serious , for the Aerteſt parts of a 
Letter, written by one Young Gentleman to another. 
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SOME 


MOTIVES 


To the Love of 


G OD. 


My Deareſt Lindanior, 
W2ry Am vcry much dclighied 
WE to karn,both by the voice 
£5 of Fame, and the Infor- 
6 mation ot much more 
credible Relators , that 
Hermioze's cold Ulage has cur'd you of 
the Feaver her ſcorching cycs had given 
you : And that when once you found 
your {clf rc{crved ro ſhew, what won= 
&rs her Eycs were able to perform, you 
ſcaſonably rclfolv'd ro become an In- 
ſtance of the power, rathcr of Reaſon , 
than of Love ; and accordtngly,did your 
ſelf the right to fruſtrate the vain hopes, 
your Inſulting Miſtreſs cherih'd to ma- 
C_ + nifcſt 
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nifcſt in you, That her Charms were ca- 
pable ro make your Flame perſevere , 
when hcr Change had made it as well 
cauſlc(s as hopeleſs. I could wiſh in- 
ded for your lake , that you owed your 
Curc more cntircly to your Reaſon, and 
leſs ro your Reſentment 3 Thatthe Ex- 
traction of your Freedom may no ways 
blemiſh ir. Bur ſince unallay'd Satis- 
faRions arc joys roo Heavenly, to fall to 
many mens ſharcs on Earth, I cannot 
bur conclude, that your Recovery even 
on theſe Terms deſerves I ſhould Con- 
gratulatcjrt. For, the French ſay truly, 
that Les plus courtes Foltes ſont les me- 
illeures, And Liberty _ too higha 
Bleſſing to be diveſtivle of that nature 
by Circumſtances ; I (that ſeldome de- 
p:ore him, who by lofing tus Miſtreſs 
recovers Himſclt ) think that Hermione 
has bur intentionally, not eventually diſ- 
oblig'd you and hath made your flames 
a beter rceurn, by reiioring you your 
own Heart, than ſhe could have done by 
exchanzing hrs for it. Bur that which 
not Icalt endcars to me your Recovery, 
i5, Thar I am affur'd by Perſons, from 
whom I dare Credit even ſo welcome 
News, that: my endcavours proy'd 0 
bappy as to be conducive to it, and that 

the 
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e Ca | ' 

ore | Confiderations I ventur'd to preſent 
well $ Y9Þ, did ar leaft lo far contribute to your 
\ in. | Freedome, as to give you the Dcfire 


and the Dcſign of regaining it, For I 
—Y hope, I need = tell 4 that I ſeldom 
Ex. uſe Endcavours, whoſe Proſpcrouſnc(s 
vav | 15 more welcome to me, than theſc,th ar 

YI aſpire to ſerve Lindamer, And though 
I cannot evcr pay you any ( 7: ar Ser- 
vices in relation ro my va''ly Greatcr 
Deſires , yctI can ſcarce do you Limnl- 
ones in relation to the Delig}.t reſulting 
ny from the having done you any. Nor has 

VF the Joy which this ſucceſs of my Diſ- 
courſes brings me, been ſparingly cn- 
creas'd by my having ventur'd them 
with much more Defire, than Expcaa- 


* tion of their Proſpcring 3 and | fs our «t 
| any ftrong hope they would ſucceed , 
iſ. than out of an unwillingncfs to leave thc 


mcans, I thought leaſt improbable, ur.- 
aſlay'd : bcing invited to excite you to 
b _ hopes,” than I durſt allow my 
JE ſelf for you 3 by the Example «4 Gene- 
| rals, who, wharſocvcr diſtruſtfu!] 
">| thoughts they harbour in their breaſts , 
ſuppouſc,thar (before rhe Bartcl) ro male 
: their Souldicrs fight ſuccelsfully, 'r's as 
well conducive as requiſite, by enccura- 


ging Orations, to make them thirk chcy 
= |C 3 ſhall 


Seraphick Love. 

ſhall do ſo. For, although I cndca- 
vour'd indeed to pcriwadeyou,that Rea- 
ſon being born Sovcrain of rhe Paſions, 
though her Len'ty or Supincneſs do 
ſomertmes both occaſron and permit 
their Ulſnrpations 3 She ts {cldom fo di- 
veſted of her Native Power, but that 
whenlocyer ſhe p'cal.th ro imploy 
what ſhe hath Icfr, ſhe 15 able toreſume 
what ſhe hath loſt : And thouzh I was 
willing you ſhould believe, that to pcr- 
fec& whar your Reſcntment had begun , 
was a Tack ſo cafte,thatthe Vidtory was 
as mu.h in your power , as the Refolu- 
tion of attempting it zYct notwithſtand- 
ing all this, I ſay, I was once halt pcr- 
ſwadcd, that to undcriake the Curing 
of a Lover was the next Weaknels to 
the being one. And, Lizdamur, to 
dcal ingenvorſly with you, your Reco- 
very hath circumſtances in it, thar make 
me vcry apprehcnlive, that you arc nor 
yer out b 4 dangcr ofa Relapſe, and 
that you have not halt ſo abſolutely a- 
bandon'd your former Amorous Con- 
ſtirntion of mind, as the former Idol of 
ir. I know that from a perſon, who, for 
one that hath never yet been hurt by 
Captd, is accuſed of ufing him ſlightingly 
and ſevercly enough, you will expedt En» 

dcavours 
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deavours to preſcrve you from Relapſes, 
by ſuch Giffvaſions from Love, as it3 
Votaries will {carce vou. hlafe ſo mil a 
Title to, as that of Invedtives againlt ir, 
And I ſhall Ingenuouſly acknowlcuve , 
Lindamor, that I have becn {umcrime» 
no very unready Satyriſt on that T.:cme; 
and witha pen, rclithing of tic Libcrry 
Icheriſh'd in my heart, cnde avour'} ro 
diſabuſe thoſe {ervile Souls, rhar bcing 
born to Reaſon, fo far degracd them- 
ſelves,a*5 to boaſt ſolcly an excc (5 of Vaſ- 
fion 3 and had ſuch low and narrow 
thoughts of Felicity and Miſcry , as to 
cxpcct cither from a Womans uſage. 
All whichI chought I migi:c che freelier 
do, becauſc having nevcr known the in- 
telicitics of Love, bur in che ſufferings cf 
others, I might probably ſuppoſe, thar 
my Declamarions againſt it would pats 
for the productions of my Reaſon, nor 
my Revenge. But, Z:1nd.mor, though 
the cxtravagancies of ſome mcns folly , 
have becn ſomerimestoo grcar, to let me 
avoid laughing ſomcwi.at Satyrically ar 
itz yctI am really roo little an enemy .o 
Love, unleſs exceſſive or mil-plac'd, b/ 
indiltint and disfiguring Cunlider>ri- 
ons to repreſent ro you the No!!! 
Paſhon of the Mind 3 45 1ts Rot 1 ic" 
*% 4 Oy5> 


Seft.r. 
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ous and Formicable Diſcaſe. 

To Love even with ſome Paſſionate- 
neſfthe Perſon you would Marry, is not 
only Allowable but Expedicnt, being 
almoſt neccflary ro the Duty ot fixing 
your Aﬀc@'on, where you have once 
cngagcd your Faith 3 For, it hath been 
obſ{crv'd, that Love dotii tcldom ſuffer it 
{clf ro be confin'd by other Matches 
than th;olc of its own making, And few, 
bur they, that are ſo Wile as they ſce 
cauſe ro be almoſt in Love before hand 
with thoſe they Marry,prove ſo Honeſt 
as aftcrwards to be in Love with none 
clle. Since therefore, the Marriage of 
a wiſe man ſuppoſes art leaſt as l1gha 
degree of Love, as he 1s capable to che- 
riſh without forfciting that Tile ; I can 
{ſcarce diſallow the being moderatcly in 
Love without bag injurious to Mar- 
riage, which is a Relation, thar though 


'I can with much lefs relutancy Permir 
others; than Contra my fclt 3 yur dare * 


I not abſolutcly condcmn a condition of 
Life, as expcdicnt to No man, withour 
which, even Paradilc and Innocence 
were not ſufficient to compleat the Hap- 
pincſs of the Firſt Man, Thus yon ſce, 
Lindamor, that I do not promiſcuouſly 
Quarrel with all ſorts of Love , bur en- 

; deavour 
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deavour onely to poſſeſs you with this 
Truch, Thar as antiently , among the 
Jews,there were odoriterous Unguents, 
which it was neithcr unuſual nor un- 
lawtull ro annoint rhemſclves with, or 
beſtow upon their Fricnds ; but there 
was 2 certain peculiar Compolition too, 
of a pretious Oyntment, which God ha- 
ving reſcry'd ro be employ'd in his own 
Service 3; with that, the Pcrtuming of 
their friends was Criminal and Sacri- Exod 3a. 
legious : Sothere are regulated degrecs 3 '» 3*- 
of Love, which *tis not forbidden to 
harbor for a Fricnd, a Miſtreſs, wr a 
Wife ; but there is roo a certain pecu- 
liar train, or ( if I may ſo call it ) kero- 
ick Temperament of Love, which where 
ever it iSfound, makes it belong, as un- 
alicnablc, as juſtly, unto GOL. A vi- 
tous Wife may love both hcr Huf- 
band's Relations and her own, ans yer 
be truly ſaid ro Love him with tr 
whole "heart 3; becauſe there is 2 certain 
unrivall'd degree of Kindncfs, and a pe- 
culiar ſort of Love, which counſtirures 
true Conjugal aff. tion, that ſhe con- 
fines to him, and rcſcrves intircly for 
him, and would think it Criminal ro 
harbour for any other Perſon : So a Re- 
ligious Soul may obey the Command ? 
O 
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of Loving Godecntirely, though ſhe : 
low her Aﬀe&ions othcr Ovjcets z pre 
vided, they be kept in a due Subordi 
tion to,and kept from entring into Con 
petition with that Love, wluch ought i 
be appropriated to Him z and which re 
ſulrs chiefly from, an cithcr alrogether F? 
or almoſt unincrcaſable Elcvation, an 
Vaſtneſs of Aﬀe&ion 3 from an entir 
Reſignment to, and an abſolute Dc pe 
dence on the Lov'd Party 3 from a reſt 
Icfs Diſquict upon the leaſt ſenſe 
doubt of her Diſpleaſurec 3 trom a grea 
ter Concern in hcr Intereſts, than ones 
own ; from an ExpeQation no leſs tharf £ 
Felicity or Wretchedneſs from he 
Friendſhip or Indignation ; or art leaſt; 
Perſwadcdneſs that northing- can be 
greater Happincſs than her Favour, or 
deſerve the name of Happincſs without 
ir, For, where ever a Paſhon has thc ' 
properties, or any of them conſpicuous 
in it; itcannor, but by being conſecrated 
ro God, avoid becoming injurious bot 5 
co Him and tot ſelf, The very Noble- 
ncfs of it entitles Him to it : As in ſome 
Kingdoms, ( and particularly here in 
England ) though Veins of coorſer Me- 
talls may belong to the Owner of the 
Soil they grow in , yetall the Mines off 
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the more perfe&t Meralls ( as Gold and 
Silver ) are by the Law made Mines 
Royal,and belong to the King, to whom 
their value appropriates them, By rc- 
ficting upon thus peculiar Notion of 
Love, you may be pleas'd, L:ndamoryo 
Finterprer ſuch Indefinite Expreſſions as 
Jyou may meet with in the following 
Diſcourſe. And this Love, I have ta- 
ken the freedom to ſtyle Seraphick Love, 
I ( not out of any affteRation of Tumid 
24 Words or Titles, but) borrowing the 
# name from ( it the Romiſh Divines be 
good Marſhals of rhe Heavenly Hoſt ) 
thoſe nobler Spirits of the Czleſtial 
Hicrarchie, whole Name in the Lan- 

ge to which it be- 


'F nature 3 and whoſe 


gelical Propher's My- 
.| iterions Viſion ) ſufficiently points at* 
the Divine Objc&, ro which the flames, 
that warm them, aſpirc and tend. And 


Mel me-thinks, LZizdimor, that you ſhould 
thelſ find it no faint Invitation ro embrace 
s off Scraphick Love, that you may have the 


Advantage, by making your {clt a Rival 
| to 


= 
- 


The Name Seropb'm, in He- 
Ongs, expreſics them brew, ſprings fan, Roort $x- 
to be of a Flamin rapb, which ſhgnifies to burn or 
flame : Whence, Numb. 21, 6. 
: : thoſe pernicious Creatures, that 
imploymenr(mentio- our Tranflators Erglith , #iery 
ned in the * Evan- Se pents, are ſtyled mthe Origi- 
nal, Hannechapm has-(craphim. 


Ifa. 6. 
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to theſe glorious Soirirs, ro make them 
your Fricnds, and the Honor to be in- 
gaged ina Service, where you are ſure 
of ſuch Illuſtrious Concurrents, Ar leaſt 
if you be of the mind of that generous 
Youth, (to whole ſucceſsfull Valour the 
Conquer'd World was both Theatre 
and Trophie ) who refus'd to Run at rhe 
Olympick Games, becauſe there were 
no Monarchs to run with him, But I 
fear, Lindamor, I have a little digrels'd ; 
fince I might have told you in fewer 
words, that it i5 not my delign in this Pa- 
per ro declame againit Love in g:neral, 
or make a ſolemn Harangue .of the 
Fickleneſs of Women 3; and that there- 
fore, as when young Gallants ( ſuch as 


pn hs 


you, L:azdamor) are tubject ro calt away 


\_- their Love upon unfitting Objc&ts, their 


diſcreet Friends, ( ſenſible of the truth 
of the Italian Comick's Obſcrvatiog , 
that 

Onest& contra' amore 

E troppo frale ſchermo 

In gioUtnetto cure, 


In youthful Hearts bare Veriue's 
wort to prove 

But a weak ſhield againſt the 
darts of Love.) 


w.thout 
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without taking any more than 
notice of their tormer fond and ſtragling 
Paſſions, reclaim them by cither march- 
ing them, or at lcalt ( in order thercun- 
ro) Engaging their addrefles ro Perſons, 
whoſe Beauty or Prerogatives may both 
irimate and confine their Aﬀeions: 
$01 ſhall now endeavour to prevent the 
furure Gaddings of your Love to Ob- 
jets , that cannot deſcrve ſo tranſcen- 
dent and difintercſt a one, as I have ob- 
ſerv'd yours ro have been 3 by preferring 
and engaging it to the True ObjeR thar 
Paſſion was born to, the Nobleſt it can 
alpire to, and the moſt Satisfying it can 
enjoy. Ycs, Ltudamor, as it has hither- 
to been my not-unproſperous Task to 
Un-hood your Soul, I ſhall now make 
it my buſincls to ſhow her Game to fly 
at. 1 ſcerhat Love in L1rdamoer is t00 
Noble and Predominant an Aﬀe&ion, 
robe cither Eafic or Fir to be deſtroy d, 
It will thcrcfore be my deſign not to 
Suppreſs your flame, brt ro Addreſs it. 
I w:\l'd it withdrawn from Hermzoze, 
not :0 Annihilate it, burtro Transfigure 
it, 1 would not have a Paſſion which 
wanted nothing, bur a duc Objca, to be 
Scraphick Love 3 like vulgar men, be 
(wallow'd up by Death, the —_ 
ace ; 
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fate : But be ennoblcd by a deſtiny like 
that of Enoch and Elias, who havi 
ceas'd to converle with Mortals, Dy'q 
not,but were Tranſlated into Hcaven. 
Whar has bcen ſaid already, Linda 
mer, hath, it ſcemes, ſuffic'd to reRifie 


i} 
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your Love; by Diſabuling it, and ſhow-ſ 


ing you, how unficly it was plac'd on its 
former Objc&s. Your proficicncy in 
That, invites me to procced with you to 
a new Lecflon, and (mindtull of that true 
Saying of an Eminent Father, Nemo a- 
liquem amat, quem 01: Uult e fſe mel orem) 
to endeavour to cxalt your paſſion by 
DireQing and Sctl'ng it upon an Ob- 
jet, the due Contemplation of whoſe 
Lovelincſs may cure as pert Rly all 
hurts received from any Mortal Beauty, 
as antiently the Sizhr of the Myſtcrious 
Serpent on the Pole did curc the hurts 
the fiery Serpents gave. For, fince to 
gaze Redfaſtly on an outward Bcauty , 
where all your looking will but diſcover 
the ſame face, is found ſo effcfnal to 
Kindle or to Blow the firc of Love, 
( which rhe Grecks prettily enough cx- 
#5 by their & 76 oxy yivereu Ts ti ) 

w mich mnt a due Contemplation 
enamour us of that Divine, and, though 
Refulgent, yet ever mote and more. Dil- 
covetable 
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overable objet, where Attention and 
'onder 1ti1] mutually cxcire and che- 

each other > VWhence the zealoul- 
and perfefeſt Lovers of God are 

> glorious Angels, of whom our Sa- 


{: 
hold the face of bis Father which is in ** 
aver ; and thoſe blefled Saints, whoſe 
mployment and whoſe happineſs is, in 


he Revelation, c eſt ro be, To follow Rev.,14 4. 


be Lamb whitherſoever he goes, And 

ſe unvlemiih'd Perſons are in that 
lace recorded to have kept themſelves 

ndefiled by morral Beaurics 3 to reach 
ns, thar the nearer and cleerer Intuition, 
that Heaven affords them of the glori- 
ous Obj: & of their Paſſion, was, nor 
the Cavlc of it, but rhe Recompence 5 
and that w:| they liv'd Exiles here on 
Earth, 'twas {uch aſpc<cvlarion, as I am 
recommending ( Lindamor) to You, 
where with they liv'd ( to borrow the 


| 


Expreſſion uſed of Moſes ) as ſeeing brm Feb. 11, 


who 1s #u1ſible 3, a Sight, whoſe Glory ?7: 
made them look on fading Bcauries , 
with as undazel'd and untroubl'd Eyes, 

as Eagles can be ſuppos'd to caſt on 
Glo-worms when they have been new- 

ly gazing on the Sun, 


Toengage your Love, Zindamor, to Set, 3. 


this 


ay5, that in Heaven they alwates Marth. 18: 
t 


, 
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this ſublimeſt of Obje&ts, I ſhall deſire,] 1; 
that all thaz I have ſaid to divert you 4 
tormcr flames, and all that I may ſay 
depreciate and diſcredit thoſe degrading 
and diſquieting Amours, that are wont 
t© 1nveagle Mortals, may be look'd upat 
as mea, rather by way of Prcparati 

than of Motive, aiming but to Diſabule 
and RcCific your mind,that with Com 
pos'd and yo gu gee thoughts b 
may judge of the Objce& I propole tc 
you. Whichro qualific you ro be buf ; 
impartial to, this Mcthod ſeem'd expe- 
dicnt 3 bcing bur imploy'd upon ſuc 

Score, as that on which the Platoniſts 
us'd to premiſe certain Virtues , which 


they ( ſignificantly enough) call'd Pur- 

gauve, rodiſpoſe and firthe Mind for theff | 

Reception of ſublimer truths. As Phy: 

licians ro clecr the Sight are wont to 

purgerthe Head, that the Eye freed from 

all darkning and _ Tin&ures, 
C 


may the more perte&ly diſcern the ob- 
jeGs preſented roi, And certainly, thef j 
; Lovel would perſwade, is of a nature, 
that makcs nothing more conducive to 
it, than the greatcſt Uncloudedacs c 
the Eye, and the perfcReſt Illuſtravon 
of the Obje& : which is ſuch, that thel / 
clcarclt Realon is the moſtadvamageo 


« gn 
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Light ir can defire to be-ſeen by: You 
know -the ſtory of that witty Wench, 
who us'd merrily to wiſh herLover- all 
good Qualirics bur a good Underſtan- 

ing x for Thar, ſaid the, - would make 
them-out of Love with mo. The Dis 
vige; Qbjc& ro: which I would : Prefer 
you,' Lrzdamor, is'lo tar from being ob- 
doxions ra; Danger of that. Nature:, 
har] nced nor. Dilparage arty orher to 
Enamour you of rhis. For, che Creator 
Froa-full of Excellencies to need to be 
4 recommended-cir. {tr off by the Crca- 
wre's Defets.' He was ſoverainly Love- 
ly in Himſclf,,. beforc they had a being, 
nor has his giving us that Phſhon, call'd 
4 Love, made himthec unfirter Objctt tor 
# it." To love God. but becauſe your Mi- 
4 firiſs has pcrſonal faults, is a greatcr , 
than -any of thofe for which you have 
decdlin'd her ; and is ſuch a Solceciſm in 
Seraphick Love, as it wcre inthe Pcrſt- 
an.Religion, (tor that has yer cmbracers 
in'the Eaſt, as thoſe, that haye there 
conbers'd with them;zaſturc me) to make 
the Spors that blemiſh the Moon the 
Motives: of their worſhipping the Sun. 
Hermane is a Lady, to whole noble Re- 
lations | am roo: much a {ctyant; nor to 
tavea Reſpe@ for ar and] cannot, 


WItliOut 
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-withour concluding her an Extraordi- 
nary perſon, remember how lately ſhe 
cnjoy'd the honour of C po Li 
d.mor .; and though ſhe has lince by in» 
urioully Declining, juſtly Forfeited the 
glorious Title of tus Miltrifs 3 yet the 
Qualirs, that gave irher, made me, a- 
mongd-vers orhers, like her ſo well,rhat 
; *ris now' my Quarrelro her, thatſhe 
not what ſhe Was. And therefore,whath}- 
evcr may tall from my Pen to herdilad- 
wantage, relatcs ro Her bur as ſhe was, 
or may again be, an Obſtacle ro your de 
votedneſs.to Scraphick Love. To ingage 
you to which, (all this notwirhſtandi 
Lindamor') I muſt do you the right to 
rcll you, that God deſerves rhe higheſt 
Elevation of your Love, though Her- 
mione had not rejeaed ir, Were ſhe 
not only as Handſome as you fancy'd 
her, but'as Conſtant as you wiſh'd her, 
her Beauty, and her Friendſhip roo con- 
curring, could not have made her other 
than, as Diſadvantagious as Injurious, 
a Rival unto God ; and,in the very Fru- 
ition ' of as obliging Returns as her 
-Kindncfscould have made your Paſſion, 
ſhe "would have deferv'd bur a more 
Moderate Degree of it, Angck, to 
awl.ony VVomen were-never falle or - 

n | 
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cþ, {pvc their Makcr above all things : 


ng ac tO whom St, Fobn preſents his Rev 22.4, 
Agoration, refuſed ir for himſclf ro di- & **: *- 


rc& ir unto God, VWonld nor your ſelf, 
Lindamor, havc thought your Hermune 

alutcly Handſome, though Moors 
had ngt-wern the Devils Liycry ; and 
#Rgiung call Deformity, had been as 
guch @ ftranger, as it is unwelcome to 


her ſex > 'Tis rrue ſuch i5 our fravlty, 


that, As the 1ſ-elites needed a crucl and 
opprefſiye Bondage in £gypt, to make 
hem reſolve on returning tothe Bleſſed 
and of Cazaan ; ſo oftentimes, the a» 
morous Soul necds the barſh-Ulſage of 
a difdaivtull Miſtrefs, ro difzult it with 
its thraldome, and make it afpirc to its 
more genuinc and ſatisfying Object, I 
may elcrefore allow Heymioze's Detects 
to have given you Freedome and Occa- 
ſion ro conſider the Preragatives of Sc- 
raphick Love : but 1 muſt not allow 
them to be the chick Morives of your 
embracing ir. For, it wete too injurt- 
9Þ3 tO its gloriqus Object, ro make thar 
hu the Refuge of a Defcared Paſſion , 
wholc Tranlecndency entitles it ro more 
than the maſt Elcyatcd and Entire otie. 
Alas, God ticeds not theſe beggetly 
Pacallels with any fading gbjeas ; ro be- 
_ DZz come 
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come that of our difabus'd Devotion, 
and He were Lovely Wirhout compa- 
fiſon, as well as He is ſo Above it. And 
thorgh I be not ſo unjuſt as todeny, thar 
there are Ladies (ſome of which I have 
the happineſs nor to be unknown to my 
ſelf ) whoſe Excellencies are capable to 
ennoble rneir whole Sex : Yer their 
grcarcſt accompliſhments compar'd ro 
His Perfcions, whoſe gifts they are , 
are, in thatEclipſing company, as in- 
conipicuous as the faint Qualities of 
more Ordinary perſons. As when ina 
clcar Morning, the riſing-Sun vouch- 
lafes to viſit us, as well thoſe Bright 
Starrs that did adorn our Hemiſphere, 
as thoſe Dark Shades that did Benight 
it,vaniſh : Conſonantly whereunto, give 
me leave tO obſerve to yon, Lindamor , 
that though divers of God's Attributes 
are through his Goodneſs participated 
by his Creatures, yet the Scripture makes 
fo vaſt a difparity berwixt the Excel- 
icncies that it aſcribes ro Men, and the 
ſame Perfeions conſider'd as they ex- 
iſt in God, that it ſeemes abſolutely ro 
exclude Created Bceings from any Ti- 
rle to thoſe Attributes ; becauſe rhey 
poſſeſs then but ina way fo Inferior to 
that tranſcchdent, peculiar, and Divine 
77A | manner, 
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manner, in which they belong to God, 
Thus our Saviour ſays to him that ( ra- 
king :him but for a Man) call'd him 
good, Why calleft thou me good 2 There is 


Ig 
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zone good but One, (that is ) God, Thus 16, 1» 


St, Paul calls God (or Chriſt ) the one-\| 
ly Potentate, 4#&-'d\v&5v5, though the 1; 


be ſhared by ſeveral Porentatcs ; 


Tim 


6, 


andeven the devout Exxuch in the AFs, 2.8.8 19, 
and the depoſed Grandees mentioned -** 1-52: 


by the Bleſſed Virgip in hcr Canticle, 
are, in the Original, ſtyled Potcnrares, 


Thus, chough there be Wile Vurgins as 4, 


well as Fooliſh 5 and though ovr Savi- 


25.5, 


our tells. us , That: the Chr. dren. of this Luk.16.8, 


world aye in their generation wiſer than the 
Children of Ligh : Yet St. | aul (cruples 


not t&.term his. Maker ,- The ozely: wiſe * 1m. 1, 
God; ;and thus he. elſe-where  Para- © 
phraſes him , He that onely hath immor= , Tin, 6. 
talty,; though _— and human Souls #6. 


be Deathlce(s.. Info Incommunicable a 


. annex does the Superiority of Cod's 


Nature make him pollc{s choſe very Ex- 
cellencigs. ,.” which the diffuſlivencſs of 
his Gogdncls makes him pleaſed: to 
Communicate. I am the more zealous, 


: Lindamor; to transfigure your Love in- 


to Devotion', ( which I muſt defire you 


to look upon but as a vary'd name for 
D 3 Se- 


20 


Seraphick Love. 
Seraphick Love ) becauſe l have obſerv'd 

your Paſſion tv have: been exrrteamly 
impatient of Confinement, andro have 

eſteem'd what ever may betermid/Lt> 
mits to be Priſons, Few therefore can 

Need more, or Deſerve better ,- andb+ 
je& forrheir Love, for which. woit+ 

menle a valtacts.were impoſſible, ' Ard 

ſuch a one is God, whoſe Soveraign 

PerfeCtions. render hit fo uncapableot 
being lov'd Too Much, thatthe molt 

aſpiring Paſſion can ſcarce. arrive:: (10 
much , as ) ro Leflen irs Diſproportion 
to the Objet, Other Paſhons ,; like 
other Rivers, arc moſt lik'd, . when they 
calmly low within their wonred Banks: 
But of Seraphick Love , as of Nthus, the 
very Inundatons migtir. be defiradle 
and his Ovcr-flowings make hmm «the 
more welcome, Fcr mortal Beavtics, 
our paſhons arc like- our ſclves :- Kiour 
Stature chance ro'exccd a certain fi;c 
or Standarr, it makes us Monſtrous 4 but 
Devyorion 15 like a flawleſs Diamond , 

wherc the Bigneſs xaxes the Valuc , and 
the unuſual Bulk bothrates and inhahces 
the Luſtreand the Price. Togive GOD 
All onr Love is the; grearet Conmand 
both of the Law and Goſpel \{#4rs ca: 
pac ous and teeming. Womb" , both 
| Com- 
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Compriſing and, Cheriſhing all the 
other Services Colmes). and _rhae” 
there is not more exacted of us , is 'nors- 
thar-an Addition were Culpable , bug | 
becauſciit is Impaſſble.. So noble is the! 
nature CD: Win ir admuts of - 
failings -one of the Extreams ;- 
which is thatof/Defet. - For \ Mediv-: 
criry. (- whoſe office 'tis 30 re'}rain'vs 
from approachuby, the uunolt Limis Þ- 
which in othcr pathons 15'an Excellence, © 
is here an Impettedtion. . Or, ar leaſt, it - 
Mcdiocrity bethat which cxcaces Path- 
ons:V irtues,the Mediocrity of this Loye” 
muſt confift1n:t#he Boundlefneſs of it , 
ſince that is it which makes: t-moſt a 
Virtue," The Man after*God's own Ph! 42 1. 
hearr is bor afcar'd ro own. even to his 5907's, 
Maker an' ardency of Lovefor Him, af, @&« 
which muſt ke expreft by the Ggnifi- peoncre- 
cant Mctaphot of Thirſt ;'.and that ſuch 4/;menur. 
a Thirſt coo, 85 makes the panting Hart feu/teri- 
( by Naturals obſerved to be a very w— _ 
Dry Creaturc) bray (as I remeniber the3. © 
Hebrcw bath ) for thoſe refreſhing 
ſtreams , whoſe want diftreſſts and re- 
duces her ro.analmoſt gaſping condi- 
tion: My Soul (ſaith he ) thirfeth Erb. >. 
for God. And we know that Thirlt is 
not onely fo violent an appetite , thar it 

D 4 I:flens 


pY Seraphick brve: - 
lefſens the Wonder of that Monarch's) fee 
Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to'have. I 
patted with his Kingdom for.a Cup ob: Fl 
water; But'thirſt' doth fo:confines ond: 
Longings/ to 'whar-le/crqve , rhat'!no+! 
thung-elſe canfſatisfie them; The wealth: 
of both the 1zdtes would npt excuſe rhe | 
want of a needed Cup , ſuppoling rheir- Þa 
Poſleflor rormented with an Appetite ; > Rthe 
which cannotbe quench'd. but by drimkky;! 
To which T muſt'add', that the uneafis 
neſs of unrelicvcd Thirſt; isnot, like-rhae) 
of  othcr- inconveniences, - -leflen'd | by. 
Continuance, but = s mms x'the : 
more Unlupportable. The lame inlpird:: 


Poet ſcruplesnor alſo ro-profels:fo fen- ! 


ſible and foactive- a Concern for Gods 
intcreſts, that the zeal of Gods Houſe rhad 

eaten himup 3-and hugely:tronbled he is; 

that others” are nor afteced': with: the: 

Pht.ug; Tame zeal. . #4zbeld ( lays he.) the trazf- 
158. gyeſſors, and was grieved; becauſe they kept 
Ibidera y. #0t thy Ward. Nay , Rivers of waters , 
236 fays he, rundownmine eyes, becaaſe they 
kept not thy Law ; and to manifeſt how! 

much the renderncfs and: 'unreſerv'dnets 

of his Lave , made him think thoſe:his- 

friends or cncmies. that were-ſlo to God, 
PL.101. 6. Mine eyes (ſays be) ſhall be upon the. falthe\ 
ful of the Land , that they may dwell with: 


wy 


Seraphick Love. 23» - 
: Hethat walketh perfeRt in the way, che. _ 
ball ſerve me, Do not 1 bate them, O Lora, —_ ke 
hat bate F bee , and am mot 1 grieved with * 

hoſe 3 that, riſe up agatoft . Thee 2 1 bate 

hom with 8 perfet batred , 1 count them 

ine. enemies, \. At this Rate did pious 
david love his Maker 3 ' but he was for 

ar from :thinking this Rate Exceſſive ,: 

2; þ CIR the ſenſe of his: 


' Pcrlonal Ddabiliry to pay that Divine 
| bjctt all the Love thathi 


$s Perfetions* 
nerited 3/ he is not content to rouze up 
his own faculties to praiſe God , 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that rs g, ,,, x0 
thin me bleſs his boly Name ) but he in- 
ites all the Godly ro afhiſt him in the. 
ayment:oh ſo-vait a Debt; + ( Love the 
Lord all ye Saints, for, &c.) And again, Pl, 119.1, 
Praiſe the Lord, all ye. Nations , praiſe. 
Wm all ye people. ), And-not content : 
ither | frequently to do this » as may 
zppear by very many paſſages of his ſa. **'3*% * 
red Poems,he extends his Invitation to 
e Angels, .andall the other Hoſts'ot 
od, and,conchides the Book of Pſalms. 
itha., Let every thing that bath breath, 


raiſethe Trard, Hallelujah. ' aſt 


..Nordoes'it invalidate-what has now.s ft, 4. 
xen delivered , that ſome men have , 
wen by Devout Perſons» been blam'd 


for 


Serafh:ith. Love, 

for roo nuch-Devorion : for, it was na 
anexceſs of Love, bur a'want of Diſ-K 
ctetion ,-rhat Was guilty of rheir faults;[, 
The Exp —_ Love-to God | 
ovght punt not by our blind 
arid wild Phancics , but by his revealed : 
VVill; (as Chriſk lays »If you love me. 
hep) Conmazanents )* and therefore i 


ible-ro be Too y» NC 
beta = Eerie \ 


Love can bermade withtoo 'much Ars 

, whil 'cis conſider'd abſiractedhf 
in ir {clf , and; icrelatively:ro the reſt; | 
Bur becauſe that there being ſeveral dwh 
ties of Love, which require-#n Arde 
of ix, 'ris injurious ro excrefe all thar i 


one alone,or few, | betipey | 
ly to the negleRed others, on 


not ( as too many Proftfiors.are now 
wont to do, eioyhotyentapypagiay os 
ceive afuller account infotzeother P 
. pers ) daft in pieces the ewor Tables of q 
the Law againſt one. another. z; Bur r f 
ſo love GOD with all ogy hearts; as to lott pe 
our Neighbour as our ſelves. You: know 
what our Saviour ſaith wthe Phariſec: | 
| Smet of Falgmear, pence, 6 
a y 5 
Faith, thofe weightigr  aners, of the : 
Laws Theſe ought yoiT (es) to hat 'M 


dow 


Serapbick Love, 
" , and wot to leaue the other undoue. 
rin | indood this Parrialiry , Lizdamoy , 
ich makes us diſplay omuch ofthe 
Srength and: vigour of our Spirirs | in 
wr ame favourite» mrs —_ bur 


qual an perfunRorily 


" rs, we arelcfs fond of: 
__ 6 Devotion a Diſeaſe, not rem 


"cw oncin Children we call the Rickets, 
hich fore learned Phyſicians do nor 
um revary conceive to ariſe from the 
Nutrition of the parts, For 
TShough: none of them receive Exceſſive 


« Thi 


aſfunene, yerſome of them recetv- 
* gaarach 656 6 as 1s pg , 
and t to their natu- 
ral bigneſs , whilſt: il agcbeen are leſs nou- 
nubl-ft'd than (-were the Body healthful ) 
(þ cnt. vn row-o lirtle, that 
boy enke-pares em Over-grown'\, 
ol.ndfo the d proportion berwixt Them 
s qda8d rhe Ricketing ones makes the 
how whole Body hey: compoſe miſſhapten 
and unwieldy, But, Lixdamoy , this 
2 —_ Iptoves'not-that we can love God too 
much , but. onely thix we may imploy 
vl wo each of what! Low , in this -or 
| way/of 'expreſſ xpreſng in. Whilſt we 
» tr Spy itants of theſe 1ob 4; 191 
1. (ſs of elay , there are: many Dutics , 
i which 


| 
e 
a 


28 Seraphick Love. | 
which.do.as well challenge an Intenaic 
ſiry of our affc&ians, as thoſe which re, 
late. more immediately ro God. Aj... 

i Pay tells us, Thar there is diffcrenaff,,.. 
3: 35.44, berwixs married and fingle Perſons, tf; 

"1 affections of the,onebeing ar liberry , wh, 
devote themſelves more undiſtractedhFy,, 
to God, whercas,thoſe of the other are{e 
difirated ; ( as Adam's were ,, betwinſy,, 
his Maker and his Rib;.) , Burg wheres vc 
dire&. and. immediate :expreſhon dfſ;}, 
Love to God. detrauds.nor atiy orhaf,, 
Duty. , there ir is. free from _— G 
of Exceſs. Though Prayers may cath}, 
be100 long , and;Falts grow1exorbr, 
rant 3; yet Chriſtcould ſpend-the whole y, 
night in Prayer:, and Faſt forty days 
without immoderarcncſs -, when the, 
other expreſſionsot his Love tarhis Fa-f 7 
ther , and the other;exerciſes of his Me-Þ g 
diatory: FunRionm;; vere .not, therebyP 
difiurb;d, but farther'd and promoted. ;, 
r King, And fo. lah mien inculpably fat] ; 
"9. :.. long , when that faſting did not ditable}} | 
him xo. proſecuee - his- journe-.to , the þ, 
Mounzof God 5 and though juit men ; 
here on Earth mulf cxprefs their Lovef ; 
totheir Maſter by (that bufieydifiraQs Fi 
ing; and remoter'way of ſervice) Trade«||f 
ng with his Talents ruſted rocthem;}* 


'Seraphick Love, 
+ when their deveſture of Mortality 
tiaiſpenics them from thoſe laborious and 

zocating duries to diſtrefledChriſtians, 
Band their own ſecular Relations , which 
enaÞ.re here requiſite ro be perform'd $ their 
| UeFGlorifi'd ſpirits may now , without any 
' » ViImmoderate devotion , unploy , I fay 
dhror , rheir Time , but their Ercrniry it 
* UtFſelf, in Converling with God , and fol- 


WL owing the Lamb whutherfoever he 
"ren 


) 

may approach neareſt to the Throne of 
God, though their many wings , and 

ally more numerous eyes, ititimare them of 

CDF 2 very active nature , are repreſented to 

_ vs in the Apocalypſc, as addicted but to 


ue night from ſaying , Holte, Holte , Holte, 
Fa-J Lord God Almightiez and from giving 
Me- Glorie, and Honor , and Thanks unto him. 
byF And of thoſe that have whited thetr Robes 
red, inthe blood of the Lamb, this account is 


fallf inthe ſame Book givenus , rhar they are Rev. 9; + 
able before the Throne of God , and ſerve Him "4+ 5+ 


day and night in bis Temple, Sorrue is 
mcty ir, thatno Degree of Scraphick Love 
OVeh canbe Exceſſive , nay, nor any Expref- 
ary fon of it Immoderate, unleſs it be made 
de* (o, not by irs Greatnels, bur by irs Utſur- 
pation, 


:5, And congruobully I obſerve , that Rev, 4. 6, 
& th myſterious Beaſts , allow'd to 7- 


aYF onc employment , cealing neither day nor 


27 


ro, 3, 


I6, 


Gad #3 bim, Which (upplies me withs'; 


ahert Us. 
pation, whereby is cither ingroſles 
invades what belongs to its injur'd 
languiſhing Aſſociates. Our Love 
the Creatures is a Preſent, but unto Gy 
i is a Tribute: and though we n 
anwngg wich our Gifts, we « 
> be fo in the payment of « 
Debrs ; for, be the Summs never {0 
we pay away , their being Dyc, in (pix 
of their being Great , makes che Di 
burſement roo much an A& of Juſtice 
to be one of Profulenels. Seraphi 
_ - Gn yg is its bd 
ion) has then mo oachi 
irs nobleſt meaſure, when it Sn leaſt 
meaſur'd : nor ought irs Extent to ad 
mis any other Limurs than anutter D 
ability ro excecd thoſe that rexmunate i 
For he alone loves God as much as 
Ought, that loving Him as much as ht 
Can, ftrives to repair the deplor'd ur 
pericRion of that love, with an extre: 
Regret to find his Love, no Great 
yourothe Conſolation accruing frcg 
that mcmorable paſſage of St, Fobs 
where hc lays , that Gods Love, anal 
t#hat dpelleth iz Love daelleth in God, i 


<< SO © = rnonoFgsg BD = 


a” 


a 44 6 5A 5 OO ROI AS 4.4% 3H 


forcibl 


Sergpbick ' Lowe. 
cs forcible Inducement , » ro.jovite you to 
5 an cage aſpiring to ,a Iranſcendency 
a in Devotion , fince it[may render Selt- 
denialſo caltc , tbar 'twill ( at laſt) al- 
moſt diveſt: rhat name. For , this ſub» 
limer love being , by anintimace con- 
9 junftion VV ith its Object , _ 
* OF voted To it, and throughly refined from 
v9 all baſe Droſs of ſelfiſhneis and intereſt, 

4 nobly begcts a moſt firit Union of our 
7 wills with God's, or (rather) a perfc&t 
licey Submuffion of the one to the other, 
PF And thus ,'when itis become Your 
5 00} Will ro obey His, no diſpenſarions of 
Providence will immoderarely diſquier 
J you , for, you poſſeſs your Wiſhes in 


Gencral, and in Bulk; thou 
not always in Retail... Far, _ tear 
Defire being to {cc your Maker's Will 
© 7 fulfill&, your knowledge of his being 
55 WF the Soverain and unconcroll'd Diſpofer 
WT} of the Events, affurcs you, thar all Ac- 
cidents that can befallyou are, bur ex- 
at Accompliſhments of His Will, and 
x conl: y of Yoursſo farforth, as 
J that is included and compriz'd in His. 
When you have Reſignd , or rather 
| Conſign'd,yourexpropriated Will (if I 
| may fo call it) ro God, and thereby ( as 
if. © WCre) entruſted him to YVill for yous 
E x 
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Seraphick Love, 
all his Diſpoſals of , and his _ 


ons cowards you, are, in cffe@, the Aa * 


of your own Will; with the advantage 
of their being DireQed and Specific, 
by Him. An Advantage that does at 
once aflure you both of their ReRirude 
and'Succeſs, God's Wiſdom, Power, 
and Love to you confider'd , how much 
more happy muſt you be in your Op- 
tions of his chuſing for you , than your 
immediate own > The Paricnt think 


himſelf obliged rograrific his Phyſician * 
for chufing for him whar ſorts of meat : 
heisto feed on 5 though the Door be} * 


wont to makeſuch a choice for him , as 
deprives him of 'the Diſhes (he belt 
Likes , and oftentimes confines him to 


thoſe he Loathes. Alas, how oftenf * 


might God ſay of our Requeſts , asf * 


Chriſt did of choſe of the wo yay ; 


Diſciples, Te know rot what ye ask 2 1 a 


mire, and bluſh to rcad inan Heathen| 


Satyriſt ſo Heavenly a Lefſon, as , 


Permittes ipſis expendere Naminibus , 
quid 

Conventat nobis , rebuſ jue fit utile n0- 

> 11} Bos: SEERLANGG ; 

- - Nam pro Fucundis Uitlia qaequc das 


D;, 


c harior 


| 
( 


Seraphick Love. 
Charior eſt iltss- homo, quam ſibi : nes 
 dhtmorum | 

Impulſe & c4ca provaque cuptding 
al , 

IS at ;Conjug im petimus partamque WXOVIS 

rude at this 

/er "Noun, qui pwert, PT futara fit 


þ 
wach rr ' WO 


'ouf "Unto he who Gods PR: care per» 


: Fir, 'd - 

"| Fl hey will for Pleafari things thcBeſt 
, as conter :; $44' 4 

belt} -' Towhom Man i is, than to himlclt, 
) ie more dcar.:: 

fren We 'by our Slincer paſſions led a- 


as} © fitay , 
inof| Do for a Wits perhaps or Children 


Cian 2107 i $ for us and our: affairs moſk 
Neat 


ad-f] © PRy + + 
henf} +" Whic they may chance refuſe us 
our of Love , © 
Knowinz whar-both the Wifc and 
as, Boys would prove. 


zo- | The conſideration 'of which made a 
Heathen Philoſopher ſay, That he was 
Ja | wonr-oncly in general rerms to beg 
Good things of the gods, leaving ir b 

E them 
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Num 11, 
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" them; to determine . what .chings were 


Serapt Je, 


Good for him. And indeed, our. own 
Wiſkes arc but too commonly as blind 
as Rachel's, who having lo cagerly lon- 
ocd for Children, thatShe impatiently 
cries, Grue me Children or elſe 1 die, dicd 
in Child-bearing :. And. as deliructive 
to the Wiſhers, as their Longings 
prov'd ro the murmuring /ſrael:tes, who 
loathing-rthe wholeſonze Manna (that 
Bread of Angels ) God had provided for 
them, ate-their own bane in the fleſh 
they had ſo greedily luſted for, , Thus, 
Lipdamor, that ſo-affrighting verruc of 
Sclt-denial provcs to be little more,than 
a Sons Letter of Attorney this Faxher, 
of whoſe paternal Kingneſs - and: con- 


ſummare Abllities' in'ghe; management Bri 


of affairs, his confidence amounts} unto 
a certainty. Nay,till my;fecond thoughs 
check'd the over-forward Impetuoſity 
of my firſt, I was about ro add 3 Since 
God reſents an Infinite ſatisfa&ion in 
the accompliſhment of his own will, 
your Making over your- whole wall to 
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God, will impart to you that Felicity, (fo 


proportion'd to the degree of the Re- 


pl 


ſizgnment. And, as the cye whilſt by theſdc 
Oprick Nerve ty'd unto the head, foffei 


ghaw'd 'can taſte delights, _— 
, GCAas 
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Seraphick £0Ve, 
dead to, being once ſevcr'd from ir, 
though ( orherwiſe ) it enjoy the beſt 
Condition of which its inanimate Na- 
On- F mare can be ſuppos'd ro be capable : So 
Itly } may your will by an Identity or Same- 
-" ( in Tendency, though not in Na- 
bive F ture) with your Makers, as 'rwere En- 
ngs Forafred into Gods, receive a New and 
700 Fav Enlarg'd capacity, which will cnable 
har you to contain, and reliſh Joys, highly 
for Frranſcending thoſe, which the fulleſt 
oh Ffruirion of your private wiſhes were a- 
WS, Eble ro Crcate. Thus Sclf-dcnial 15 a 
» Offkind of holy Affoc'ation with God, and 
aan B (by making you his partner } intcrefles 
ar, you inall his happincfs, and acqu fii- 
on- Bons. And cor-fonamtly welce that Glo- 
ent Brifi'd Saints and Blefled Angek, wrote 
nt0 will have the moſt exquiſire and cxact 
hes Conformity to Gods, cnjoy a Happineſs ' 
litymoſt approaching His ; wherea; the 
Apoſtare Spirits i a confirm'd Repug- 
nancy to his will, find che extremity of 
Wretchedncls. Adis 

Bur rhoughlI carc tiot own), L11damoy, $:& < 
ty,fo bold a Sally, yer I dare withour Scru- 
Re-Fple improve the diſcourſe that prece- 
theBided ir, ro make out ro you an advantas 
 loffgious Differcnce of Srraphick Love from 
t SHOrdinary Flames. For, hc- that makes 
cad FE 2 a 
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a preſent of his heart to any Mortal 
Beauty, even by her welcoming it and 
lodging it with her own, grows ſubjet 
to have it wounded in her breaſt. Thoſe 
misfortunes reach Him that would 0- 
therwiſe terminate in Her : her affliti- 
ons torment him,whilſt his own reprieve 
him 3 and the Felicity of rwo perſons 
ows requiſite ro make one Happy, 
he letting out our Love to muta 
Objects, doth bur Inlarge our hearts, 
and make them the wider Marks for 
fortune, and capable of being wounded 
in more places : For,althovgh Love may 
as well make us participate the Joys, a 
r.ſent the Infſclicit'es of the Parti 
lov'd ; yer even the icaſt unhappy per 
{ons do in ſo fickle and fo tempeſtuou 
a Sca as we all find this World, me 


. with ſo many more cither Croſs wind 
or ſtormy Guſts,than proſperous Gales; 
and we are ſo much more ſenſible d 


Pain than Pleaſure ( an akeing-Corn 
though leſs than a Sickneſs, unfitting us 
to relliſh the otherw:fe perte health © 
the whole body ) that even Friendſhip it 
ſelf, though a much. Calmer affc&ion 
than Love, ought to be dcclin'd as in 
jurious to our Quiet, did we conſider i 
bur as a Partnerſhip of Fortunes, not 
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Seraphick Love, 


an Exerciſe of Vertues, Bur he, whoſe 
wiſer Love ſettles 1t ſelf on God, is nor 
only by the Immutable and even Eſſcn- 
tial happincls of that Adorable Object, 
ſecur' d from Participated intclicitics 
but finds his perſonal crofles and di- 
ſtreſſes ſweerned by conſidering , thar 
Whar he moſt loves is moſt Happy,and 
as able as willing in due time to make 
Him fo. And though Seraph:ick Lowe 
makcs us partake bur God's Feliciric*, 
_ Acceptance of ir makcs him rc- 
e 


he was sffiied,laics the Propher,ot God, 
and of the 1ſraelztes, And fo the Son ct 
God ( who is ſo much One with thoſe 
x} chat love him, that borh he as the Head, 
and they as the Members.are ſomct mcs, 


Name, Chriſt) chough as high as Hea- '** 
ven above the reach of perſonal or im- 
mediate perſecutions, calls our to Saul 
for an intention of harming rhoſc rhar 
lov'd him, Saul, Sau!, why perſecuteſt thou 
me 2 And, to demon'irate the render- 
neſs of this Compatlion , the Propher 
lates tothe return'd 1ſraelrtes, conccrning 


apple of bis eye, Nor is Gods Compaſh- 
0n like a Miſtrefles, a Gricving oncly, 
E 3 and 


ne Our Sorrows : 1z all thety affit#t04.s EA.63.3. 


a5 making up One Body, call'd by On- : Cor.:z. 


God, He that toucheth you, toucheth the Zach.: 8. 


Seraphick Love. 
and an uſdefs Pirty, whereby the ſuffe. 


ring Lover is oftentimes leſs comforted 

a5 1t proceeds from her Kindneſs, than 
afHlictcd becauſe it breeds her Diſquiet 

Bur God's is a Compaſſion, though 
Active, yer Serene, and worthy of Him- 

ſelf, which withour producing the Dil- 
compoſure, produces rhe EffeCts ot the 

moſt ſcn{ible Pitry, by engaging him to 

a rimcly Rclick and Reſcue : As that 
freſhly mention'd Expreflion, 1z all thetr 
effiiious be was affiified, is immediately 
tollow'd by, Azd the Angel of bis pres 

ſence ſaved them ; tz bis love and mbis 

pitty be redeemed them, a-.d be bare them, 

and carried them all tae dayes of old, Yes, 

this Pitty, for its not diſturbing Gods 
—milns © enclines him not the lels to 
expreſs a ſenſe of our Miſcries, and 
makes 1s find ( to uſe a Scripture phraſe 
Hzb.4.16 45 1 would render 1t ) X&f us wuc;o) 
fonnewey , Grace for an opportune relief ; 

I ſay, with the Divine Writer, az Op- 
portune Or Seaſozatle relief , becaulc it 
comes not alwa'es when it i5 moſt De- 
fired, bur when it is moſt Fit ; And when 

that 1s, he that hath ar once all preſent, 

paſt, and future things in his ProſpeR, 

15 fitreſt to dexermine. Chriſts words 

AR. 1.3, tO his Diſciples, ( 1t is wt for yoa to _ 
| te 
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the Times or the Seaſons, which the Father 
hath put in his own power ) are applicable 
ro:more Caſes than that. which occa- 
fion'd them, The Canaanitiſh woman war 5.27. 
muſt put up a Refuſal, and the reproach- 
fulname of a Dog, ( which yer, by rhe 
way, was a Paraphraſe commonly c- 
nough us'd by the Jews of che Hearhen, 
and as ſuch was underſiood by this The Tex: 
FAMwvis, Gentile not Greek.) The Iſraelites tec G5 
( compriſing the Patriarchs their pro- %%; © $1- 
pro reduced to wait four hun- r99h#nici4 

:d and thirty years ere they were in- ye; 
troduced into the Promis'd Land ; and with c«- 
during a great parr of that long ſpace "4": 
of rime, languiſh'd and groan'd under g,1.;..,, 
the heavy Burthens, and orker as heavy 
Preflures, of the as cruelly as unſuccels- 
fully poliuck eZgyptiars, St. Paul him- Ezck. x8. 
(clt pray'd the Lordthrice for the remo+24: 
val of that rude 54504 TH peri, Thorn ” ay _= 
the fleſh ( whatever thar may mean. 
Nay of the Bleſſed Virgin-tother her. Luk.2.48 
ſelf her Divine Son would nor be found: © 
till ehe third day, though ſhe ſought him 
forrowing. And Lazarus, to whom even 
during his ſickneſs he vouchfated ( a 
Title ro which all Ceſar's were bur 'Fri- 
fles) the ſtyle of Friend, (whichembold® 7:1: :; - 
ned the pious Mary ” Paraphraſc ;1im 

+ (73 


2B 


ver [. | » 


Mal.3.3. 


. Seraphick Dove. 

by a , He whom thou lov*## ) was permit- 
red not only to Lye a-dying,but toDyez 
his Reſcue being defcrr'd nill, it was, 
thought impoſſible 3 and, was ſo indeed 
to any ks power than Ommpotence. 
Which manifeſts, that as no degree of 
Diſtreſs is unrelievcable by his Yower, 
ſo no Extremiry of it is inconſiſtent with 
his Compaſſion,no not with his Friend- 
ſhip. He whole Spirit inſpired the Proy 
phers, is inthe laſt of them repreſented 
under the notion of a Refiner : and 'ris 
not th- cuſtom of Refiners-to ſnatch the 
belov'd Metall our of the Fire, as ſoon 
as it feels the violence of that purifying 
Element, nay nor as ſoon as it 15 Melted 
by it, bur they It it Jong endure the 
brunt of the active flames, acuatcd by 
exciting Blaſts, till ic have ſtood its due 
time in the fare, and there obtain'd its 
full Purity and Splendor. And l hope 

ou will give one that converſes with 

urnaces, though he be no Pretender to 
the Philoſophers Stone, leave to improve 
a Chymical Metaphor,and obſerve, that 
though in Affictions, cſpecrally Nati- 
onal or Publick Calamirics, Sod often- 
rimes ſcems to make no diſtintion be- 


ewixt the Obje&5 of his Compaſſhon 


| and thoſe of his Fury, indiſcriminately 


involving 
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involving them in the ſame Deſtiny ; 
yet his Fre-ſ{cience and Intentions make 
2 vaſt Difference, where his Inflitions 
ced | do not ſeem to make Any : As, when 
: © on the ſame Teſt, and with the ſclf-ſame 
Fire, we urge as well the Gold as the 
blended Lead or Antimony ; but with 
fore-knowing and deſigning ſuch a dil- 
parity in the Events, as to Conſume the 
lgnobler Minerals, or blow them off 
into Droſs or Fumes,and make the Gold 
more Pure and full of Luſtre, 
- Iris true, Lindamor, and ( not to be 
ſulpe&ed of Partiality rowards a Love 
which ſo little needs ir, to be thought fir 
tobe preferr'd before all other Paſſions) 
| ſhall acknowledge it, that the Happt- 
neſs reſulting from thoſe many Prero- 
gatives, I have endeavour'd to diſcover 
to you in a Tranſcendent degree of S-- 
raphick Love, is moderated by ( the Et- 
fe&s of that Sublimity ) the Eager De- 
ſires it creates of a more complcat Fru- 
tion of irs perfe and Divine ObjeR. 
Such aſpiring Sallies of the longing Soul 
made the languiſhing Spouſe in the Cax- Cant. 1g. 
ticles cry our , Stay me with Flazgons , 4 
comfort me with Apples, for 1 am ſick of 
Love, Such made the raviſh'd Apoſtle 
Gfire to retuxz (for ſo I ſhould rather phil,r 2; 
bill cranſlate 


Mar.s.6. 


Rev, 22, 
17. 


. I find it *el{ewherc to fignific)ard to b 


Seraphick Love. 
tranſlate the word av«A\iox there, and; 


with Chriſt © and the Intpir'd Poctthy 
expreſſes his longings ra the Blefled Ob- 


 jec&of them, As the Hart panteth after the 


water-broeks, ſo pajnict'» my ſoul after thee, 


O God, Myſoxi i317 6-e:b for God,for the 


living God : wen [54/1 i rome and appent 


before God \ Bur, £14499 ,it was ht, thaft. 


to elevate ow; r1wiiznes: and. wiſhes to 
Heaven, ſome pueulur and clie-where 
Incommuntcable:cgrics A joy, ſhould 
be reſerv'd for 113 tire. Any tis a good 
fign, and ſuch as worlviy Ovjedts can- 
notboaſt, when nc lncamplearneſſe 
our Scraphick L0r's h2opineffe in his 
fruitions, procc- .3» 1-4 trum their want 
of Satisfacor 1:1, lar t::5 want of an 
Entirct Pollo wi Liu And Jet me 


cell you, £14417, 1:25 £4 211 is uncaſiel 


State of Scranton, is (w.cmmed withss 
much allay as is conſiſtent with irs bet 

a Grict, For, the Divine Evidence an 
Teachcr of Gods love, pronottmcing a 
Thirſt after pertc&ion to be a Tile to it 
(according to rhole Scriptures, Bleſſed 
are they that bunger and thiri} ofter R1ghs 
teouſne fs : for, they ſhall be ſatisfied. And, 
Let biwthat is a thirſt come, and whoſoevea 
will Iet bim take of the water of life free!y) 


I11C 


WJ.” COT CDPMoAIMMY 2 na pTIYI M59 =D 


KAE=qDR 


$2 


.S SP iz nA XiYJqTSS=&R 


Seraphick Love, 


and the Joyes of Heaven being ſo vaſt, 
thar they diffuſe their Nature to all thc 
grounded Hopes men have to obtain 
them 3 each new Aſſurance is a new De- 
pree of them, and is acceptable to our 
Hope, though uncafic ro our Deſircs, 
And thele Eaitings at compleat Felicity 
ſhould not be more unwelcome for the 
-prcſent Diſquiet they ſuppoſe, than the 
D— for the Zeal they argue, and 
the Felicity they promiſe. For this pro- 
duRion of the Spirit 1n our hearts may 
be juſtly rermed, as the Spirit himſelf in 
Scripture is, Az earne#t 3 which though 
by being ſuch ir confcfles it (elf nor to 
be the Entire ſumm, yer is not onely a 

Part of it, but a Pledge : And, Linda- 

mor, how Supportable is this thus-qual - 

lifg'd Allay of the Joyes of Seraphict 
Love, in compariſon of the Diſquicts 
and the Torments that arc wont to at- 
tend Senſual Love ? I ſhall nor loſe time 
to enumerate how many it is ſuppoſed 
to have ſent to their Graves 4 becauſe, 
though I find thoſe Tragical Stories rife 
mough in Romances , yct I find them 

Rarities every where but in thoſe Fabu- 

lous Compoſures ; and.though I have 

had the Curioſity to viſit ſome of thoſe: 
warmer Regions, where the a - of 

ove 


ly) 
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Love are thought ro burn with more 
violence, yet ( bating the Duels and the 
Pox ) I remember not to have obſery'd 
Love to have ever been the Death of a- 
ny man : unleſs, ſpeaking like Philoſo- 
phers, who make Reaſon the Effential 
Conſtituent Form of a man, we will 
affirm,that Love by derhroning Reaſon, 


though it leave the Lover alive, doth 


kill che Man,. Bur though I am loathto 
pur ſo bad a Complement upon Man- 
kind,as to ſay, That Love it wontto De- 
roy mens lives yet I think it would be 
no Calumny to ſay, It much Diſquiers 
them. I could ask you, How long many 
a Lover muſt continuc a Servant to pur- 
chaſe the Honour of being taken notice 
of ro be fo > And I could recrut that 
Queſtion with pretty ſtore of others of 
the like nature, bur tt at 1 ſuppoſe your 
Memory will ſave my Pen the labour of 
repreſenting to you the Torments of 
Love, which they that Feel them, would 
lietle lefle juſtly rhan rhey do frequently 
ſtyle Martyrdoms, if rhe Greatnefle on- 
ly, without the Cauſe and Objc& f 
Mens ſufferings ſuffic'd ro make them 
Martyrs, And though the Condition 


of Lovers be in Romances ſo dextcrouſ-4 


ly and delightfully. deſcrib'd , that not 
only 
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Sanguine Readers are tranſported, 
_—_—_ my felt have been fares 
into Inclinations to Admire and Envy 
their Felicity z yet when ſome I was con» 
cern'd for q 6 been really concern'd 
q and engag'd in ſuch adventures, my En- 
vy quickly turn'd into Pitty, For, the 
Repulſes, the Regrets, the Jealouſics , 
the Fears, the Abſences, the Deſpairs, 
and the reſt of the atflitin Dilquices 
of Lovers ; —_ in well-writ Ro- 
mances they are ſoon read over by the 
diverted Peruſer z yet they are nor fo 
ſoon Weather'd out, nor 4 caſily Sup- 
ported by the Diſconſolare Lover , 

' whole _infclicitics, though thcy may be 
pcrhaps ſo handſomely deplored, as to 
Delight the Reader ; ycr truſt me, L:- 
damor, 'tisa much happicr condition to 
| be Free from misfortunes, than to be a+ 
ble ro Complain Eloquently of them, 
And as 1 have with dclight beheld a 
Storm excellently drawn by ſome rarc 
Artifts Penſil 5 but when 1 was this 
Spring to{t by the rude winds, that blew 
me out of Holland, 1 found a real Storm 
a very troubleſome and uncaſic thing : 
So the condition of a Lover, though 
drawn by a ſmooth Pcn, ut is wont 
» ſtrangely ro affet and pleaſe us 3 ou 
| when 
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when mien are re ed in it; t 
find it full of os fear ro Jes 
'Tis a much berter condition to be 
Look'd on, than Embrac'd 5 and Expe- 
rience gives men of it much (ſadder and) 
more unwelcom notions than Deſcrip- 
tion did. Nor phancy, Lindamor, that 
the Troublcſomnefle of your ſufferings Ji 
in Love proceeded but from: their not Fe 
being Acceptable ro her for whom you JA 
cndur'd them 3 for, had your Miſtreſs JE 
crown'd them with Myralc, . and prov'd Jup 
as kind to yas Hymen could have [co 
made her,yct, I tear, ſhe could have Re- | Be 
compenc'd you bur by Diſabuſing you ; Jin 
and could not have freed you from the | L: 
Necd of happinefle, bur onely from a Sc 
Miſtake concerning it. For me-thinks,ſ thi 
Lindamor , moſt of theſe Tranſitory Þ&t 
Goods, that we ate ſofond of, may not Jex 
unfitly be reſembled to the Senfitive fan 
Plant, which you have admir'd ar $:- For 
0-Garden ; for, As, though we Gaze Ra 
on it with Attention and Wondcr; dir 
yet when we come to 'Touch ir, the f mc 
Goy delufive Plant immcdiarcly f vic 
ſhrinks in its diſplayed leaves, and | you 
Contrags it ſelf into a Form and Di- | #y 
menfions , difadvantagiouſly differing 
- from the former 5 which it again re- 
| | covers}. 


\* Seraphich Love, + 
xy covers. by:Gegrees , when touch'd no 
et; longer © $0 zhcle objedts that charm us 
aadiſtahee, and whulſt gaz'd on with 
the cycs. of-:Expectarion-. and Deſire ; 
when a niare imnucdiate Pofletfion harh 

them mnto cur Hands , their former 
fre vant{hcs , and they appear quite 
differing rizings from. whar before they 
ſeem'd ;-:though atrcr Deprivation or 
| Abſence © hath made: us forget their 
Emprineſs , and we be reduc'd to k6ok 
upoh them again ata Diltance, they re- 
cover in molt mens eyes .their former 
Beauty , and are as capable as before-ro 
invcagle ; and delude. us. -1 muſt add, 
Lizdamoy , that when I compare to the 
Seniitive Plane mot of. theſe Tranſitory 
{things , thatare flatter'd with theticle 
of Gogds I donot our. of that nimber 
except molt Miſtrcflcs,, -Fot though I 
am no ſuch-cnemy to Matrimony , as 
ſome ( for want of underſtanding the 
Railleric , I have ſometimes us'd in or- 
dinary diſcourſe ) are plcas'd ro-rhipk 
me, and.wonld. not refuſe you my Ad- 
vice (though I would nor [© readily give 
you, my Example ) ro rut Votary to 
- | Hymen; yer I have obferv'd fo few Hap- 
py Matches, and ſo many-nnfortunate 
- Jones; and have ſo rarely teen Men = 

| cheir 


45 


46 


Seraphick Love. 
their Wives at the rate they did, whilf 
they were their Miſtreſſes , that I won- 
der nor, that Legiſlators thought it ne- 
ceſſary to make Marriages Indifloluble, 
romake them Laſting. And I cannot 
ficlier compare Marriage than to a Lot- 
tcry ; for in both, he that Ventures may 
Succced, and may Mis , and if he draw 
a Prize, he hath a rich Return of hi 
Venture : Bur in borh Lotrerics there 
lie-pretty ſtore of Blancks for cvery 
Prize, Andfor your particular, Z1- 
damor , the nos is much miſtaken in 
both your humors , if Hermtoxe's and 
yours be not {o unſuitable , that (to 
make haſte from ſo nice a SubjeR) had 
ſhe juſtifi'd your expearion of her 
kindneſs , you would have pof{cls'd the 
Perſon withour. poſſeſſing -the Happi- 


nels you cx : And might have 
found your felt as ſenſibly diſappointed 
by her Grant as you were by ha 
Change. 

Bur I forger , LZindamoer, that I re- 
{olv'd not to inſiſt: on Parallels , and 
therefore , inſtead of proſecuting the 
diſcourſe my Pen has flipr into , con- 
cerning the advantages of Seraphick, 
compar'd with ordinary Love 3.1 ſhall 
venture 10 encourage you to the For» 
| z 
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mer, by ſhowing you, that your paſt 
addiftedne(s to the Later , may prove 
ſervicable to you in it : Yes, Lindamer , 
Iſhall not ſcr:ple to rell you, that your 
ſtrong Paſſion for Hermione may not a 
little tactlitarc your Devorton, partly by 
breaking all the Chains, excepting one , 
that faltned your AﬀeCtion ro unſarisfy- 
ing Objc&t;, and rcſtrain'd it from ſoar- 
ing to the ſublimeſt 5 and partly by ex- 
alring your Paſſion to a Hcight fir for 
Seraphick flames. For, Love bach this cf 
Noble, that it makes us divcſt our {clves 
of Sclfiſhneſs,ſlight forrunc,quicr,ſatcry, 
honour, life , and all our own Concc1n- 
ments, when their coming into Compc- 
tition wich the Lov'd parrics jntcretts , 
may render their ſacrifice acceptable to 
her; and makes us think Goods or ills 
delerve thoſe names , but as they core 
to u5 From or Through Her. You could 
ſcarce have lcarn'd a bettcr Leflon, even 
from a much bctrer Maſter 3 for, Love 
having this accuſtom'd you ro. ( what 1s 
thought moſt difficult 1n that Virtue ) 
the Acts of Selt-denial, vou nced almoſt 
-On-f bur Transfcr your flames from an Infe- 
> Sriorand Miſtaken, ro their True and 
ball} Nobleſt Obje& , and you will have cx- 
"Ab alted and refined your Love into Devo- 
| F t'On $ 
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PAecreſted and refign'd Habitudes , as, be 
| ing preferr'd to ferve Coeleſtial Objes 
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tion; tothe latter of which , a ſublime 
Elevation of the firft is ſucha Diſpo. 
ſition, as the having formerly by Ioole 
Airs and ( perchance ) wanton Songs, 
learn'd to Improve and to Command 
ones voice,is to the $kill of Singing thole 
devout Hymns and Heavenly Antheny, 
in which che Church-Militant ſeems 
ambitious to emulate the Triumphant , 
and Eccho back the ſolemn Praiſes and 
Hallclujahs of the Celeſtial Quire, 
And, as by Hunting, though (poſſibly) 
we follow but ſome poor tugitive Hare, 
or ſome ſuch Trifling Game , we gain 
that Vigor , that Sufferance , and & 
lity, that firs us for the Toils and Mi 
tary Hardſhips that arc exaQted in the 
purſute of Glory , and of Empire : fo by 
chough in Love ( Devotions Prentice-f® 
ſhip ) the Conrred Creature be oftaf® 
conſiderable enough, to make our Ele 

Rions fit to be numbered among ſuch A 
thoſe that made Love be Paintelſ© 
Blind ; yer in the Progreſs and Condud v 
of our Paſſion , we contra ſuch diſ-in th 
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do excellently quallifie us for Devc 
tion. And, in cffe&, a fervent Low 


ſcems lirtle elſe , than Devotion mily** 
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addreſt , where our own very Expreſſi- 

ons may {crve to diſabuſc us ; For, when 

you give your Miſlreſs the Style of 

godd«flc, and talk of nothing to her, bur 

Offering up of hearts , Adoring, Sacri- 

ole f bers > Martyrdoms 3 does not all this 

ms, imply, that chough ir be Said to her, 'ris 

-ms | Pcant toa Divinity : which is ſo much 

ne | # True and genuine Objedt of mens 

and} Love, that we cannor cxalt thar Paſſion 

ire, | for any Other, wichour invciiing it with 

the Notion and Attribute> of God > As 

Children diſcloſe the inbred kindn-<fſe 

ain they have for thoſe Perſons , by call:ng 

| the Babics they molt doar upon by ricir 

45.6 dear Mothers, or lov'd Nurlcs Name: 

\ thef And as Aaros and the revolting Jews, _—_ 

T by juſtifying ro themſelves their Ado- 1, thee ** 

ice. fation Of the idols they had ſer up , by larrer of 

freaſ#ibucring che Title of God ro what ;,£ooch, 

Ele they adord , did tactly acknowledge faid , char 

h a Adoration to bedue onely tothe De-ry; < Feaſt 

net { does a Lover by naming what he bra. 

dug Worſhips , a Divinity, tacutly confeſſe TP? . 

{.in.gthe Dcity to be che proper Obje&t of = = 
{that higheſt and peculiar {train of VWor- peculiar 

3 a |{hip. enoel 

evo And this Truth, Zizdamor , the very = 
wfickleneſſe of Lovers concurs to teſti- 5ett, 8. 

miſ48c: for, what men call and think Incon- | 


- Seraphick Love. 
fancy, is nothing but a Chaſe of Perfe 
Beauty ', which our Love fruutleſ! 
follows , and ſecks in Several Objedts, 
becauſe he finds ir not entire in 
One 3 for , Creatures have bur f! 
and obſcure fragments of it, which can- 
not Fix nor Satisfic an Appetite , born 
E or, and (though unwillingly) aſpiring 
Unto God : who is proclaim'd the true 
and proper Objc& of our Love, a» well 
by IVien> ficklenefle tro W omen , as the 
Angcls conſtancy to Him, Juſt as the 
trembling reſtle{neſle of the Needle in 
any but the North Point of the Con- 
paſſe, procceds from , and maniteſts it 
inclination to the Pole; its Paſhon for 
which, both its Wavering and its Reſt 
bear cqual witncfle ro, Thar unfatil: 
fi'dncflc with tranſitory fruitions , that 
mcn dcplore as the Unhappineſſe d 
their Nature, is indeed the Privilege d 
it 3 as 'risthe Prarogative of men not to 
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carc for, or be capable of being pleal'- 


with V hiſtles, Hobby-horſcs, and ſuch 
fond Toys as Children doat upon , and 
make the ſole Objcs of their Deſire 
and Joys, And by this you may, Lt 
aamer , inſome degree imagine the un 


imaginable Suavity , that the fixing df 
ones Love on God is able toblcſle be | 
_* Sou 
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Soul with 3 fince by fo Indulgent a Fa- 
ther, and Competent a Judge , as God 
ws himſelf, the decree'd Uncontentingnefſe 

of all other goods is rhought ricilly re- 
can-J paired by 1ts wo an Aptncile ro 
>onf prove a Riſe toour Love's (ctrl ng there. 


ring} . And hitherto, my dearett L1ndamor , $:: g, 


rrvef Thave endeavour'd to recommend unto 
well} you Seraphick Love,by mentioning ſome 
the of its Properties , which ſecm to relate 
the} more ro the Love it {clt, than to the di- 
c'inf vine Objed of ir, Bur I tear you'l think, 
om-f I have roo Jong cntertain'd-you w:rh 
Sit} Conſiderations, which-belides tnarthey 
tory are nor alrogether the Importanreſt thar 
Relif belong ro this Diſcourſe ,-I have been 
atil-f by hatte reduc'd to Pen in the unaccu- 
thaf rare Order wherein thcy ofter'd them- 
> off ſelves ro My thoughrs, nor the tcthod 
e off whercin I ſhould have preſented them 
It tof ro Yours, | 


all} - And therefore , Lindamoy , fnce the Se. to. 


ch} :Noble!ſt and Supreme Mortves to the 
and} Love of God conſiſt in his own infinite 
irs] .PerteRtions and Prerogarivesz and tince 
Liay the Properties . of Gods Love to us do 
un{} . advantage us much more , ( and conle- 
7 df quently are likelicr to cndear Devcrion 
theff - ro us) than thoſe of ours to Him : The 
ouf ' former not onely moving Ged to Kin- 
F. 2 Alc 
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dlc in us, but ro Cheriſh and Foment, 
and ( if our own wilfvl extinRion inter- 
poſe not ) ro Crown the latter : For 
both thcſc reaſons, I ſay , Lindamor,] 
doubr not bur you'l think it Seaſonable 
for me to proceed ro confider that 
Highcr fort of Motives to Devotion, 
and to cvince , that the ſeveral thing 
which arc wont moſt ro Engage and 
Heighten our affc@ions , do, in a pects 
Far and tranſcendent manner, Shine 
forth and Conſtcllate in God. Thar, 
you know , which cnamour'd you d 
Hermione , 1 need notprove to you to 
have been your ſuppoſing her full df 
Lovclinefle and Exccllencies in her ſelf; 
and your bclicving , that the Love ſhe 
vouchſated you was Grear, Free, Cor 
Fant,or Advantagious to you, And that 
All theſe properties donot onely emi- 
nently Exiſt, bur i]luſtriouſly Concur in 
God, and in his Love, I muſt now, £11 
damor , ( with ſtrong defires of doing it 
Proſperouſly) attempt to manifeſt. 


<8. xx, Firſt then, our highelt Love is made 


God's due by the Excellency and Pre- 
rogative of his Nature.” But, truſt me, 
Lindamor, when ( neceffitated by a Me- 
thod exacted by the nature of this Dil- 
courſe) I find roy {cif engaged ” ſay 
OMe- 


nt, 
WCcrs 
For 
"1 
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thing by way of celebration of Gods 
ections : Iam very fenlible, I can 
but detra& from whar 1 defire to Praile, 
and muſt unevitably appear unable to 
lpeak Worthily of a Theme, . tro which 
even gy themſclves cannot do 
Right. And uf, aSthe Scriprure aſſures 
us, thoſe things never fell under the 
Senſes, nor entred the Thoughts of men, 
which God has reſerv'd for thoſe thar 
love himz how Incffable and Incompre- 
henſible muſt rhoſe things be which he 
has reſcrv'd for Himſclt > the infinite 
Superiority of his Nature above all 
Created Beerngs, placing a vaſt diſpa- 
ricy berwixt his greateſt communicared 
Vouchſafements , and his Boundlefle , 
and therefore ro Creatures Incommuni- 
cable, PerfcRions, 

Wonder not therefore , Lizdamar, 
that my weak cyes dare not dwell long 
upon an Obje, which they cannor ſted- 
faſtly gaze on long without being 
dazI'd : And donot marvel that | fcru- 
ple norto uſe ſeeming Hyperboles in the 
mention of Perte&ions, which make the 
higheſt Hyperboles bur ſeeming ones : 
both God's Nature and his Word de- 
clating him to be exalted above all Lleſ- 


fivg andpraiſe. If it were ſeaſonable , 
F 4 Liiz- 
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Lindamor , to entertain our ſelves but 
with thoſe Attributes of.God which are 
Legible or Confpicuous in the Creati: 


on , We might there diſcern the admi- 


rable Traces of ſach immenſc Power, 


ſuch unſcarchable Wiſdom , and 
exubcrant Goodnets, as-may juſt 


ſuch 
ly ra 


viſh us roan Amazement at them , ra 
ther than a bare Admiration of them, 


And Imuſt needs acknowledge , 


Lip 


damor, that when with bold Teleſcope 
I ſurvcy the Old and Newly diſcover 
Stars and Plancrs that adorn the uppe 


Region cf che World; and when 


with 


excellenr Microſcopes I diſcern inorther- 


wiſe Inviſible Obje&s the unim 


itable 


Subtilry of Nature's curious, Work: 
manſhip; and when, ina word, by the 
help of Anatomical, Knives , and thi 
light of Chymical Furnaces , I:ſtudy the 
Boc k of Nature , and conſult che Glob 
' ſes of Ariftotle , Epicurus , Paracelſus, 
Harvey, Helmont, and other Icarn'd Ex- 
poſitors of that Inſtructive Volume | 
find my felt oftentimes reduc'd ro ex- 


thou made them all | -- And when 1 


been loſing my-ſ{clf in. . admiratign, of 
ough}- 


0 


what .I - Underſtand. not bur. &n 


claim with the Plalmiſt , How mamfold} 
are thy works , O'Lord.2 in wiſdom baſ 


hay}. 
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to Admire , and not to Comprehend ; 1 
.am'often obliged ro interrupr or break off 
my Enquiries , by applying to the V\ ors 
of Gods Creation the Expreſſion us'd by 
St. Paul of thoſe of his Providence , O the Row: 11, 
depth of the Riches both of the wiſdom aud **' 
knowledge of God | bow unſearchable are bis 
judgments, and his ways untraceatle | And 
Exclamations of this Nature may the at- 
tentive Conſideration of any other of 
Gods Attributes deſervedly produce. Bur 
having elſe-where treated of this Subjc & 
ina peculiar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, L14- 
damor , invite you to conſider with me , 
how much You, and thoſe that ate C on- 
ſcious ro their having Virtue enough in 
themſclves ro make .chem prize it in 
Others, arc in love with Cato, Sc/pro, ans! 
thoſe other Heroes, that did Ennobl: and 
almoſt Exceed Mankind , upon th bar: 
knowledge of their Viftues 3 although 
from them we derive no Perſonal advai- 
tage (their Death having numercus agcs 
preceded our Nativity.) Since then we 
pay ſo much difintereſt Love ro ſome few 
Faint and ill-refin'd Virtues that ne're did 
-profit us : how much onſuch a Sccre, and 
"atthat Rate, ſhould we Love him, who 
ſopofleſſes all PerfeRions, that cach of his 
- PerfeRtions 15 Infinite > Vere you and I 
Our 
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6ur own Creators , Livdamor, and whol- 
ly independent upon God, without either 
Need or Hope to taſte his Bounty ; ' his 
native Exccllencies, and what he has done 
for Others , ſhould ſurcly Raviſh us and 
Enamor us of Him. Though his Bene: 
firs ro us did not entitle him to our Love, 
his Eſſence ( the Source and onely Mo- 
tiveof thoſe Benefits ) would give hima 
Right toit ; and though we ow'd him 
nought for what Ve arc , we yer ſhould 
owe him Love for what He is, He is 
that glorious Sun , From whom (as 
Beams) all created PerfeRions flow , and 
In whom they all concentre. To omit 
God's Sovcrain Majeſty ( which places 
him ſo high , thatbur ro own for him ſo 
Familiar and Levelling an affeQion as 
Love, much more to exped& to be Re- 
lovd by Him , were nor the leaſt ſawcy 
Prcſumption man could be guilty of , did 
not his own Commands make ira Dury.) 
Not to inſiſt onthis, I ſay, Let us a while 
conſider tht proper and peculiar arrra- 
Rive of Love, his Lovelineſſe 3 which is 
ſuch , that, did we. bur once fee it, all 


C rs rene ( even we being} 
d 


Judges ) would then be as Impoffible as 
they are now Unjuſt, In the Fifth-Evan- 
geliſts Propherick Viſion , rhe Seraphims 
chem- 
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| themſelves (thoſe glorious Ornaments of 


the Celeſtial Hierarchy ) are repreſented 
35 Covering their faces in God's pre- 
ſence, either Bluſhing at their Compara- 
tive Deformity, or Unable to Suſtain the 
ualifr'd Splendor of ſo Divine Brighr- 
wit; whence perhaps it became of old 
the Jewiſh faſhion (as ſome frequent Ex- 
prefſions in their Writers intimate) when 
they went to Pray , to Veil their heads 
faces : ( _ now , have in their 
Synagogues ſeen them onely Cover their 
va ol not their faces, _ thoſe white 
Garments they wear at —_ De- 
votions. ) And , Lindamoy, it Moſes's face 
by bur a few days Converſe with God , 
refleed ſucha Light as dazI'd mortal 
eyes; and if his ſwift Poſts the Angels , 
when ſent on Errands to us here on Earth, 
even when they may be ſuppoſ'd (it 1 
may ſoſpeak ) to wear their Travelling 
Cloathes, and ſtoop as much to our frail- 
ty in the Form, asthe Region, they ap- 
pear tous in, do, in ſpight of that dark- 
ning Condeſcenfion, fo much Tranſcend 
all Obje&s here on Earth , that the Scrip- 
ure often mentions, That even thoſe thar 
aſpir'd to imitate their Virtues , were 
confounded at their Preſence : And if , in 
this veiling Habir,they appear ſo any = 
that 


=. Seraphick Love, If; 

that their thus diſadvantag'd Beauty, tf th 

made the Complement and Hyperbole of Þ nx 

that Quality 3 what may we, or rather C 

what may we not , conclude of God him || ra 

Plal.54.9. ſelf, of whom the Scripture ſays , He tha || F: 

planted the Ear ſball be not bear be tha ar 

formed the Eye ſhall be ot ſee? Thatis, | M 

He that Imparts a Faculty or an Excel-| ve 

Icnceto the Creature, (hallnor he himſelf} w 

much more eminently Poſfefle it > And inf} ec 

effet , the moſt unblemiſh'd Created} C 

Bcaurics arc bur faint Shadows ( or tru-Þ yi 

lier, Foils) of His.. Thoſe drops of Prer-F} di 

tincſle ſcartcringly ſprinkled amongit theff ct 

Creatures were defign'd ro Dztccare andff V 

Exalc our Conceptions, notto Invcaglef} L 

or Dctain our Paſhons ; for., God didf} I 

ne're intend them to Terminate our Love, | C 

bur onely by our Eycs to cxalt our Faith} l! 

above them , and by the Beaurics our} 7 

$1ght can apprehend, to raiſc'us 0 a Con} n 

fidencc, that there is in their Author more} 7 

than we can cithcr Sce or Comprchend, Þ p 

: King, 2. Like Eljab 5 hery Chariors , though they © 

1, be Pure and Bright, and conliſt of the No-F d 

* bleſt and Glorioulcſt materials , rhey arch t 

meant by God but ro carry us up to Him. ff \ 

A And as the Patriarch's Steward was fur-f| « 
en 24 Coax... - 

10---53, NIſh'd with ſg ſumpraous an Equipage toff 4 

court Kebecca, nottor himſelf , bur far 

"E Iſaac ; 
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apnic 
Iſazc 3 ſo all the Lovelineſſe imparted to 
the Creature is lent it, but ro give us ſome 
more inlarg'd  Conceptions of that vaſt 
Confluence and Immenſity that exube- 
rates in God, - To make the righteſt uſe of 
Fading Beautics , you muſt conſider God 
and them, as you were wont to do your 
Miſtreſle's Picture and its Cryſtal Co- 
ver: where though that native Glaſſe 
were Pureand Lovely, and very richly 
edg'd; yetro gaze On it was not the 
Chicteſt Buſinefle of your Eyc 3 nor did 
you in it Terminate your fight , bur gree- 
dily look Through and Beyond it , upon 
the adored Image thatſolid veil bctraid. 
Me-thinks Seraphick and our common 
Lowers behold Exterior Beautics with a 
Difference reſembling that , wherewith 
Children and Aftronomers conlider Ga- 
lileo's Oprick Glaſſes, ( with one of which 
Teleſcopioes that I remember I ſaw at Flo- 
rexce , he mcrrily boaſted that he had , 
Trovato la Corte a Grove) which the one 
prizes moſt for what they Appear z the 
other, for what they Diſcover. For Chil- 
dren contenting themſelves ro wonder at 
the Length , and fall in love with the 
Workmanſhipand Gildings of the Tube, 
do thus but gaze upon them 3 whereas 
Aſtronomers Look Through them 3 and, 
ſcarce 


Set. 12. 


HT VE» 


ſcarce taking notice of the unuſual Orngz 
ments , or the Shape , employ chem 
find out unknown Lights in the Skie , and 
to deſcry in Heaven bright Stars , unſcey 
before , and other Cceleſtial Novelties 
and Beauties 

I deny not, Lindamoy, that God has 
been pleaſed to adorn ſome of his Crea- 
tures with Hints and Impreſles, as well of 
his Lovelincſle as his other Excellencies; 
bur they do much more faintly and im- 
perfeRly reſemble Him, than the counter- 
feit Sun we ſometimes ſce in a Cloud 
emulares rhe Truc one , by whoſe Re- 
fraced and Refle&ed Beams , ſome acute 
modern Narturaliſts ſuppoſe it ro be pro- 
duc'd, For though this Derivative Sun 
ſhine with a not-inconſiderable Luſtre, 
comparatively to the reſt of the dark 
Cloud it ennobles , yer is it not onely as 
much inferiour tothe true Sun in Bright- 
neſſe, as in Height ; but it enjoys alone a 
Precarious, Dependent , and almoſt Mo- 
mentary Beeing , which often it loſes in 
a very Short time , and never attains to 
preſerve a very long one, And thercfore 
ro negle& that ſupreme Reſplendency 
that ſhines in God, for thoſe dimn Repre- 
ſentations of it , that we ſo doat on in the 
Creature, is as prxzpoſicrous - - 
ura, 
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ns ford, a5 it were fora Perſian to offet his 
1 tf Sacrifice roa Parhclion, ( as the Greeks 
and | call that Mertcor ) inſtead of adoring the 
cen} Sun. And certainly , Zindamor, if our 
ties} Jim ſight , like chat of the Prophers Ser- 
vant , who ſaw the Mountains ncar Do- : King 6. 
ta | thu covered with Horſes and Chariots 7: 
ea} of Fire , were privileg'd rodiſcern other- 
lo} wiſe Inviſible Obje&s, our raviſh'd Eyes 
3 | would behold Lovelinefle cnough in God 
IM- | comake us inccflantly exclaim in the Lan- 
cr* | ovage of the Prophet, How great is bis Zach.g.19 
us. ty and bow great bis Beauty Agrec- 
e- ably whercunto we may obſerve, Thatas 
ute Þ the Load-ſtone dothartrat moſt power- 
'O- } fully the brighteſt Necdles, made of the 
un | nureſt Stecl, and thoſe that moſt approach 
©, ut; ſo Angels, whoofall Created Bee- 
at | ings enjoy the uncleuded'ſt Light, andthe 
'BJ moſt clear Knowledge of their Maker, do 
it- f love him with a Conſtancy ſo fix'd , that 
> 4Þ in five thouſand and {ume odd Centuries 
0-Þ of years, ( ctHuxt tince the Creation ) they 
in} could neverſce any thing, cither In God , 
0} or Outof Him, capable to ſeduce them to 
IC | a Change. God's Lovclindfle ( which is 
CY F ſuch, that the Eternal Fruition of himfclf 
© | Creates even His Fzlicity ) is like rare 
be | Muſick, which though it do delight all irs 
Þ- { partakers , the Knowugeſt Artiſts ol 
X © 
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do highlieſt Value, and are moſt raviſhigh & 
with tie Tranſports in produceth , beln th 
he Skib ſi 


proportion'd to the degrees of t 
tulncfle of its admirers, The A 


Spirits indeed deferred rheir firſt Star'on;Þ r+; 


not frighred thence by any blemiſh the 
defcry d in God 3; bur probably fell by x 
ſawcy AﬀcRation of a Parity , and (a 
Divines tell us ) a Sacrilegious aſpiring to 
Pcrlc@&ions , which they were criminalh 
unablc ro behold, without wiſhing them 


their own. And for their preſent Separati- 


hinder her flight ro that wiſh'd Union ) 


on trom God,tt 15 their Curſe and Puniſh- 
ment. And I ſhall ingenuouſly confeſs to 
you, L:ndamor, that by the advantagious 
Idcacs I entcrtain'd of God's Perteions,] 
havebeen ſometimes inclin'd to think,rthat 
the reaſon why God tells Moſes, 7 hou caſt 
not ſee my face,for there ſhal no man ſee me & 
live, night be, that, ( as Tranſcendent 
Objc&s deſtroy the Senſe ) ſo Lovely and 
Glorious a fight ( whoſe Continuance 
ſhall make our Happineſle in Heaven) 
would ler in Joys, and would create De- 
fires, too Mighty for frail Mortality to 
ſuſtain, The raviſh'd Soul being ſhown 
ſuch Game as Thar, would bare fo cager- 
ly, that ſhe would break thoſe Leaſhes 
that tic her to the Body , ( and thereby 


and 
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alc $144 Heatr (too narrow a Recep” 

tiek tor ſo much Joy ) romake room tot 

ſud Gucſts, would 1iretchunto'a Rupture. 

Lobging or Joy, have ſometimes ſingly 

reach'd Degrees,that have made them Fa- 

ml 3 And why rhen ſhould their Union in 

ſuch Extremes be thought uncapable of 

producing the like cftc& > Nor 15 1t pcr- 

<ace more a Privilege of the next Lite , 

thar we ſhall then ſee God , than that we 

ſhall ſurvive that glorious Sight 3 which is 

wo dazling an Ovjc@ tor Mortal Eyes , 

fl (ro uſe St. Paul's Exdreflicn ) our moy- 

tal ſalt bave put ontmmortality. Bur | muſt 1 Core 15% 

16 longer loſe my ſelf in a Theme , on ** 

Which it 15 ſocaftc ro ſpeak Much, ando 

impoſſible to fay Enough. it 1 be nor very 

nidich miſtaken, they are fo, whopreſume 

w give us fatisiaGory Definitions of Gods - 

Narvre, which we niay perhaps more (atc- 

( Define by rhe Impoſlibilicy of irs being 

accurately Defined, And | muſt confeſle , 

1d0 che leaſt expe the beſt Deicription 

ofthe Divine Natute, from thoſe that are 

moſt forward tb rake upon rhem ro F-xpli- 

e&<c it: For otr Words being burthe Re- 
eſentations of our Notions, and thcy bee 

my neceſſarily Finite, as our Pccing 3 fow 

men are (me-thiinks) more hkely ro be mt- 

flaken in the Nature of what's Infinite , 

RT G ( and 
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(_ and conſequently of God's Attributes ) 
than thoſe that think Deſcriptions can 
comprize it, Nor will an Aſtiduity and hi 
Conſtancy of our Speculations herein re- 
lieve us; For too fix'd a Contemplation of Þ 
Gods Eflence does but the more confound Þhi 
us. As | remember, St. Paul tells the Jews, ſt 
that hc could pot ſee for the Glory of that 
I;ght,that ſhon from Heaven abour him at 
lis Converſion, Andthis the famous Sim 
aides experimentally found , who being 
ask'd what God was, tcok a days time to 
conſider of it 3 after, being call'd upon for 
his anſwer, he dcfir'd Two days longer to 
think vpon itz and,when they were expir'd, ÞÞoc 
demanded Four days longer z and ſo comti-Jth 
nu'd agreat while , cach time EncreafingÞan 
his Demands for Reſpite z till, being preitÞ#ou 
to give an Account of ſuch a Dilatory wayſſg t 
of proceeding , he ingenuouſly acknowPth 
ledg'd,that the Jongcr he C onfider'd Godſpect 
Nature, the Ile he Comprehcnded ita 
And indeed, Expericnce tcacherh us, that 
they that gaze ſtedfaſtlicſt onthe noon 
days Sun,can leaſt of all diſcern whar it is 
being rather Dazl'd than Inſtruced by k 
confounding an Obje&, Nor, isit onel 
Lindamor, atask of too great Difficnlty fat 
a mcer man, perfc&ly to Explicate thi 
Incomprehenſible Nature of God , tt 
whidg -. 
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$) Iwbich.nothiog bur his own Infinite Un- 
an Kerſtanding can. be adequate: bur, me- 
nd ftkinks, even to Celebrate God's PertcRi- 
re- ſons, cannot be ſoberly attempted withour 
of ſk-very deep ſenſe of a mans own Unwor- 
nd Þkinefle and Incapacity. For,the ſame Ex- 
vs, ſellencies that furmiſh us with Praiſes, do 
ha Branſcend them, And the fruicfulncſle of 
at Fhe Subject may as well detcrr , as invite 
no- Þur Pens; fince,as we arc ſure we ſhall noc 
ng Fant Theme, fo we are certain we cannot 


Ygnific it, And for my part, L:ndamoy , 
hough my Subj. & cxated of me the 
 toÞrailes I have endcavourcd to aſcribe 'tg 
"d, bod, yet ſhould have thought itrequitire 
ui-fahcr ro decline the Laws of Mcthod, 
ingſhan be reduc'd ro Derogate from what I 
reltFould Extol : If the Neccſlity of Derrat- 
vayhis trom Gods PertcEions were nor equal 
»w-Þthatot Mentioning them 3 and if that 
odKecefiry were not as Glorious to Sod, as 
1 ir frcatcr Praiſes than we are ablc to aſcribe 
hafim, could be. Bur, L:1damor,having thus 
on-fone Right ro my Method,though I could 
r isFot co my Theme, I ſhall onely invite you 
imitate with me thoſe Periians , thar 
elySdorcd the Sun , thought the light he icnc 
faem ſerv'd bur ro make the ſource of ir 
taSdmircd , and nor to Pry into his abſtraſe 
fence with ir, Audrliough 1 might ay 
* G 2 MU 
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much more concerning Gods Perfeions, 
1 muſt henceforth think Silence the prope 
reſt Language I can now employ z fore 
SHence that beſt exprefles our Wonder : 
and ſure, Wonder 15 never more ſeafona- 
Lt- than when God is the Obje ; A pro- 
{trate Veneration being the ſateſt Ap 
prehenſion of Him that is Incompreher- 
lible. 

Having thus conſidered, L:1zdamor, hoy 
fit an Objce& God is of our higheſt Lowe, 
for what he is in Himſelf ; let us now pro 
cecd to dcrive further proofs of the ſame 
Truth, from what he is to Us, (that ya 
Graritude may contend withyour Reaſor 
which ſhall molt heighten your Devoti 
on ) and we ſhall fink in the Vaſtncſle 
Freeneſſe, Diſ-intereſtneſle, Conſtancy 
and Advantagioulneſle of his Love tou 
that more than All the Love we can P; 
him, were bur a little part of that we ow: 
him. 

Bur for the firſt Attribute, we haw 
aſhgn'd his Love ( the Greatneſs of it ) i 
being a General Property , difful 
Through all chereſft, and conſpicuous i 
them , it requires now to be treated 
apart. 

We ſhall chen proceed to the Freendfy 

or unmeritcdneſs of Gods love 3 To | the 
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lieve which ſtrangely Vaſt, we need bur 
conſider, that we fo little could ar firſt 
Deſerve his Love, that he lov'd us cvcn 
before we had a Becing : Andour Felici- 
ty,in his Degrees, preceded our Exiſtcnce 
PIT in this world, God lov'd you numerous 
hen. | 48S before you Were; and his Goodneſs 
"F is ſo entirely urs own Motive, that even 
hoy J9ur Creation ( ſince when alone you can 
tend to merit his love ) 15 the Lftc& ct 
it, . This Benefit alone were tufficient to 
PI0F render God the Obje& of our Love, 
ay though VVe were that of his Averſion. 
For ( as the Perſians ador'd rhe Sun even 
when ic ſcorch'd them ) we eſteem our 
iſ {cles oblig'd to love and honour our Pa- 
rents in ſpight of their being wicked and 
"OI unkind, though they be bur Gods Inftru- 
"ments in our Produ&tion, and made us 
What we were born, nor Arbitrarily, bur 
Jin virtue of his Ordfnation. Bur God, to 
confer on us, in the molt excellent and en- 
Jdcaring manner, rhe blefing promis'd to 
his anticnt People, when he vouchſated 


freely, was pleaſcd to love us, nor onely 
*n we were Notatall, but when we 


ſairh St, Paul) we were reconciled to God by 
."Ythe death of bis Son, 8&c, Our Incxiſtence 
G3 indee \ 


Jo aſſure rhem, that he would love them 1s, 14.4, 


re his Enemies; 1f when wewere enemies gq.q.1o 


Seraphick Love. 
indecd was a Condition, wherein nothir 
in us was capable of being a Morive 
Gods Love : but our Enmity procced 
further, and made us worthy of his Dt 
ecſtarion ; as if his Love were nothing u 
lefſe it Vanquiſh'd Obſtacles, as wella 
Wanted Mortives. This gave the Apt 
ſtle a juit cauſe ro ſay, that God ( omme 

Rom. 5.8, detb his love towards us, 1 that while we wo 
get ſinners Chris died for ws : That 1s, whe 
we wanted all Motives to invite his Lo 
unlefle our very Want of them fhor 

als for one. And how did God exprd 
is Love unto us 2 Even by the Gitrof t 
Son of his love 3; For God fo loved the world 

Job.g.16, ( ſaycs the divine Token of his Love) th 
he gate bis only Legotten Son, And how 6 

Phil.z,s, that Son Love it 2 He ( ſaycs the Apoſtle 

7,8 being in the formof God, thought it no 

bery toteequal with God ; Eut made him 
of 10 reputation, and took upon him thef 

of a ſervant, aid was made tn the likene i * 
men, Ard being found tn faſhion as a mi 

be humbled himſelf, and Lecame obedic 
wito death, even the death of the Cro ſ#. That 
1s, That he would love at no lefle Rar 
than Death 3 and from the ſupereminen 
heighth of Glory, {'cop'd and abas'd hin 

{clIf ro the ſvffcrance of the extremeſt c 

Indignities, and Sunk himſelf to the bar 

[10)| 
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1 Per, 1, ardently deſire to lock 1210 thoſe Divine 
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Myſteries. I find it hotly diſputed a- 
mongit Divines, ( not  enely betwixt the || Je 
SOcinians and the Qrtnacox,: bur betwint | we 
Orthodox and Orchodox) VVherher er ns || thi 
God could, without vice ng 55 Juttice, Þ do 
have dcviſcd any other Courte tor tie fþ of 
Expiation of Sin, than the -Paſhon and Þ rh 
Death of Chriit, Bur, wiuhour ventus | Sc 
ring to Dctcrmine, whether or no God | on 
Could,ro Redecm us, have cholun any Q- | an 
ther way, We may latcly rhiyk, that he || © 
Has choſen the moiſt Obligting and moſt Þ en 
Endcaring way ; diſplaying in ttus Divine Þ A 
Manner of Reſcuing us, the fſcvereſt Ju- Þ in 
ſtice, and the highclt Mcrcy 3 the greareſt Þ cj 
Hatred ct Sin, and the grearcit Love ro | V 
Sinners : Since by thoſe unequall'd and un- | Sic 
valuable tuftcriugs, ro witch he delivered If an 
up for us that Son, who is ſo near unto | tc: 


Ioh.19-39 him, that he tru!y ſaid, 7 aud the Father are} D 


one, Fic at once mamitcited both how || cl, 
much hc Hatcd Sin, which he ſo heavily Þ hi 
puniſ}'s4 in the Perſon he moſt Lov'd, || vi 
( thorgh chat Surcty bur Adoprcd it, to | a: 
free Men from the Inſupportable venges ff er 
ance Of it ) and How much he Lov'd $in- | nd 
ncr*, by giving up what he ſo Lov'd for a | ih 
Ranſome cf thoſe that werg guilty of | fo 
what he {0 Hated. And therefore our Sa- | V 


viour, 
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ne | viour, though he did ſuch great things to 

a- | farisne rhe unbclicving and contumactous 

the | ewes of his being ther promis'd Meſſiah, 

ixt | would not Decline Death ro convince 

no f them 5 And, though he had nor feldani 

ce, | done ſo much.ro make himlclt the Obje&t 

ie Þ oftheir Faith, would not be invited from \ 

nd | the Croſs, though the chick Prieſts and 

tu» | Scribes themſelves ſaid ar his Crucifixi- 

od | on, Let him now come down from the Croſf,, Mat. :3.9. 

O- | and we will believe on him, And Chriſt, ro 

he | convince the World of their unablencls to 

oft | emerge and recover out of thart- deep 

ne Abyſs, wherein the Load of fun ( which 

u- | in Scripture is call'd a werght ) had Pre- H<b.r2.1, 

eſt | cipated falln Man , came not into the 

to | World untill well nigh 4000. years of 

n- | Sickneſs had made the Diſcaſe Deſperate, 

cd Þ and the Cure almoſt Hopelcfle. $0 1nve- 

to || tcrate an obſtinacy at once widening the 

ze | Diſtance betwixt God and Man, and pro- 

w | claming the latters Diſabiliry ro find by 

ily | bis own wiſdome, Expedicnts of Re- 

d, | union, Thus Chriſt hcal'd and diſpoſicts'd Nar.9.32. 

ro | a dumb perſon, who was able to make 

+ | entreaties but by the Diſability of pro- 

n- | nouncing them 3 and might truly ſay to | 

- a | the ſecure World, 1 am found of them that 11a.64.r, 

of | ſought me xot. And when our Savtour 

a- | Was come into the wretched World, C 
| a 
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all the numerous Miracles recorded inthe 
Goſpel, he ſcarce did any for his own pri- 
vatc Relick. And to ſhew, that as he en- 
dured his Sorrows tor our ſakes, thathy 
his ſtripes we might be bealed; fo were the 
Joys he taſted in Relationto Us. We read 
nor( which is highly obſcrvable ) in the 
whole Goſpel that ever he rejoyc'd bur 
once,and that was, when his rerurn'd Dil- 
ciples inform'd him, that they had Vidto- 
riouſly chas'd Devils and diſeaſes our of 
oppre ſed Mortals, and that by his Authe- 
rity men had been d+ſpoſſeſd of bath the 
Temprer and Puniſhment of Sin, He con- 
vers d among his Contemporaries with 
Virtues, as well atteſting what he was, as 
Prophecies or Miracles could do ; and, to 
teach Man, how much he valu'd Him a- 
bove thoſe Creaturcs that ivian makes his 
Idols, he often altered and ſuſpended the 
Courſe of Nature, for mans Inſtrudion, 
or his Relief, and revers'd the Laws cſta- 
bliſh'd in the Univerſe, to engage Men 
ro obey thoſe of God, by doing Miracles 
{o numerous and great, that the Jews Un- 
belief may be almoſt counted One, Ye 
were thole wonders wrought for a Gene- 
ration that aſcrib'd them ro the Devil , 
and Return'd them with ſo unexemplifid 
an Ingrartitude, that'ris not rhe leaſt of his 

wonders, 
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wonders that he would vouchſafe to work 
Any of them for ſuch blaſphemous wret- 
ches-: who were indeed, as ſome of the 


- Larter Jews have too truly ſty'd Them- 


ſelves,in relation to their Fathers, C hometz 
ten ya-yin, Vinegar the Child of Winc, a 
moſt egenerare Off-ſpring of holy Pro- 
genitors, He ſuffered ſo much for them, 

that made him do ſo, that he ſuffcred the 
Addition of Miſery of being thought to 
ſuffer Deſervedly 35 And be was numbred 1654.0 
with the Tranſgreſſors. And though he | 
Liv'd as much a Miracle as any he Did , 

et did his Condition ſometimes appear 
bo Deſpicable and Forlorn,that Men could 
not know his Deity but by his Goodncſle, 
which was too Infinite not to bclong In- 
communicably ro God. And though 'twere 
once a ſaying of our Saviours,Greater Lowe 
bath no man than this , that a man. lay dew \ch.! 5-13 
bis life for hrs Friends ;, yet is not, what is 
ſaid of the Love here mention'd, to be 
underſtood of Love Igdefinucly or gcnc- 
rally conſidered;bur only of the {ingle Acts 
or Expreſſions of a mans love to his 
fricnds Compar'd betwixt themſelves. 
And ſo the alleg'd paſſage ſeems to mean 
bur chis, That among the ſingle Ads of 
kindnefſe roa mans friends, there is not a- 
ny One more highly expreſſive of a = 
. an 
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and ſincere Love, than to part with one; 
Life for their ſakes. This Text thcretore 
would not be Indefinizely applyed to the 
affe@ion of Love it {i if, as 1f it could nor 
poſſibly be Greatcr ria is requiſite to 
make a man Content or. Villing ro dye 
for his friends for he t!1ar ſacrifices beſides 
his Life,his Fortunc allognis Cigren,and 


* his Reputation , vocs racrcby expreſle 


more - love to them ta te could do by 
parting with his 1#- only tor tiem, And 
he that 15 forwars to dye for thoſe that 
Hare tum, cr, ar !©a't, know him nor, dil- 
cloſes a more p'encitull and exuberant 
ſtock of Love, tn | chat does the ſame 
Kindncfſe but fc 1:36! that. Love him, 
And thus our Saviour would be undcr- 
ſtood, unlefſe we would ſay, that he Our- 
practiſs'd what ke Taught 3 for, he came 
to lay down his lifeeven for his Encmies, 
and ( 1 ke the kind Balſom-Trec, whoſe 
healing-wounds weep Soveraign Balm to 
cure thoſe that made rhem ) he refus'd nor 
ro dyc for thoſe that Kill'd him, and ſhed 
his blood for ſome of them thar fpilr it, 
And fo little was his injur'd Love to the 
ungratefull World diſcourag'd or ime 
pair'd by the ſavage Entertainment he met 
with in tt, that, after he had ſuffer'd from 
wretched men(for whoſe ſakes he left Hea- 

ven 
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ven to become capable of ſuffering ) ſuch 
barbarous-[ndigiiries,as might have made 
bare Puniſbhmencs appcar Mercy, and cven 
Cruclty tr:{c't {ccm no morethan Juſtice 5 
whcn | fay,. to hope for ſo much as his 
Pardon were Prelumption 3 be was pleas'd 
to Create Confidence -of no Icfs than his 
Love, a Virtue. Nor think it, L:indamor, 
impertinent to our preſent Theme, that 
I infiſt ſo much on what Chriſt has Done 
and Suffer'd for us, ſince both he himſclt 


informs us, that He and his Father are oie : leh.10.39 


7$ 


and ſome of the Texts already menion'd S* 


have taught us, that 'twas an «fic of 
God's love alſo to the World, that He 


gave h1s only begotten Soi t0 Redeem it; and, 10V. 3. 16- 


That God commendeth bis Love towards ws, 


uw that while we were yet ſinners Christ dyed Row-5- be 


for w, Wherefore 1 ſhall without Scru- 
ple procced to obſcrve. to you, Thar: f© 
Free 15 Chriſts dile&ion, thar the grand. 
condition of our Felicity is our Bclict , 
that he is difpoſs'd to make us Happy 3 
on Tearms, not only ſo Honorable to him, 
but ſo Advantagiousto us, that,, I was a- 
bout to ſay, That poſhbly Faith ir ſelf 
would ſcarce be exacted as requiſite to our 
Happineſle, but that the Condition does 
encreaſe the Benefir, by vouchſafting us 
bold andcarly Anticipations of is : For ? 
Fait 


h.14. Y. 
9, 10, Il, 
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Faith being (as the Apoſtle rearms it) the 
Heb 11,1, ſubſtance of things hoped far, and evidence 
(or conviction) of things not ſeen, wafts our 

Joys to this ſide of the Grave, bows Hea- 

ven down to us, till our freed Spirits can 

+ foarup to Heaven ; and does us ſuch a 
ſcrygge, as the Jewiſh Spics did to their' 
Country-men, by bringing them over to 

Numb.1z This fide Jordan into the Wildernefle; 
>, 27+ ſomeof the pleaſant and Delicious Fruits 
of the bleſt Land of Promiſe, I ſaid, Lin- 

damor, that Faith was the grand Conditi- 

on required in Gods free grant of Eter- 

nal Life, Nor that would aſcribe any 

thing toa Lazy, Speculative, and Barren 

Faith, in oppoſition to that lively and 

Adtve one,which is called by the Apoſtle, 

Gal g. 6. is 31 ofyotrrs wigyzutry, Faith operating by 
lam 2.26. Love; (ince I am informed by St. Fames , 
that the Divorce of Faith and Works is 

as Dcſtruve to Religion, as that of Soul 

and Body is to Life : Bur that I was wil- 

ling to mind you, that though true Faich 

Gea, zo, (whichcrics like Rachel, Grue me ( bildren 
or elſe 1 dye ) be ever the pregnant Morher 

of good Works, yctare not thoſe Works 

che Cauſe, but the Effe&s and Signs of 

Gods firſt Love ro Men, (however afrer- 

ward the Children may Nurſe their Pa- 

rents.) As, though the Needle's point- 

Oy 
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ing at the Poles be, by being an EffeR, an 
Nr of its having been Invigoraced 
by the Loadſtone, or received Influence 
from ſome ocher Magnetick Body 3 yer is 
nor thar Reſpe& unto the North the 
Cauſe, bur the Operation of the Iron's be- 
ing drawn by the attraRtive Mineral. T hou 


nefle is that which makes it Ours ; nor 
doth He do us good, bccauſe thar We are 
good, bur becauſe He is liberally ſo ; as the 
Sun ſhines on Durghils , not our of any 
Invitation his beams find thcre, but þe- 
cauſe it 15 his Nature to be diffuſive of 
bis Light, Yet with this difference, thar 
whercas the Sun's Bounty, by being rather 
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an Advantage to us than a Favour, - de- 
ſerves our Joy, and not our Thanks , be- 
cauſe his Viſits are made Deſignleſly, and 
without any . particular Intention of ad- 


as that which makes Springs flow our in- 
toStreams, when their Beds are too nar- 
row tO contain the renewed water that 
doth inceſſantly ſwell the exuberant Sour- 
ces 3 ) God on the contrary, for being ne- 
ceſlarily kind, is nor Jeſſe Freely or Ob- 
ligingly ſo, to You or Me 3 for, Gu 
ſome kind of Communicativeneſle be 

Eſſential 


dreſſe,(by ſuch a bare neceſhty of Nature, 
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art good,and doit good, ſays the Plalmiſt to Plal.t ry. 
his Maker. The greatncſle of his Good- $3. 
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Eſferitial to his Goodnefle, yet his Extct 
ſion of it withour Himſelf,and his'Vouch: 
ſafingir to this or that particular Perſon, 
are/ptrely Arbitrary. To ont his Low 
rs the 'numberlefſle Ele& Angels 3 the 
{triARelations berwixt the Perſons of the 
Blefſed- Triniry, fapplying God: with 1n- 
rerhal:Objccs, ' whtch tmploy'd ts Kind- 
nefle before the Creation, and Himſelf 
being *able ro allow his Goodnefle the 
E xecnt of Infinity for irs Diffufion. But 
( having glanc'd ar this onely by the By) 
we may -yet further admiringly obſerve, 
Thar/whcreas men uſually give freelicft 
where they have nor given before , and 
make it both the Motive and the Excuſe 
of rheit defiſtance- from givirig any more, 
Fhat chey have given alrcady: Gods boun-1 = 
ty hath a very differen Method;for he uſes Bl 
ro'give;- becauſe he Hath given, and, thar 

he- May give, - Confonantly” to which, wh 
when the revolting 1fraelites had: broken his 
th& Contents, whiltt Moſes wasbrimging v1 
them the Tables of the LAW, iindhat}® 
cherthy provok'd the Incenſed Glvet of it 

ro the thoughts of a ſuddain Extirparion Mc 
of {6 Ingrarctull and Rebelliptis a'Pcople, j! 
we-may obſerve, Thar, whereas God, as 

unwilling to remeinber his former Good- "7 
nefle t9 them , ſpeaking ro Hoſes , calls 
them, | 
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of the Land of <Agypt : Moſes, onthe other 7: 
fide, ro engage God rothe New mercy of 
owe | a Pardon, repreſents to God his Former 
the | mercy to them,and calls them God's People, 


them, Thy People which thou broughteft out Exod.3:. 


the | which He brought forth out of the Land of ver. rr, 


Ins | Egypt with 7 us power, ad with a mighty 
nd} baxd, And fo conſpicuous in the Ercrnal 
ſelf | Son was this property of che Mercifull Fa- 
the [tber, that when ſick Lazarus's Siſters ime 
But | plored his Reſcue for their e5ſpiring Bro- 
yy ) [*0ery the Morive they employ, and whuch 
| Profper'd their addreſſes, was, Lord, Le- 


1nd | #Yom thou loveſt, ts fick, And as he takes 
uſe Ithe: firſt Inducements of his Bounty from 
'THimſclf ; ſo do his formcr Favours both 
ac; { avite and give Rates to his ſucceeding 
ſes Bleſſings. And there is reaſon for it : 
mar 98 his pure Love bcing all the Mcrir, by 
h which Man can pretend to the Effet of 
er [85 Bounty, 3: itis but juſt that the Degree 
(9 his Love ſhould Proporr on thoſe Fa- 
8 [urs,which'ris our only Tile coz and char 
(i; | Gods Liberal 'ty ſhould as well afford 
of (Meaſures as Morives to it ſelf. 


» than Free, His grand Deſign upon us is 
4. [pt romake us Inftruments and Parrakers 
11; & His Glory, and to bring us ro everlaſt- 
" ang 


Toli bold, ( not, he who loveth thee, bur ) be lob. 1r.3. 


Nor is Gods love Icfſe Diſ-intcreſs'd Seit.14; 
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ing Happineſſe, by a Way that does az 
well elevate and dignifie our Nature 3 as 
the Condition relerv'd for us will, His 
Method of ſaving us, if but comply'd with, 

Col.1. 12. does here, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, fit far 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light 5 We 
2 Per. 1.4. being made ( as St. [eter ſpeaks) Partaker 
of the Divine Nature, having eſcap'd the cor- 
ruption that 1s in the world through Luſt, 
So that thoſe things, wherein the nobleſ 
of the Philoſophers plac'd their Fzlicity, 
ſerve but to Qualifie and Prepare Chriſh- 
ans for that Higher Blcfſcdnefle thar is re- 
ſery'd by God for thoſe thar love him ; 
and cannot but be heightned and endear'd 
by the Value, which Graces and Virtue: 
had given men on Earth,for fuch a Nobk 
and Rational kind of Happincfle, as is aps 


can he have upon us, whoſe Goodneſke 

and his Blcflednefle are both Infinite > He 

was unconceivably Happy ('in his ow 
Selt-fufficicncy) before the Creatures had 

a Becing; and ſure tha felicity that need& 

on Qaid enim immortal ibus atque wo Themſelves to be 
b:atis, Gratia noftra queat largirier ſupreme 3 needs no 
Emnlumenti , Ur neffr4 quidquem thing that they can do. 
= gereie aggrederentur? Lucret, Nor was it 6 Indt 
0h Kody gence thar forc'd him 
. to make the World, thereby to make new 
. 4 Acquilt- 


portion'd ro them in Heaven. What end 
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Acquiſitions, but his Goodneſle,that preſt 
hiti'co Maniteſt,and ro Impart his Glory 5 
an re goods which he fo over-flowing- 
ly azounds with, Witnefle his Sufpen- 

{10n of the World's Creation, whichcet- 
tainly had ad anearlicr Datrc, were the 
Deity capable of Want, and the Crea- 
rurcs of Supp:ying it, St, Paul in his E- 
pittle to / 1mo:by, ſtyles God, Mx&5-, ; rim, r, 
which we trailate, The Llefped God, bur 11, 
may perhaps more propcrly be rcndred, 

The bappy Go - * andcl{c-where in thefame ; vim, s, 

Epiſtle hc truly calls him 7 bs Happy, as 1s. 
well as Only Potentate. God (ayes the A- ag.a7 +4 
poſtle ) t' at made the wetld ad a!l fhings 25,& 28. 

theretn, ſeetzs that He 1s Lord of Heaven 

41d Eayth, -welleth Lot, oc As tl ough He 

nee fort any this g, ſeethg that He 21eth to all 

Life, and Breath, azyd all Thrues, And, In 

Him, we live, and moue, and Dave our bee- 

img. And indecd, fo colcrentin the mind 

o a meer Man, that does but Conſider 

and Underſtand the Import of his own 

Notions, i5 the belick of God's happincfle 

to war of His Beeing, that 1 remember rhe 

Epictrean, Lucyetvs himifelf, cveh'in that | 

impious paflage, where he defies Divine 

Providehce 3 and in a ſceming, Eur inju- 

fious Corhplement, would, under the = 

tence of Eating. God bf it , Deprive' = 
H 2 O 
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of rhe Government of the World ; does 
yctconfeſle, rhat the Divine Nature muſt 
neceſſarily enjoy a Supreme and endlefle 
Tranquillity, adding, (to bring this to our 


preſent purpole ) that 'ris 


nn Privata dolore omit, privata pe- 
richs ; 

Ipſa ſuis pollens opibus , athil mndige 
noitri. 


Vhereby he acknowledges , 


Thar from all gricts and dangers &f 
them freed , 
Rich in itſelf it has of us no need, 


Or,if you wil have him ſpeak of the gods 
in the Plural, like a Heathcn Por, that 


Far above griefs and danger, thoſe ble 
Powers , 

Rich tn their Native Goods, need none of 
Ours, 


A much Nobler Poct tells us, That the 

Plal.4-1. Eayth is the Lords and the fulne ſi theredf, 
the world and they that dwell therein ; A- 

Prov.2s6. Zrecably whereunto, that Great God the 
1, formed all things, (as in our Tranſlation 
the Scripture calls him) fayes in one of the 


Pſalms] + 
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Plalms, 1f were hungry 1 wonld not tell thee Vf. 50.12 
for the world is mire and the fulueſs there. 

His Ubiquity excludes all wiſhes of Rc- 

move, by making his Eſlince uncapable 

of Exclution 3 For, Vhither ſhould hc 

deſire to tranſport himſelf that is Every 

where, and can wiſh himſcit in no place 

where he's not alrcady > His ſuſhiciency 15 

ſuch, that he can ſee no Goods, bur whar 

he Gives, or Hath (or rather both beſtow3 

and pol, les ) his Plenty being ſo uncx- 
hauſted a Spring of goods, that his Libc- 

rality docs Iſle impoveriſh God, than the 

Suns light does him ; or imparted Knows- 

ledge impairs the Teachers Stock. And 
therefore, though St. James do very juſtly 

call God, The Father of Li9bts, who is the 199+ 4. 17. 
be!!ower of every good and every p*rfect, 
Gift 3 yct the Friend of God, (as the Scrip- A 
rure calls Abraham) and that Royal Prieſt, 

( whom the Writer to the Hebrews He> 7: per 
reaches us to have been ſo 1lluftrious a 
Type of Him, whom he calls 7 he 1b Med.2 to 
Prieft of our profeſſion) do both cf them in 

the ſame Chapter \yle him, 7 he Poſſe flor Gen. is. 
of Heaven and Earth. No, no, God needs 11, 22. 
not beg From, or covet In the Creatures 
ſhallow ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he 

not only Hath, but is the Source. Ovr 
greateſt Services to our Creator muſt bc 

H 3 tO 
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lob 25. 


637, 3. 


16, 
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© Diſcharge our {elves,nort to Advantage 
him, nor a> thinking to add any thingto a 
Felicity, which were not Infinite, couldit 
admit Encrealc, Our highcſt Performan» 
Ces, ti-ugh they be Ducs, amount nor 
unto iributcs , bur are rachcr lixe thoſe 
Peppcc-corns of Kent whici Free-holders 
pay, not witi hope or with intent to En- 
rica their Land-lord,but ro Acknowleog, 
that thcy holdall from him. When we 
admire the >Un , our Sceing of his lighy 
doth nor Incrcalc it, it makes it not Great- 
cr, bur oncly it makes it Ours 3 and when 
we turn away, or ſhut our cyc-, that glo- 
rious Planctſuffcrs no Eclipſe , and is nor 
gr all darkned or impair'd, nor doth He 
cthercby loſe his light , bur We : the Eafi- 
neſs of the application requires , and ex- 
cuſcs its Omiſhon. 1f thou ſinneſt (lays Eli- 
bu in Job ) what doſt thou agatiſt him 2 if 
thou be righteous, what grues: thou him 2 or 
what recerueth be of thine band? 1hy wicked, 
neſs may burt a man, as thow art , and th 
rightecnſyc fs may profit the ſoz of man. In &- 
fect, the wickea's ſpite againit God is but 
like a mad-man's running his head againſt 
a wall, that leaves the V all unſhaken,but 
daſhes his own Brains out. God inhabits a 


1 Tim, 6. Felicity ( as well as Lrgl4t ) macceſſible to 


all inferiour attempts : His ſoverain Trane 
| quillity 


——— 


— 
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Seraphick Love. 
gy is ſo —_ plac'd , that 'tis 

e the reach of all Diſquicting Im- 
preflions ; and, like the Stars, that feel nor 
the diſcaſes rheir inauſpicious Influence 


uces, He doth not Reſent the rorments 
he Inflits, God's Juſtice is nor Icfs Eflcn- 
tial ro him than his Mercy; Witncfs that 
(the numbers of the Saints and the Re- 
probate confider'd ) thouſands fall *a- 
crifices tothe ſevercr Attribute , for one 
that proves Capable of the milder, He 


ſaid , He would get bimſelf honour upon. . 


X0d, 14, 
17,18. 


Pharaoh and all bis Hoſt , when he de- 
fign'd their ruine in the Red-f(ea : and 
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Moſes ſaid , He bath triumphed 4 m— IN Ex-d.15.1 


effcing ir. And in Ezekzel he ſays, Behold 
I am agaiiſt thee, O Sidon, ard 1 nillbe glo- , 
rifi'd 1 the midit of thee, and they ſhall know 
that I am the Lord , when 1 ſhall bave exe- 
cated my judgments in ber , and ſpall te ſan- 
Aifi'd in ber. Thus, when a Flaſh ct Gods 


dndignation ( kindled by that $irange fire 


they preſum'd to offer before him ) had 
blaited che rwo prcſumpruous Sons of 
Aaron , God is ſaid to have been ſanifi'd tn 


Ezck :8. 


2. 


them that come nigh him , and to have been toy, ig, 


nifeſting him to be ſo Holy in his Law”, 
and ſo Concern'd for them , thar cven the 
H 4 Minifters 


glorif'd before all the people 5 {uch eminent 3. 
'andexemplary Inſtances of Severity, ma- 


ky eraphick Love. 


_ ., Miniſters of his Altars ſhall not violate 
4 chem with !mpuniry, but find Him ( what 
*Þ» the Writcr to the Hebrews calls -him)) 4 
conſuming fire; Who will be Glorifi'd 
bctore all 1s people, cicher by the Obedi- 
cence of thoſe rhat approach him , or by 
their Dcſtru&tion. So ro Evidence, thar 
Cod can dcrive Satisfattion as well from 
the Excrciſe of provoked Juſtice, as from 
that of his provuked Mercy ; the ſacred 
Orator uſcs this remarkable Aitaraclaſis , 
Deur.r8, Ad it ſhall come to paſs, that as the Layd re+ 
63, Joyced over you to do you good , and multiply 
you; ſo will the Lord rejoyce over you to de- 
ftroy yu , and ring you to ought, Thus 
thouzh it be truly ſatd of God by the Pro- 
her F remtah,that be doth not affi!# willing« 

y , aor grieve the children of men: ( and 
therefore the deternuned Conſumption of 
the whole Land , which our Bibles Eng- 
liſh,Gods work,þrs ftrange work, other Tran- 


Lam. 3.33 


11.28.21, {lators read, Opus alierum ſaum) Yer when 


the ſins of Incorrigible offenders are grown 
to that provoking Heighth, that his Mercy 
intcrcedes no more no avert or ſuſpend 
the irflitions of his Juſtice 3 rhen how 
much he can ſarisfie himſelf in-Deſtroying 
choſc that Would not be Preſerved, may 
be grels'd at by that formidable Expreſſion 
in Ezekiel ; where having foretold what 
havock 


ww » th © Cc - —— 
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Seraphick Love, 
havock the Sword , the Famine , and the 
yeſtilence ſhould make amongſt the intra- 
able and diſpers'd Iſraelites , he adds ( as 
akind of *Enwwv) Thus ſhall mire anger te 


accompliſhed , and I will cauſe my fury to reſt Ezckaz.s 


wponthem , and 1 will te comforted, Tix 
Houlings of the Damned as wcll ſound 
forth his Praiſcs , as do the Hallelujahs of 
the Saintsz they both do ſing ro him an 
everlaſting Canticle of praiſezoncly in this 
great Confort of his whole Incclligenc 
Creation , the defignlefly conſpiring 
Voices are as difftcring as the- Conditions 
of the reſpeive Singers. Hells darknefle 
doth as well contribute to God's Glory, a3 
Heavens Ercrnal Splendor : as Shadows, 
judiciouſly plac'd , do no Icfle praile the 
Painter , than dothe livelier and br giucr 
Colours, And as when the Earth coth 
ſend black, noiſome, and ſulphurcous E «- 
halations up roward the Sky , alas , they 


- | reach not Heaven , nor diſcompolc ti:c 


Spheres; bur all che Storms and 't hundcrs 
they produce fall on that Globe thcy came 
from, and there do all their miſchict : So, 
the wicked may Wrong God indeed , yer 
dothey recall ines bur themſclves by all 


their grearelt fins, which trouble tim 

chicfly,bur becanſe rhey neceſſitate Him to 

puniſh them: for the tranſgreſſions char * 
| | m© 


2,3. 
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moſt Provoke God do him not the leaftj99 
Harm. An impious perſon may ( as Ele 
lately inform'd us) hurt a Man, as himſef/ 
is, notthar ſupremely bleſſed Deity ; the ſ® 
Reſult of whoſe Infinite Perfe&ions is aj® 
reſembling Happineſſe, which is as inſeps-[®} 
rable from Him as his Efſence, Our of J®: 
fences may derogarte from his Acccſſionalf#6 
Glory, nor from his Eflcntial Felicity z or 


- rather the moſt deſperate finners by theirÞ® 


grcateſt Crimes, can but Changerhe At- rc 
tribute they ſhould bring honour to, andJ* 
bur oppoſe chegloritying of iis Goodneſs, [*9! 
to occaſion the glorifying of his Juſtice; 

ſince he will be infallibly glorih'd, ſoonorÞ* 
lare, either by mens a&tions , or their ſuf: 

fcrings; by their Praftice of Durics, or Pu- Rc 
niſhment for Sin. Thus you ſec how lirtlefMe 


- Godis beholden to youtor your Declin- 6d 


ing Hell : Nor will the ſcore be very much}? 
encreas'd by your Addrefles and Artemprs}Y 


lob 22. for Hcaven. Can a man (ſays Eliphaz ) teu 


profitable unto God , as he that 1s wiſe may te" 
profitable unto himſelf 2 1s it any pleaſure 
the Almighty that thou art righteous? ar is |) 
gain unto nim that thou makest thy ways per- 


fet > Congruouſly ro which ſenſe chef"! 
Pfal.16.2, Plalmiſt ſays, My Goodveſſe extendeth mt | * 


to Thee The fire that we kindle on Gods 
Altars hcatsand enlightens Us,but warms 
not 


Seraphick Love. 


leaf [not Heaven aro diſtant a remove , nor is 
thy [wanted in the Suns reſidence, Ve have all 
\afJibe Redolence of the Perfumes and In- 

the ſenſe we burn upon his Alrars, the Smoak 
is 440th vaniſh ere it can reach the Sky , and 
0a. {whilſt 'ris undiſperſt, bur clouds , and bur 

of. (Obſcures ir, , Our Bcſt Performances 
»nal[ase a5 uſeleſs Services to God, as the Heirs 
; orferinging Wax to his departing Father is 
heir $1 hum , which adds not any thing to the 
Ar. yich mans ſtore , and is by him delir'd and 
andJaccepted , onely to Seal away a Fortune 
eſs, ſo his Son, Though therefore ir be true , 
ice; {hat God is Pleal'd with ourPertormances, 
norfy<t is that Welcome he vouchſates ro give 
{uf-Ithem, ſo far from ennabling us by them to 
Pu-JRequire his Love , that it cncreaſes the 
le Jllorequitednefle of itz Since He is delight- 
lin-J<d withthem, as they afford him juſt Riſes 
uchÞ'9 rewardthem, How far from Merccna- 
pts ['y 15thien Gods Bounty ! fince he accepts 
| {Jour Acknowledgments of his former blc{- 
| te lings ( chiefly ) ro make them Opportuni- 
> tofiics of conterring freſh ones 3 as good oli 


is i {ſaac defir'd his Sons Veniſon , that from Gen. 27.4 


. Jie Relliſhing of that ſavoury Mear he 
the [might take an Opportunity to bleſs him. 


wt |- And the better todiſcover how Difin- 5:2 5, 


od; {terefs'd Gods favours are, ler us furchcr 
cms|©onfider , how little they arc Requirable 3 


not for 
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for we can give hin1 nothing but his 0 
mats. knows, all > ncither); = th 
both che Will & Power to ſerve Him areF*. 
His,upon ſo juſt and many Scores, that we Fo" 
are unable to Retribure, unleſle we do Re-J 
tore; andallthe Duties we can pay ouſ® 
Maker arc lcf{s properly Requitals tha 
Reſtitutions. When David and his Off > 
cers had offcr'd rowards the Structure & , 
that Magnificent Temple , which they Fe 
ſcem'd Ambitious ro make a Manſiaſ;” 
inferior to caven onely ; the King him-ſ, 
ſelf gave three thouſand Talents of Gold, i 
and {cven of rcfin'd Silver z and the Head}, 
of the People, five thouſand Talents ( be- ſo 
fides ren thouſand Drachms) of Gold , raf® 
chouſand Talents of Silver, eighteen thou- me 
ſand of Braſs, anda hundred thouſand off 
Iron, ( a Treaſure, of which I ſcarce re}. 
member to have rcad the like in any Ht: 
ſtory ) belides a number of all manner C 
Precious Stones, capable of impoveriſhing 
the vcry ſzdies ; They pertum'd this noble; | 
and uncquall'd Offtcring with a fſolems __ 
Confcſlion, which perhaps in Gods eſtecnſÞ 
was much more precious than It ; Thr, b 

O Lord, ( ſays the Royal Prophet in thef® 
name of all ) is the greatneſ{, and the power, 
and the glory , andthe Vitory , ard the mir hoc 
jetty; for all that is in heaven and in ay Joe 
thi 


Serapbick Love, 


vn, thine. Thine 1s the K tngdom, O Lord, and 
nd 2 ow art exalted as head above all, Both riches 
ond bonor come of thee, and thou reigneſt over 
hy. all. 4nd in thine hand is power and might , 
aud in thine band it 1s to make great , and to 
woe Hrength unto all, Now therefore, ouy 
f. God, we thank thee , and praiſe thy glorious 
« Name. But why am 12 and what 1s my people, 
” Of that we ſbould be able to offer ſa willingly after 
I this ſort 2 For all things come of thee, and of 
.  Uthine own bave we giventhee. For we are 
4 frangers before thee, ana ſojourners , a5 were 
os allouy Fathers, Our days on earth are as a 
te. |padew , and there is none abiding. . O Lord 
asr God ,, all this flore that we have prepared 
oY 6 butld thee an houſe , for thy boly Name , 
y cometh of thine hand , and is all thize own. 
IC- 


a! 


(to bim , and it ſhall be recompenced to him 
4 again? For of him, and through him, and to 
_ bim are all things. Nay , even our Love 
omo[#{clf (that poor mans Surety and Exche- 
om Per, thar doth pay all his Debrs ,. by ſup- 
plying him with the Prerogative ro Coin 


btn, 


| che (11s Deſires and Wiſhes of an Arbitrary 
value ) is here unable ro diſcharge our 
Debrs :. our Love being too machthe Eft- 
1 Jet, ro becapable of being the Recom- 
pence of God's, And ſurely , the Divine 


Amorilt 


wer, 


tht 
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ho ( ſays the Apoſtle, in a Queſtion that Row. u. 
Hi im irs own Negative) hath firſt gruen 35236. 
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Seraphick Love, 
Amoriſt had cauſe ro ſay ,- that herein ij © 
love, not that we loved God, but that be love C 
us. And, as the ſame Apoitle elfe-when 6 
ſpeaks, We love him, becauſe be firft loved w, 
If, in cfte& , we look upon the unworthy 
Conteſt, berwixt God's Mercies,and mot 
mens. Ingratitude , and bur refie& .upoif} 
the (! Sag mpm—_ ot Love that the greatc| 
Disburſements of His do uſually bring 
home 3 we cannot bur acknowledge ( ai 
David in the lately mention'd Scriprutt 
did) that our Loving God for his Favour 
is one of rhe greateſt Favours that we low 
himfor, So Unrequitable is God's Low, 
and fo Inſolventare We, that-char Low 
vaſtly improves the Benefit , by which 
alone we might have prercnded to ſon 
ability of Rerriburith. And fo unlimuted 
is rhis Impotence of ours to recompence @ 
repay God's Dileion, that it extends to, 
and fctters our very Wiſhes. For God 
enjoys an Affluence of Felicity, ſo perte 
and entire, that even our VViſhes can aim 
at nothing for him Worthy of him ,” ur- 
lefle inftruted by what he already aQu- 
ally poſſeſſes. Andthe Senſe of rhis ſame 
very Impotence, toſome of rhe gfcateli 
Proficients in Seraphick Love , appcars not 
the leaſt uneaſie Property of it. It grieve 
usfenfibly'; ro ſee ourſelves reduc'd = 
on: 


2-8-3. 3 LE I. 
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onely Paſſive , and the Receivers in this 
Commerce. We would fain contribute 
fomerhing , and cannot always rctrain 
from devoring our VV iſhes to encreale his 
Happincſle , ro whom we owe all ours, 
w- And ſome holy Perſons ( particularly Sr, 
Auſtin) have by the Exuberance of their 
Gratitude and Devotion , been tranſport- 
ing] #* make. VVithes, and uſe Expreſhons, 
ein their Aﬀe&ions had a greater 
cuſs} ſhare than their Reaſon,and which argued 
rol {em much bercer ro apprehend , rlow 
much God delſcrv'd of them , than How 
little he needed chem. But, upon ſecond 
thoughts, we ſhall find, that the Cauſe of 
hich] ur Grict ought tO turn it into our Joy , 
fince the Deſires wawould frame, aiming 
ired] ® Gods being infinitaly happy,are all Ful- 
© of filled before they are Concerved , and thar 
in the moſt Advantagious and Nobleſt 
od #2y : For, could Gods happineſle admir 
feat Acccihion by our accompliſh'd Wiſhes , 
aig] there were thena poſhbility of his VVant- 
 un-| ing ſomething to render it Compleat, And 
Ags| ſure , 'tis a more Supreme feliciry ro be b 
arm} Nature tranſcendently above All encreaſe 
:r>} &Bleſſedneſle , rhan to receive the Great- 
not] &t thar men can Wiſh. 
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eyes}. To proceed now to the Conſtancy of 5:2. rg. 


bel God's Love: wecannot entertain of God 
oh F any 


94 Seraphick Love. 
any Apprchenſions, nor altogether Uns 
worthy of him , andcriminally Injuriow 
to him, without believing, Thatro chink 
that he Canbe Incanſtant , is as great 4 
Crime as 'twere a Miſery to find him ſol 
His Love is like his Effence , . immutably 
Eternal , reaching from Everlaſting «© 
Everlaſting, it preceded the Nativity of 
Time , and will ſurvive its utmoſt Period 
Jeb,13.1, and Obſequies. Having loved bis om ;; 
which were 1ntheworld , be loved them unt1 | C 
the end, ſaysthe Evangeliſt : And when 
lamg, 19. St. Fames had told ns, That every good gift | 4 
ard every perfeft gift ts from, above, and come Þ (1, 
eth down from the Father of Lights, he adds} i 
(ro complete our Conſolation ) with whom | 11] 
is no vartablene ſi neither ſhadow of turning[Þ 11 
Of his own Will begat be us of the word of [to 
truth, And, in effcQ, lince God takes thelſf, 
Motives of his Loveto.us, from Himſelt;]:, 
not from Us, the Unchangablcneſle of his ny, 
Nature ſecms ſtrongly to inferr rhat of hisþ;f 
Charity, and our Happincfle in it. For, {Jh+j 
' Mal.3.6. amthe Lord, 1 change not ; therefore ye ſour 
of Facob aye not conſumed , ſays God by tasÞIny 
laſt of his Prophets ; and in; Jeremrab bef/m; 
tells his people ; 7 have lov'd thee with act þ 
everlaſting love. And what God once ſaidſgſc 
tob. 1, 5. to the gCNerous Joſbua , 1 will never leauthcl© 
thee nor forfake thee , is bythe WW _—_ f 
t 
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tl & Hebrews appli'd ro Believers in gencral: Hcb.r3 5. 

for #be gifts and calling of God ( lays the Romtts 

ſame Awtor clſe-where ) are without re- p 

peritarce, Nor do thoſe Crofles that ſeem 

due to his Anger deſtroy che Immurabili- 

ry.of his Love, fince even that Anger is an 

Effet of it , proceeding from a Fathcriy 

Impaticnce cffccing a Sport unw p'd off in 

the Face he loves roo well to fre a Ble- 

miſh in it 3 and from his Deſire to ſee his 

Child an Objc& fit for a larger Mcaſure 

o his Kindncfſe : as when we bear the 

duſt our of a Suit we fancy , we ſtrike nor 

ourof Anger, bot onely to remove that. 

which doth Sully it, and hinder us ro 

vomftake that Delight in it , which our fond- 

«nflc wonld be pleaſed witha juſt Cauſe 

{ oftofind. As many as | love, 1 rebuke and cha- ger 1 £9; 

cheffes, ( ſays our Saviour.) And, / &-ow, O pal, uy; 

elt;[ lord, ( ſays che Plalmiſt ) that thy Fudg- 75+ 
bYments are right , and that thon infatihfulnefi 

| hflhaf? af ied me, The Furnace of Affiictian 

Cr, being mcant bur ro Refine us from our 

ſoferthly drofſineſſe , and Soften u3 for the 

tn Impriffion of Gods own Stamp and 

þ bef/mage. The great and merciful Archure& 

h #ft his Church, (waom not onely the Phi- 

{ai ſophers have ſty1'd , bur the Scripeure ir 

eauÞelf calls THWIT'S , an Artiſt or Artificer) 2 

er Ofemploys not on Us the Hammer and the 
11 Ghizzch 
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2.5. Irving Stones , as may both Grace and 
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Chizzel, with an intent to Wound or 
Mangle us, but only to Square and Faſhi- 
on our hard and ſtubborn Hearts into ſuch 


Strengthen his heavenly Structure, Nor is 
God oncly thus Conſtant to his Love, bur 
to his Lovelincfle. Our Female Beauties 
are uſually as fickle in their Faccs as their 
Minds, and more certainly in the ſormer; 
becauſe , though Caſvalries ſhould ſpare 
them , Age brings in a Neccſſity of a 
Change, nay, a Decay =oung our Do- 
rcrs upon Red and W hire inccfantly per- 
plex'd,by the incertainty both of the Con- 

tinuance of their Miſtreſſes Kindnefle, and 
of the Laſting of her Beauty, (both which 

are ncceflary ro the Amoriſt's Joys and 

Quiet ) : for, ſometimes , when the Mt- 

{'refſes humour doth not cy ſo.Much, 

a5 to prove guilty of the fault of Incon- 

ſtancy, her face alters Enough to make her 

Lovers wiſh Inconſtancy no Fault ; or, 

that ſhe had committed 1t, that her Fickle- 

nefſe might afford them the Excuſe 

Imation or Revenge. Bur, in Dcvorion, 

we are equally ſecure from both theſe 

Dangers. Since God nor doth deſiſt from} : 

bleſſing us with His Love , nor ccaſes eve 

from dcſcrving the Heighth of Qurs. Nat : 

ts he oncly conſtant iv making us the Ob-ſ 

| ; jd} /1 
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jects of his Love, - bur alſo- in betiditig ard 
enclining us ro make him che-Obje ot our 
Rrongeſt AﬀeRtions 3 ſorhat he'nor onely 
perſiſts inconrinuing to us both the Offer 
andthe Value of his Love, bur perſeveres 
_— us a receptive Diſpoinion ro-Wel- 
come it ro'u5; and reflect it up to Him. The 
want of ſuch a Diſpoſition loit Adam Pa- 
radiſe', and the Fall'n Angcls Heaven 
there being to the Objc& that mult ſecure 
our Loveſucha Nature requiſite in rete- 
fence to our Aﬀe&ions , as Philolophets 
are pleaſ'd roaſcribe to the worlds Cen- 
tre in rclation-ro Hcavy Bodies , which 
they reach us ; that Marnctick Point has 
the donble Faculty , nor onely-tco Draw 
thither , but to Kcep there, For ſo Un- 
toward and” Crofſe-grain'd are We, in 
Point of our own Good , -and fo unkit ro 
rocure, 'and ready ro Duſert , our own 
Felicity , thar neirher its Excellency is a 
ſuffictent Motive to catry our addrefles to 
ir;norirs pofleiſion a competent Tic to in- 
tercept un us all deſigries of Revoles and 
Divorces * but we rhuit be uſed as pecviſh 
Children are, who ( on the one (ide) when 


their mouthes- are out of taſte , and rhey 


Tefuſe ro rake what is neceſſary tor chem , 


'-Mmuſt have it nor onely Offer'd them , bur 
"*Fgre'd upon them, and be ( as ut were ) 
72 ink I 2 Made 
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Made to receiyc it; and who (onthe other 
ſide ) muſt be, reſtrain'd from gadding, 
when the Beauty of the Manſions they live 
1 cannot invite their Stay, bur they would 
gladly kave the proudcit Palaces Archi; 


xeRure can boaſt, to Run into the Street , 


and Dabble in the Kennel, All thele three 
Properties. of Divine Conſtancy are nor 
ill Shadow'd in the opcrations of the 
Load-ſtone , (a Mineral in winch I have 
made to0 many Experiments , not to be 
by you allow to make fome Compari- 
ſons to it, ) For, firit, it never forſakes its 
Inclinations for the Steel ; next, being 
united to it, it retains ſo conRantly its At- 
trative Qualities , that it gives not the 
Needle any Motive of delerting it ; 
and thirdly, i doth never rightly rouch the 
amorous Stcel , without kaving an Im- 
preſſion , which ever aftcr dilpoſes it to a 
Converſion to that Magnctick Poſture , 
which beſt firs it to reccave freſh Influen- 
ces. To which, let me add this other Re- 
{cmblance , betwixt God's work on Us, 


and the Load-ſtone's On the Iron, that the: 


Kind Stone attracts a Necdle to ir, not to 


Advantage it ſelf by that Union , bur to 


Impart its Virtue co what it draws, Be- 


{ides, Abſcnce and Rivals , thole frequent 
Ruiners ot other Lovers happineſle , can 


; threaten 
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threaten nothing of Formidable to Yours. 
For, Abſence ( which ſo divorces us from 
that which animatcs us, that Lovcrs do 
not fo improperly ſtyle it Death , if 
Death be bur the Separation of Soul and 
Body ) by God's Ubiquiry we are fccurcd 
from 3 He is ever prefent With Us, or 
rather In Us, You that not long fince fo 
highly valu'd the Opportunitics of Con- 
vcrſing with your M ſtrefle for ſome few 
Moments , ſhall hcre find your Privileges 
improv'd to a Permiſſion , nay, an !nvita- 
tion , of cntertaining the Obje& of vour 
Love atall times. No hour renders your 
viſits Unſcaſonable , nor no length Tedi- 
ous : he 15 rather welcomeſt ro Cod thar 
comes to him Oftneſt , and ſtays with him 
Longeſt, Whart favours were vouchſat'd 
to that antient Propherefle , ( who was 
likewiſe one of the firſt Evangeliſt ) who 


for oy. years departed not from the ” em- 12.37, 


ple;but ſerved God with Faſtings and Proyers ak 
Night and Day, the beginning of St Luke's 


Goſpel may inform you. The miduight= 18, 6.15, 
- va of Paul and S:las did not oncly nor »6, &c. 
1 


ſkurb or Offend him they prail'd , bur 

procur'd the viſit of an Angel ro bring 

them miraculous and unexpected Liberty, 

as a proof of the Acceprableneſle of rhcir 

ſccmingly _— Deyorions. VV hen 
3 


Emoch 
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Gen. $.22 Enoch had walked with Ggd. as many years 
23»24 as the year has days , God was ſo tartrom 


Exod, 34, 
39. 


Pl.56 8, 


being imparrun'd or '1ir'dby that laſting 
Affiduity , that vouchifafing him an wnex- 
ampled Excmprion from death , he was 
pleaſ'd by a new and a nearer Cur to Hear 
ven, toadmit him to a yct Cloſer ,. more 
Immcdiatc, and more Undiftratted Com- 
munion with himfſclf. And when Moſes 
-had ſpent no lefle than forty days and fort) 
rights in Converiing ( it I may uſe ſo Fa- 
miliar a term) with God in the Mun, he 
krought down thence inſtcad of a Penance 
for his Importunity ,ſo ſignal and radiant 
a'Tcſtimony of God's peculiar Favour , 
that his dazled Coumry-men were as 
much Diſabled , as Invitcd to gaze on an 
ObjeRt of ſo much Wonder. Andthen , 
How proud do we ſce many Lovers of 
their Suffcrings , when ſhe but Knows of 
them for whom they arc endured > But in 
Seraphick Lowe, there i5 not the leaſt good 
With, or privatcſt Suffcring , nay, nota 
whiſpering Sigh, or cloſer 1hought, that 
fil. ntly Groans or Aſpires in the Amo- 
-rous Soul, bur He both fſces and hears, 
that Puts his Scrvants tears znto bs bottle, 
Swecrning and Recompencing the greateſt 
Misfortunes that his Love occaſions, with 


inch Supportand Joys, as hinder us ro fetlſ} 


Seraphtc O0Ue., 
them , and make them deſerve a contratY 
name, Each amorous Scul may lay 


God with Daud,, 1 hou kiowesi my dowH Pal. 139 
fittrng, and my up-riſing, thou underſtaudeft ** 5 


my thoughts afar off , thou conpaſſest m) 
path, and my lying down, and art acquainted 
rub all my ways. And Chriſt alſo himiſclt 
has ſo ancntive an Eye upon the amuruus 
Soul, that he is held forch in the Apocalypſe 


as relling the Ruler of thg, Church ot Sm. y-- 
nad know thy works,& triulation,C pouer- 
ty; And ſaying tothe Angcl of the Ciarch 
oft Pergamus,1 know thy works,a1.d where theu 
dxelleft, even where Satars ſeat 1s , aid thou 
boldest fagt my name, azd aſt not cenyed my 
faith, even in thoſe days wherets Autipas 
was my faithful Martyr goo was [lay among 
you, where Satan awelleth, So that no cn- 
dcaring Circumſtance of our Love fcapes 
unobſerv'd by Him , who tas Done and 
Suffcr'd ſo much to cngage us to ir. God 
remembers not our En. avours to fury 


Hinz, the Icfle , for Our havinz forgotten 


Rev. Z's 
8, $» 


Ver.12,13, 


them, #ken ſaw we thee ay way disrelj ed Mach. 15 


and relieved thee > will be tie Queſtion 
thoſe tro whom Heaven u {clt will be ar 
the lait Day awarded , as having Mini- 


{fred co.their Redeemer. Thole , that in 
'Degencratc times, {uch as ours , Linda- 
' or , did , like Lot in Sodom , mourn for 


I 4 Thcir 


37. <6. 


17, 


2 
6. 


Mal.3.16, 


Rev, *. 5g, him that ſerveth him wot. IT know, lays 
L190. 


Chron, Foraſmuch as it ws ini thine beart to build 


b» bouſe for my Name, Thou «4 '{t nell in that\ 
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Their Sins, that mourncd net for their. 


Own, and condol'd among themi{clves the: 
ſpreading Waickedneſle of the times they ; 
liv'd in; thovgh probably the danyers 
threarned them by the very Sintulnefle © 
they deplor'd , maderhcm atfetineh Prix: 
yacics in their Conferences, as treed them 
fromthe Thoughts of being Over-heard; 
yet the Scripture informs us 4 ( and vis a 
Comfortable as well as Memorable Pal- 
ſage ) that the Lord bearkie?, and beard it , 
and a bock of rememLraixce was written before 
bim, fur them that feared the Lard, and that 
thought upen bis Name. Thenſhall he retwyn, 
a.d diſcern betneen the righteous and the 
wicke. 5 Letneen him that ferveth God R ani 


Chriſt (not oncly to the Angel of Smyrna, 
bur to each truce Sufftrer for Him) 1 
works , and tribulation, and pruerty : Fear 
nent if theſe thinss that thou ſpat ſuffer, Be 
thou fautbfulumto death , and 1 nill orve thee 
a Cronz of life, God 15 often pleaſ'd to ac- 
cept thoſe good Thoughts and Intentions 
of his Scrvants, which never arrive at atu- 
al Performances. Though Davrd built nor: 
the Temple he defign'd , yer his Son; that: 
did it, informs us, that 4Godaid unto himy! 
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| was in thine heart, &c, And 'tisthe Epi- 


zhet our Saviour gives God , Tony Fathey Mar,s.6 
Spbich ſeeth in ſecret, &c. Nor need we fcar 


Rivals ſhould Supplant us, fince we 


fan have none in Devotion whoſe Prayer 
Sind Endeavour it 15 not, that God would 


kveus more. For his Love to You being 

(as the chicfeſt Merit ) the ſtrongeſt Mo- 

tive and Title unto thetrs, they cannor but 

Wiſh him well whom God doth love fo; 

and cannot VV ith him better, than by im- 

ploring for him freſh Additions both of 

that Love of God , and grateful Diſpoſi- 

tions tO return it. Our Saviour afſures us , 

that there 1s Foy en: the preſence of the Angels —_ % 
of God over one ſinner that repenteth. And 
the fole Hymn (excepr a Vitonary one) 1 us: *: 
find recorded of the Celeſtial Quire, was **' © 
ſong for a Bleſſing ro Mankind , witcrc th 

(fer ought 1 know ) their Love and *yrm- 
pathy alone concern'd them : Foy ##to us 1a. g. 6. 
(men) the Child rs born. and unto us the Soi 

is given, Who took rot upon bim the nature of *>:316 
Angels, tut the ſee!! of Alraham. So Noble 

and fo Diſintercſl'd doth Divine Love 


make Ours, thar there isnothing , beſides 
the 'Obje&t of that Love, that we love 
{more than our Concurrents in it , 


r- 


{chance onr of a Gratitnde to their afſitting 
t4[ us, ropay a Debt ( of Love and woy ) 
. or 
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for which ( alas ! )we find our ſingle (el, 
but roo Infolvent. JE 


SeR. 17. Perhaps I need not mind you, Lindanuli 


that divers Paſſages of the foregoing Dim 
courſe, ſuppoſe the Truth of their Doo 
trine, who aſcribe to God, in relation 
every man, an Etcrnal unchangable ; 
Inconditionate Decree of Elc@ion, 4 
Reprobarion, - Yet concerning the CorfPr 
croverſies berwixt the Caturprits and ri 
Kemonſtrants,about Pradeſtination,and ti 

coherent Doctrines, it were Impr bu 
give you here my {cnſe. Thoſe that arjn 
rruly Pious of cither Party are perhapyrot 
otherwiſe look'd on by God than by ongD: 
another, as Comending, which of GodgCt 
Attributes ſhould be moſt Reſpetted 4 rhyare 
one ſ:eming ro Athrm. irre{peftive DogPr 
crees, to magnific his Goodnefſe, and rhjtil: 
other to Deny them bur to Secure the cretic 
dir of his Juſtice, And cvcn in Honouringne 
the ſame Attribure his Goodnefle, rhe} Fe 
Adverlarics ſcem Rivals, the one pars 
ſuppoſing ir bcſt Celebrared by belicviFe 
it ſo Irreſiſtable, that ro whomſocver 'uv! 
intended, he Cannor bur be happy 3 andſ8© 
th' other thinking it moſt Extoll'd by bt fs 
ing believ'd ſo Univerſal, chat ir will mak-ur 
Every man happy, if he pleaſes : the oth 
Party clc&ins to honour Free-grace, by 
pr, ailignipg] : 


TIF ; jg 
. 


: (cligaſſigning it (as to men)an unlimitedly-vaſt 
JExcent;as the other does, by aſcribing ir an 
Safallibly-viorious Degree. Bur though 
7 Dilmy haſte, and the nature of my Theme 
Domake me decline the Controverhes abour 
Predeſtination 3 yet fince the Dodrine 
e aihat maintains it 15 not only by almoſt all 
1, (erect of Mankind, bur by the reſt of the 
CopSProceſtant Churches themſelves, ( the Lu- 
d rhtherazs, and divers learn'd Divines of the 
1d th{Church of Exglazd) not only Rejected, 
cr wbur Deteſted as little eſſe than Blaſphe- 
t arfmous, (as indeed they that judge it an Er- 
rhapfſror cannot bur be renipred to think it a 
y Ol erous one and- of very pernicious 
GodgConſequence, ſo farforth as its Sequels 
; thare permigted ro have Influence on mens 
Df Practice) I think it not amiſle ro Adver- 
1 c&{tiſe you, that the Dofrine of Prxdcſtina- 
cr} tion is not neceſſary of ar: the Free- 
rin} .ocfſe and the Greatnefle of Gods Love. 
hd For ſo conſpicuous and Refulgent a Truth 
armfisthat of God's being the Author of mans 
vin{Felicity, that the Diſpute berwixt the Cal- 
r a97n7ſts and Armintays is not ſo much cou- 
ul. ning the Thing,as concerning the Man- 
beFqer of irs being Proffer'd ; the former at- 
al-rming Grace to be Irrefiſtably preſented 3 
pef/the latter, rhough they deny it to be Irre- 
WKRable, ycr granting, not only that it 1s 
2 | altogether 


Of 


| 
- 
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alrogerher Free and Undeſcrvd, bur all 

chat the Froffcr is made both witha Pow; 
er cnabling thoſe ro whom *ris render'd, of 
Accept it, and with ſuch etgaging lov 
tations, that man at his firſf Converfight 
nced contribute nothing to his Felicity, bi 
the not-wilfully Refuſing ir,and may mo 
properly be ſaid ro owe it unto God, thaſh?* 


the Begger tg owe his Alms to his Ri ! 
liever, rhovgh he open his hand torecein#” 
it, which hc might have declin'd ro do, &'; 
he would have wilfully courred his oy Jo 
Prejudice. Chriſt paid a Ranſome to fe"; 
deem us, "tis true, and he is therefore call' if 

7 he Lord that Lought us : but it was Gog 1 


free Goodnefle, both to provide us Thats" 
Chriſt, and to accept of That RanſomeT*! 
neither of which he wag Oblig'd ro doÞ*. 
and therefore, the Scripture aſcribes irnoſ;. 
ro the Juſtice, but to the Love of God it 
loh.z. 16, the world, that He ſent bis only begotten Sul. 
to Redeem it : and St. Paul in the fame Ter 
Rem. 3.24 tells us both, that we are Juſtifi' d, dog in 
TH auTs x61, freely by bis Grace, and ye v8 
that 1t 15, 91d Ths &To\uTewotws, throu 2b th | 
Redemption,(purchas'd for a Ranſome ; thiti® 
Original word Engliſh'd RedemprionF*” 
relating to the Price paid for the RedeeÞ*? 
m/ng of Caprtives ) that i iz Jeſus ChrifE* 
*Lis confeſt on all hands, thar Merit ml 
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als ediſcaim'd, and thoſe that ſeem to ex» 
F & ſomething front Cod as a Duc, ac- 
nowledge, flar if his Promiſe did nor, 
| ir Atons conld.nor; take it ſo ; and 
'rs to his Mercy they owe the Right 
: 3 ro coy; Foy 00% Jullice W\ 
ma F. who, having fotght the good t, 3 Tim,q, 
br. i 'd his courſe, v ho the od os am 
'eed 4 Crown of Righteouſneſs F from the 
my / 4, under the Notion of the Rightecus 
i dg ez yer tells us, that Zy Grace we are ſa- Epha.8. 
[road b faith, and that zot of our ſelves, 
f 2 & the of of God, Whole Promiles, 


ally: (8 ws Are made us, allow us indccd to 


=+ Fipe&t Heaven from his Juſtice 3 bur the 
bg uS theſ e Vn ard prectous promiſes, 
& * P:tey juſtly ſtyles chem) muſt be ac- 
powledg'd the ee ERA p his free and 
Ms Wſerued Goodnefi 5 Whuch ro belicvc 1n- 
: «I nice, we necd, bur coulider thc Difpro- 
Ter Ertion betwixt ſuch'a Reconpence as E- 
*OBmal Glary, and the lealt ImperteRt Per» 
n MIAnces O Ours : which l though t 
/Pecdc { not Pardon, could not ar leakt 
KY lenge any Rewatd iyor jm im, who, 
Bh our Creator, has {: Hh2 Rightro exat 
. us what ſervices he Wales, withour 
FPofing us any Recorpcnce, thar our 
B$aelt obedience to all is Commands, 


it 
mM" Fuld yet leave us to coufeſſe our ſelves 


ooprofſt als 
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Luk. 17, unprofitable ſervants , who bave done bt ther 
19, what it was our Duty to do 5 and what ifw thei 

had not done, we had given God, wif P 
had the Power, the Right and Provocat Fc 
on to puniſh us, And indeed, fo conſcionf: 
.are men Generally, (if nor Naturally Jt 
cheir being beholding to God for their Fe 
liciry, that even thoſe char miſtake or op: mol 


pole his Way' of doing them good, wi tis 
yer be ſure to find our ſome Notion or( "25 
cher,under which they may conceivethert Ly 


{elves God's Debtors for his Bleſſing 
Thar the more” fober fort of Komiſh C1 
tholicks themlelves, aſcribe 'not ſo mu 
, .to Merit, ( properly ſo calld) not fo lit 
to God's Grace, as rhe more Quartelfoit 
Writers of their party have given th 
more Eager Diſputants of ours-occalivg: 
to reproach them 3 were perhaps no diſt 
cult rask ro manifeſt, if my haſte wall 
glve me leave. That the Armintans ow 
the Freeneſſe and Unmeritednefle of Go 
_ Face, the Cn Cone i Wh 
ogy are very carefull ro fati-fic yr: 
Neth s Worls” And x he the Socinians, ( bf he 
proſperouſly 1 determine nor)ate nor a i! 
tle, or un-induſtrionſly ſollicirous to fi: 
their Erroneous Dodrine of Julificatic 
from the obje&ed guilr of its rendencyn 
draw the Imbracers of it to Sarriffz? F'Y 


, 
they 


| Seraphick Love. | I Ks 
| thetr own: Nets, and thank themſelves for Hab.1,26, 
þ their Feliciry. VVhich brings into my mind | 


v1 paſſage thar I lately rcad in one of the 


chicf modern Upholders of that Se& , 
Sblichtingius ; who is wont in my opt- 
mon, where his Subje& will bear'ir, ro 
diſcourſe as Fairly and as Rationally as al- 
moſt any Writer that I have mct with of 
his Perſwaſion $3 and who labours to re- 
concile Soctzus his DoErine with the 
\| Frecneſſe of Gods Grace, by Conſidera- 
«1 ions, Which, not to Injure him, I ſhall pre- 
© ſent you with in his own words.------- Ad 
vl retuncendam wero(lays he,diſpuring againſt 
all the Learned Merſnerus ) arrogantiam juft- 
| fcatorum, & ne dicaut ſe meruiſſe Gratiam, 
Þ non eft nece fe, ſeruum 1m homine arbitrium 
| rmducere 3 z0n debet wirtus tolli nut tollatur 
arrogantia, Sufficit, 1. Quod nec welle nec 
perficere poſſint,, niſi Dex & voluntatem ex- 
Fitet & wives augeat. 2. Quod ea, que dis yag, 95, 
lh is adjuts wiribus factunt, rullo modo dignt- 
oþ late & pretio divine £ratie reſpondeat, ſed 
"ol tnfinzto enter vallo ab ea atfint, Nay, though 
:4 the Modern and Degenerate Jews be, up- 
$.0n the Score of being thc great Patrons of 
& Trans Free-will, not cauſlc{ly cfteem'd the 
+. frcat Oppugners of Gods Free- grace 3 
©. yer both from their Famous Rabb1, and 
Jy learned Acquaintance, Iſenaffeb Ben 
q Iſrael , 


bi 
« 


} 

bo 
uf 
*( 


Seit,1$, 
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Iſrael, and from divers others of their mo 
cmincnt Writers, has the truth ſometimes 
extorred Confeſſions, which though made 
upon Erroneous grounds, were not v 
far ſhort of Orthodox. To which pur- 
poſe 1 remember, that a Jewiſh profcſſar 
of Hcbrew, (who aſſiſted me in my ſtudies 
of that my{tcrious Tongue) being, as the 
reſt of his Nation, an cager and percmp- 
tory Champion of Free-will, conceiv'd 
that even that Liberty, which to us ſcems 
leaſt to Indebt men ro their Creator, did 
eranſcendently Oblige him unto God. For, 
one day that we were privately and freely 
diſcourſing rogether of marters of Reli- 
Sion, he told me, he thought Mcn owd 
more to Gods Goodncſle, than the very 
Angels do. For ſaid he, whercas God, 
without any good Work of theirs, but 
purely our of his Goodneſle, conferr'd on 
them that bleſt Condition they enjoy 3 
by giving Man a Free-will, by the good 
Liſe of which he may Glorific his Maker, 
when by Abuling ir, ris in his power tg 
Diſhonour him. e allows Man that high- 
eſt Satisfation and Privilege , of Co 
operating to his own Feliciry. 
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And now, Lindamor, we arc arrived 4 | we 


at the laſt _— which qualifics God [whi 
Qr »"” 


the fitteſt ObjeR for our Love, whichis 


the} 
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the Advartageouſneſ{ of His to us both in 
the Preſent and rhe Future Lite, And firlt, 
even in This World we owe: God no kfle 
than All the: Goods we poſſefle. We owe 
him both V Vhat we have,- and That we 
#6: for we may truly ſay of God with the 


Plalmiſt, 7r'#s be that Fath made us, awd not pr, ,. | 
we ourſelves: And we were net only in-his vert. ; 
hands, ſo like Clay in the Potter's, that ke 1g, 


tight have made us Any thing ; bur we 
were fo purely that Negative , - from 
whence we were cxtradted, that He (if 
he had pleaſed) for ever might have lctt us 
wour firſt Nothing, His Love is the O= 
riginal and Fotintam-blefhog'; all the reſt 
are bur as Pipes ( and Initrumcnts ) 
Convey it, and ſerve but to hahd ir-to uss 
Your V Vit wins you Applauſe, Your In- 
doſtry heaps you up Treaſures; be 1t gran- 
ted, But who gaveyou that V Vir > and 
did both Give and Froſper that- Loaſtcd 
Induſtry > Certainly, God as much-Gives. 
wall the- goods we Poſlcfle , '-as he that 
_ a Begger a thouſand Pounds,” gives 
Im the Cloaths, and Meat, dnd all the 
Dravery it helps him ro. Bur beſides theſe 
more obvious Preſents of Gods Boumy, 

enjoy other Effects of his Gooenefle., 
hich rhough by the Cuſtomarincfſe ©: 
At mth” a prove Iſle Corr 


j P:cuga3 
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ſpicuous than the other, yet grow no leſſe | $h 
Priz'd, when the V Vant or Lofle of them | tal 
makes us ſenſible of the erue Value & of 
them. Had I the leiſure, Lindamor, to lead | ng! 
your Thoughts with me to the Galleys, Joe: 
and ſhow you there thoſe wretched Cap- Joes 
tives, that are Chain'd to the Oars t 

wwgg at,and though expos'd toall the Mir fihe 
ſcrics and Hardſhips of a tempeſtuowFliy 
Sea, have oftentimes cauſe given them by ſy, 
their Barbarous Uſage aſhore, to fear the [dg 
Occan lefſe than any Port ſave Death, bof t 
Could I draw for you the Curtains of ſick ane 
and dying men, and open to you that ſadJTe: 
Scene, where ſome pine and languiſh a-Jſay 
way by Diſtempers, that deprive them dic 
all the Joyes, Advantages, and ( what bs 
more conſiderable ) Uſes of Life, beforee; 
they caſe them of Life it ſelf 3 Orhenþw: 
Breath rather than Live, perperually Torr: 
mented either with their Diſcaſes or Phy: 

ſick ro protrat a wretched Life, npc 
rcarms that turn it into a Trouble : and 
Others ſtrugling with the rude Pangs dffer 
Death, are yet perchance lefſe rormen 

by Them, than by the ſad ProlpeR aÞpc 
their Former Life, and the Remembranaer 


of thoſe Criminal pleaſures, which yet-*hic 

perbaps I-{i troubles them that they muit 

faregoe , than that they once enjoy'd thengy 
| Shoulſ 


Seraphick Love, 
ſe | Should I , Zirdamer, bring you into Hoſpi- 
em | tals, and ſhow you there the various ſhapes 
& of Human Miſery, and how many Sonls, 
ad | narrowly lodg'd (if I may ſo ſpeak ) in Sy- 
ys, Inecdochical bodies, ſce their carthen Corra- 
ap- [es moulder away to Duſt ;-thole milcrable 
ey [perſons by the lofle of one Limb after ano- 
Mi- Ether, ſurviving but Part of Themlclves,-and 
OW [living to ſee themſelves Dead and Buricd 
1by Iby piece-meal. , Should I, ro diſpatch, L1z- 
the Jdanor, ſhow you all the ſeveral Companies 
th, of Mourners, that almoſt njake up Mankind, 
ſickfand diſcloſe to yop how copious ſhowrs of 
ladſears do almolt every where Water (not to 
1 a-Fay Overflow.) this Vale of Miſcrics ; You 
ndeould perchance ſce cauſe to think, thar 
at biGods Privarive (it I may ſo ſpeak) may con- 
foretend with his Poſkcive Favours ; and that you 
Te little Icffe for what you are Nor, than 
[orfjor what you Arc, to that diſcriminating 
FhyMercy of his, to which alone you owe your 
patzemprion from miſcries, asgreart as. the 
andÞeſing it confers on you : For, who maketh » Cor.q.q. 
5 Ofier to difler 2 15 a Quellion that may be as 
n ask'd in reference to our External, as 
x. aÞÞ our Spiritual Condition. Vhich invices 
ang mind you, L1ndamor, thar you arc yer 
et-8ore engag'd ro Gods Love, for ProreQting 
+ from thoſe groſs Vices that Disfigure 
i mens minds;than fromthoſe lefſe Dan- 
K 2 gerous, 
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Srraphick *Dd&8: © 
Dangerous, though moreReſented, Diſtt: 
ſes thar Diſtemper their Bodies, ' 5 -SÞ 
For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge Þ ag 
and even that TaizCoreyſatien which yours Io 
Gemlcmen are gencrally pleas'd ro thinkky of 
Innocent, arc really more Formidable ani 
pernicious Diſcaſcs and 'Calamities, "rha 
choſe thar rediice men ro rake Phylick; of ay 
chruſt them into Hoſpitals: To evince the} zh1 
rrurh of which Paradox, -1 tope T fhall nf 6 
need to mind you of judging of che Darſ ue 
gcrouſnefle of Diſcafes by the Noblenelky ly, 
of rhe part aftced, (inte 1 can tell you, thafmy 
He that cannor «tr, ſecnies daily to juſtin yi 
our Afſcrtion, by infliing Sicknefle andthi{thy 
ſharpeſt ourward Calamities on his ow bes 
Dearcſt Children, to preſerve them freed wt 
the Contagion of Sin, or Cure them'of tifBg 
unfilial Habirudes of it. And rhercforJG 
ſince, when we ce a ecnder Morher appli 
vaintull Cauſtick ro rhe neck of her Fawyiu 
ritc-Infant, rhrcatned by the Apoplexic, Ws 
{cruple nor_to conclude, that the thinks dfsex 
wrovble of an Ifluc an Evil infcrior.to Calſay. 
vulfion-fits : ſo when we ſee our Heave 
Father {end Infirmities and Crofles rordfies 
cucchole he Loves from the ContagionQle 
the Dominion of Sin 3 we may lately FGo 
clude, he thinks Attlition a Iefſc Evil la 
Grit, fance he-15 200 Vile and indnigentuel 
"T7 . Phyſica... 


c 


«-: Seraphick Love, 


6s | Phyfician to Cure with a. Remedy wore 
| chanthe Diſcaſe: ;-1n the eighth of Deutero- 
nx | agale there is a,Caurion given the 1ſrael:tes, 
wil ft, Proſperity. ( which 1s wont to be a kind 
kv of Leche, that gzakes un Forger yr; Na 
ail (heir; Enjoymgnts)ſhould make any of chem 
chi oh 4 My power ad the might of D:ws. s. 
; o] mbandbath gotten me this wealth, But ((aith, *7> 38. 
: the the/ Text ) they ſball remember. the Lord there 
| nie Gag =, for tt 46 be that givueth them power to get. 
Jar Weglth;' Ir is natthe revolting Iſraelites on- 
leh lycot whole Ignorance of bis Bounty God 
tha may/cowplain. as; he did by the Propher, by += 
[tif whom.he ſaid, / taught Epbraim to go taking no ur. 3. 
did thee) by their arms, but they krew nat that F 
OW bealed them : and there arc but roo many, of 
ira fhoro he might ſay, as he did by the fame 
þ t Prophet 5 For ſhe did not know that I gave her Hof. 1. 
for Cam ad Wires aud Ol, and maltiplyd ber S1il- 5, 9+ 
wplyJ er, .on4 ber Gold , which they prepar d for 
*awy bad! : Therefore with I return and take away my 
Cc, Wore 7a the time thereof, aud my Wine in the 
ks 0 Seaſon; thereof”; , and will recover my wool and 
Cofny Flax gives to.cover ber Nakedneff, And -4 
his will make way for the Deſign 1 had to 
zommend the Advantagiouſneſſe of Gods 
Love, by ſaying, Thar as for Spiritual 
ods > gives, ” ig this lite —_ 
| expecod- Joys, that even the Ear- 
"veſt is a CES IP ſubfiſt with 
” oY K 3 Comfort 


Fa 
_ 


TE 


Luke 16, 
22, 


Ruth z. 
20. 


L John 2, 
I. 


*""Seraphick Love. 


Comfort on,and really our-values and tra 
fcerids all thoſe Momcntary Pleaſures, it's 
uires us to forſake, to keep up a Titles 
ternal ones. Bur to patricularize Got; 
mMercies to us in this very life, would cerraiy 
ly rake up a Confiderable part of jr, 'And yet 
the Love, God bears us, Dies not with, 
nor doth (as mens Aﬀections) cirherendur 
a Funeral inour Tombs, or ſurvive-only:i 
an uſeleſle Grief ( or an Eſtcenras boorlels) 
No, Gods love is ſo far fron teſemmbling:-rit 
uſual ſort of friends, wh6, When'xliey -hai 
accompanicd us to the Grave, 'do'T 
leave us ;-thar like the Angels, that can 
Lazarw's Soul to Abrahams boſome, | its Off 
ciouſnefle begins then nioſt roAppear, when 
our dark'cyes arc Clos d, and is ther Trad 
tothe beloved Soul, when ſhe Forlakes the 
Body ; giving each blcfled Saint cauſe tofi 
of God, what Naoms did of Boaz, thar H: 
bath not left off bis kindne{f to the Living, #hi 
to the Dead, Now, indeed ( ſays our Sav- 
our's Favorite) are we the ſovs of God, and 
doth not y.t appear what we' ſhall be Bu i 
kr.ow, when be ſhall appets; we ſball be Ire bin. 
This bleſt ExpeRance' muſt þe now' Y 
Theme, becauſe the narrow Limits, whi 
my Deſign hath placd to this Diſcourſe, 
( of the Advitnages accruing from God 
Love ) will teave no moteroom tlhtaken t 
by Heaven. But 
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Seraphick Love, 
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Bur, Lindamor , before I procced to ſer et. 19. 


forth ro you the Greatrſſe of the Feli- 
city reſerv'd forus in Heaven , it will, I 
fear, be requiſite ro mind you of che Law- 
fulneſle of having an Eye on it. For 
many not undeſervedly applauded Preach- 
ers, have of larc been pleaſ'dro reach the 
people , that to Hope for Hcaven 15 a 
Mercenary , Legal, and therctore Unfilial 
Aﬀe&tion. Indeed, ro Hope for Heaven 
as Wages for Work pertorm'd. , or by 
way of Merit , in the proper and ftrict 


"1 Acceprtion of that tearm, were a Prcſump- 


tion , to which none of the - Divines , we 


«|| diflent from, can beroo much an Enemy , 


nor perhaps more ſo, than I am. Bur to 
take in Gods Bleſſings among the Motives 
of Loving God, is bur todo as he did, wao 


votce, and my —_—: and to Look up- 
on the Joys of Heaven, to Comfort and 
Support us in the Hardſhips and Lofles 10 
be undergon in our Journey thitherward, is 
to Imitate no worſe a man than Moſes , of 
whom it is ſaid, that he efteemed the. zeproach 
of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures in 


»Egypt; for be had reſpe8, or rurn'd his Eye, 


( #oeP\tot) unto the recompence of tre rexard. 
Itis indeed , Lizdamor, a happy Frame of 


mind , tobeable to love God purely for 


K 4 Him- 


"F (aid, 7 love the Lord, becauſe be bath beard my Pf. 116.15 


Heb.1' 26 
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Himſclt , wirhout any Glance at our own 
Advantages. Bat though I dare: not deny, 
char it i5-Yoſhble ro artain to ſo High and 
difintcrefſ'da kind of Love , yer 1 think, that 
that Excellency. ſuppoſ'd ro- be Vouchſaf'd 
ro ſome mcn, 15notby rae Scripture ExaRted 
as a Duty from All men. Were all the re 
compence of .Picry of a Worldly Nature 
and to be Here recciv'd , the Ations1nvited 
to, bythe Intuition of it, might paſſe for 
Mcrccnary. Bur when Hcavcn .is:chictly 
hoped for , as it will admit us unto the frui 
tion of God hini{clt in Chriſt , and thar the 
Other Joys expected there .are ſo far from 
being of a-Senſualor Worldly pature , rhat 
they arc known notto be attainable, rill.by 
Death the Senſes and Bodies themſelves; 
and all the mcerly Animal Facultics be abo- 
liſh'd : : for a Hcaven ſo confider'd, I fay, to 
Forgo readily all the Pleaſures of the Senſes, 
and Undergo checrtully all che Hardſhips 
and Dangers that are wont to attend a Ho+ 
ly Life, is, L:zdamor, ſuch akind of Merci 
narinefſe, asnone, but a Refigned , Noble, 
and Belicving+Soul, is likely to be guilty of. 
If I ſhould ſay, that Fear itſelf, and even the 
Fear of Hell,,may be one]uſtifiable Morive 
of Mens A&tions, though I ſhovld propoſe, 
what thoſe I am reaſoning with,would think 
a Paradox ; yer | ſhould perhaps hold forth 
| | therein 
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Seraphick Love. 
therein no more than the Scripture does, Let 
ws therefore Fear (ſays the Writer to the He- 
brews ) left a promiſe being left us of entring 
1.10 b1s Reſt,any of you ſpouldſeem to come ſhort 
it. Andno lefſc cminent a Herauld of the 
Goſpel rhan St. Paul , who ſo ſucceſſetully 
maintain'd the Evangelical againſt the Le- 
gal Spirit, chus profcfleth of lumſclt, 7 keep 
under my body , and bring it into ſubjefton , leſt 
by any means , when 1 have preach'd to others, I 
my ſelf ſhould be a caſt-away, And 'rwas not 
to Slaves or Hirelings , that Chriſt dire&s 
this Admonition, 7 ſay «ato you, my Friends, 
Be not afrardof them that kill the Body , - and 
after that have to more that they can do : But 1 
will forwarn you whom you ſhall fear, Fear him, 
which after be bath kilPd, hath power to caft 
into Hell; Tea, 1 ſay unto you, (a gemination , 
which the preſent Controverlie ſhews not to 
have been Cauſclefle) Fear him. Where the 
Paraphraſe given of God, is not barely De- 
{criptive but Ratiocinarive, (ro borrow thoſe 
terms of the Schools) informing us, not one- 
ly Who we ſhould, and ſhould not fear, bur 
Why we ſhould fear the one and not the 
other. As when St, Paul fays, 1 know whom 
I bave trufted , he means what manrier. of 
perſon, how Farthful ( as St. Peter elſc-where 
calls God) ard how omnipotent : whence im- 
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1 Cor. g, 
27. 


Luk. 12. 
4, 5. 
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inediaccly he adds, And / am perſwaded, that : Tim. x, 


be 
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120 Seraphick Love. 
be ts able to keep that which 1 have committed 
wito him againſt that day. More Texts of the 
ſame Import might be added , it che Deſign 
of thoſe alrcady alleg'd were other , than to 
Facilitate the Admifſhon of the more Play. 
fible truch we have becn making our , and 
which to us ſeems very clearly held forthu 
thoſe and the like Scriptures , which are 
therefore cited out of the New Teſtament, 
thatthey might have the greater Authority 

Phil.3.r4, With one ſort of our Antagoniits. 7 pref ts 
ward the mark for the prize of the biek callung 

Rev. 22. of God #4 Chriſt Feſus. Bleſſed are they that & 
" his commandements , that they may bave right 
' Yo the Tree of Life, and may emer in through 

1 Tim, 6, the Gates into the City. Laytng up 11 ſtore far 
19, themſelyes a good foundation againit the time 
to come , that they may lay bold of eternal life, 

Rom,z.17 To them who by pattent continuing 1a well. 
daing, ſeek for ( ©1551) Glory , and Honour, 

and Immortality, Eternal life, And of Chrili 
himſelf, whoſe Love to God is queſtion- 

lefſe Filial and uncqualable, *ris ſaid, Look- 

Heb.1 3-23 779 wato Feſus the Author and Finiſher of on 
Faith , who for the Foy that was ſet before bin 

endured the Croſs \ deſpiſed the ſhame , and 

ſet down at the right band of the throne 

God, Nor ſee I why it ſhould be Unfilial 

for a Child of God to further the Rail- 

ing of thoſe Paſſions, which his heavenh 


Farther 
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Serephick Love. 
Father \ intends to have Tais'd in him, up- 
6n: the ſame Grounds and Morives that 
God is plcaſed to: imploy to Excite thenn, 
And fince the Scripture ſeems -plainly'to 
invite our Hopes , by cecording St. Paat's 


having ſaid, y Every. man that ftrrvet” for the , Cer. 9. | 


25. 


maſtery 1s temperate un all things ; "nap 

do 1t to obtain a corruptible Crown, but we bk 
tcorruptible : And by repreſenting -our 
Saviour hitnſelf , as ſaying in one place, 


-I21 


Rejoyce , and be exceedeng glad , for great 18 Mat.g.1a, 
r reward tn Heaven: In another, Be thep rev, i. 


faithful unto death, and T1 will give thee k 
Crowi: of Life, And in divers others ſpeak 
ing to-:the like purpole z Since, i ſay, the 


$cripture ſeems thus to allurc our Hopes , , 


would ir not be a kind of accuſing it of an 
Aptncfle to .deluder and: enfnarc us , To 
reach , that it propoſerh ro us rhe powety 
fulleſk Objes ro Incire our Paſſions, if * 
be ſinful to cheriſh and harbour the - Paſſis 
ons naturally belonging tro thoſe Objects 4 
And certainly , L:indamoy, fince God, who, 
as our Creator , knows the Frame and 
Conſtitution of mans Soul , incomparably 


better than he himſelf, is pleaſl'd ro deal 


with our Hopes and our Fears ,' ro cs 
F2ge usto his Service : ir yery ill becony 
s, cither to quarrel with his Methods &f 
working on our Spirits , Or to ma -- 
cip 
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Help which he has been plcal'd. co afford 
2 Picry,* which; for ought ever: E:could 
oblerve , docs even in:thie beſt men find 
refſtznce cnough to keep any Help that 
can. be employed to promare. it from be- 
ing Superſticious. « And truly, ic An 
maring or Difcotaging Influence , that 
Hope, or the Want of i, -is wont to have 
upon our Endcavours., makes ,me .vcry 
apprehcnltve , thar: ſince the. Eblivening 
hopes of Heaven are not -able 19 make 


moſt 'mcns Endcavours other than: very 


Languid , the . forbidding rhoſe. {upport- 
ing hopes would ſoon: Weaken. and De- 
cacale qur Endeavours into none at all, 


Set. 26, But, Eindamor , though I may perhaps 


have taken ſome Pains:'n ſtudying Con- 
goverſal Divinity.3 yer. I rake fo little 
pleafure in Writing}. of ir , that| though 
nor _ Sealonable.Dury to truth, but 
a Neccflary one to the enſuing part: of chis. 
Diſcourſe , have: preficd me to ſerve in 
this cauſe ; yer 1 ſhall perhaps obtain Your 
{ooner thanmy Qwn , for having 


thus Jong ſuſperided the Diſcourſing to you 
of the Advantagioyſneſi of God's love 
© us, as it gives us here a Right, and 
will Hereafter give us Admiſſion to Hear 
ven. Heaven, thebright ſear. of ſo much, 
Happinefſe , that we ſhall ſcarcely count 

amongſt 


Seraphack Love: 
amongſt . our Joys , that Heaven is the 
Scar 'ot-:thcm. .. 1hae the Exce of 
the poſlcficd Goods 4hail as much dalap- 
poinr-our Expcetations, as in cther, fruit- 
ons the Emprincfle' is wont tro do. The 


Apolile rells:us , that. E3e bath aut ſeen, _ nu 


wor ear beard , zeitber. bave entred tuts the 
heart of man, the thiygs which God bath pue- 
pared for them that love Hem, Such pure re- 
fhn'd Dclights not onely Roop not wato 
Senſe, bur are tublime cnough even eo 
tranſcend Imagination. , V hen Fancy hath 
torm'd and ſhap'd the Pertceſt Ideas , - 
a irs Abſtrations can —_ of Bldiled- 
nefle 3 our own more happy. LENCES 
of grearcr , muſt difabuſe us wy we 
come to Heavens; which: is a Soyl , whoſe 
Fruittulncfle is ſo confin'd ro Joy , that 
even our Diſappointments and Mi 

ſhall there contribute ro our Happindle; 
which will ſo much partake of his, Immen- 
firy, whoſe Gift it is , .that you ſee the 
Apoſtle gives it a Negative Deſcription : 
and to create inus Apprehenfions undero- 
gatory from whar wc .ſhall Poſlcfle , nor 
onely removes our thoughts Fronx all, we 
Do Enjoy , bur Exalcs- chem Above all 
that we Can Fancy. Ar which way. of 
proceeding, that you,may the leflc won- 
der, Lipdamor , be pleal'd to conlider,, that 
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in Hcavenour Faculties ſhall nat anely 
be Gratifi'd with ſuitable and acceptable 
QbjeRs , but ſhall be Heightned and En 
targ'd , and conſequently our Capacities 
of Happineſle, as- well Encrea(d as Fill'd. 
A Child nor yet releat'd out of che home- 
ly Priſon of the VWVomb, cannot there pol- 
fibly frame Ideas of thoſe delights , which 
wil! be afforded him by the plcating Noiles, 
and che glictermg Objeas ; thar | will pre- 
ſent rhemlſelves to. him afrer his Birth, 
And the ſame Child , whilſt he continucs 
v1 his Nonage ,' though hc may with De- 
lighe look upon' Emblems finely Drawn 
and Painted , and 'may rake ſome pleaſure 
inbeholding the 'ticat and (urprizing Cha- 
racers and *Flourthes of a Greck and 
Hebrew / Bible curiouſly Printed 3 yer he 
cannot 'then Imagine the Pleaſure the 
fame Objc&s willafford him , when Age 
and Study ſhall have:ripen'd and -infiructed 
his Intelle&uals:, . and made him capable 
both of Underſtanding, and Relliſhing the 
excellent Moralities , couch'd im thoſe in- 

ious: Emblems:, andthe profound and 
Hving Myſterics/ wherewnh -rhar Divine 
Book the 3cripture 5.(eſpecially'in irs Ori- 
Sinal Tongues ) does ro an Intelligent and 
Religions - Pcrufer /, appear Repleniſh'd. 
Such a double advantage, —— 
"y Ot CI5, 
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Seraphick Love. 
others, the Adnufſion into Heaven brings 
thoſe , ro whom that Bleſſing is vouch- 
ſafd: For, beſides thar Ser of ObjeRts, ( if 
Imay ſo ſpeak ) ſo New and ſo Peculiar 
to Heaven , that their Idcas could never 
enter into mens thoughts betore their Ad- 
miſſion there 3 beſides this, I ſay, our then 
eoltarg'd Capacitics will ennable us , even 
in Objes which were nor altogether Un- 
known to us before , to perceive things 
formerly Ulndiſcern'd , and derive thence 
both New and Grearcr SartisfaQions and 
Delights. Wonder not, L:z4amor, that in 
mentioning the Joys of Heaven , I uſe the 
Expreſſions 1 find leaſt Detraftory from a 
Theme, as much above ovr Praiſes , as 
the Heaven they are enjoy'd in is above 
our Heads, For, though ſuch Expreſſions 
may ſeem ſomewhat Tumid and Aſpir- 
ing , and firter much for one that Cele- 
brares , thanfor one that bur Aſſerrs : yer 
cannot I ſcruple to uſe Seeming Hyper- 
boles in the mention of Felicities, which 
make the higheſt Hyperboles bur Seeming 
ones, For theſe Joys, Lizdamor , of Hea- 
ven, are like irs Stars , which by reaſon -of 
our Remoteneſle from them appear ex- 
tremely Little, though realiy in them- 
ſelves they are ſo Vaſt , that a leſſe than 
the largeſt is by Odds Greatcr than .the 
| bigocſk 
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Serapbick Love. 
biggeſt Obje& upon Earth, nay , thah the 
whole Earth it ſelf, -Andtheretore, as if 
were to take you with me to content 
plare the Planets , 1 would ſhow you them 
through ſuch a Teleſcope , as by great 
ning. choſe bright Obje&s - in comparifon 
of whax, ro the unaſſiſted 'Eye they aps 
pear , doth ſomewhat Ieflen the .Diſadvans 

c. of Remotencfle , and ſhows them 
with lefle DetraQtion from their true Mag: 
nirude 3 ſo mentioning to you the Felict 
ties of Heaven, I think it not. Unlawful 
or Improper ro endeavour by Repreſen- 
rations , tranſcending what they Appear, 
to give you Notions lefle inferiour to what 
they Are, 

In Heaven , then, we ſhall ta!itc Hap- 
nefle enough , to ennable us ro reRifie 
the Dcfinition of it, We may there be 
inſtruted how ro Name and Rare all 
Goods by thoſc, that will Conccnter ins 
to the Feliciry we ſhall poſſcfle , which 
ſhall be there made up of the Conflucnor, 
PerfcRion, and Pcrpetuity of all truc Joys, 
For, Heaven will, make us: happy , nc 
(-as Philoſophy pretends ro :do ) by. the 
Confinement , bur by the Fruition of ow 
Defircs : which ſhall neither Fail iw che 
Choice of their Obs ,. nor Miſle of the 
Enjoyment of them ;' but be, borh my 
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fingly Juſt, and infallibly Accompliſh'd : 

Iithe wa which 7 properties, to our 
then ReRiifi'd Reafon vill oc conſider things ) 
weſtiall rhink our ſelves happier (yer) than 
inthe lacrer, + We ſhall there Refemble 
the Saines we here Admire, and ſhall nor 
onely' Sce and be Like rhoſe prous Wors- 
thics, whoſe virtues Eclipſe theirs , which 
imong''rhe Heathen Deifi'd lefle deſerving 
Heroes ; thoſe excellent Perſons. chat did as 
well Enncble as Inſtru& Mankind , giving 
vs cauſe ro Glory, and ro Bluſh that we 
are Men , and whoſe Storics have the un- 
parallel d honour of bcing recorded by In- 


(pred Pens 3 Thoſe Spirr's , I ſay, of juſt Heb, 1: 
men mane perfet, as thc Scriprure eerms *3+ 


them , ſhall be ovr conſtant and familiar 
Company , into whoſe bleſſed Soctety we 
ball not onely be Welcorne, but Encreaſe 
t In Heaven, we ſtall have a bleit and 
familiar Converſatiori with thoſe ſame glo- 
rious Spirirs , whoſe Nature doth inveſt 
them with ſuch a Luſtre, thar all che Diſ- 
advantage of their Diſy2utzes , when rhey 
Appcar ro us; doth ſcarce ſuffize to con- 
fine our Raptures to Refpedts below 1do- 
latry-; and -datken them "into Objedts for 
our Wonder, - not Adoration, There we 


f che J/kall lce! (a Sight worthy dying for ) that 


| 


nes | Bleſſed $aviotir-, of whom the Striprure 
L does 
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cocs fo Much, and ſo Excellently entertgit. 

vs, and who having Done and Suffer'd {q 

much, for us, doeso highly deſerve of us, 

both upon the ſcore of hus Infinite PerteQis 
ons, and upon the account of his Ineſtimably 
Benckfirs, Yes, there ſhall we ſce that bs, 
reve. and Divinc Perſon, who when he vouchlaf4 
ce» 4 5- ( as his Fauourite-Diſciple ſpeaks ) to pitch 
pr 1, his Tent ny , anddwell with men an 
''* Earth, to fit them by his Merits and Exams 
ple ro dwell with him in Heaven, did fo ad- 
mirably mix an awful Majcity with an hums 
ble Meckneſle , and the aſſum'd Infirmiries 
of his human Nature with the ſeaſonable 
Caruſcations of his Divine z and expreſt ig 
his whole life , ſo PertcR and Exemplary ally 
Virtue , and yet ſo much Sweerneſſe and zr, 
Gentlencſle rowards thoſe Afpirers toityfm 
that were the moſt Short of it, that theſe 
Jews themſelves could ſay of him , Thalyj 
Ma-.7.37 He bad done all things well; and his vey} 
Kacmics, that were employ d to apprehendÞu4i 
him- as a MalefaQour, confcil'd even wii 
thoſe that ſent them to do ſo , That znevalliy 

Joh. 7.46. nan ſpake like bim, And his Apoſtles , wit 

had moſt Opportunity to Pry narrowly it 
to his Ations, and were of a Conditialef 
and Breeding very unlike to infuſe inu6v 
them Heroick Reſolutions , did, in SpighWi 
of the frequent Reproots their failings eb 
corre 
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| Seraphick Love, t2g 
| erred from hit,;-and of che Hardſhips that 
Mended his Service , think cven Death ir 
ly f ſelf in his Company , more Eligible, chan 
Life Ied out of itz Let us alſo go that we may lob. 1.16 
diewith him , ({ays even the diſtruſtful 7 ho- 
«to his fellow-Diſciples.) But, Linda- 
my, we (hall there {ce the Son of God , nor | 
mthat Form of a Servant , which he pur on Phil. 2.7. 
char he mighe Suffeg for us, and exerciſc his 
Prieſtly and Praphctick Function here be- 
a&-f low; butin thae Regal Stare and Condi- 
Union, which belongs co him by virtue of his 
ey Kingly Office 3 on whole ſcore he is ſtyled 
wh inthe Scripture , K ing of kings , and Lord of Rev. 19. 
tf bds, All power or authority being ( as nl F 
ry af himſelf (peaks ) given Him both in Heaven 1s, * © * 
andfand in Earth. And how Nobly attended 
\ifmay we ſuppoſe this Divine Monarch to 
theſe 'in his Exaleed Condit'on in Hcaveu, 
af wyhen in his tate of Humiliation on Earth ; 
"whilſt he was in the #1/derneſs among the Mar.1.1g7 
cnaf wild Beaſts , the Angels are recorded to have 
1 Wininrftred anto himgand, whillt he lay lwath'd 
Vlina homely Manger , the multitude of the Luk. r. 
mCoelcſtial hoſk were heard ro ſolemnize his 
/ Wimraculous Birth, according tothar paſlas 
UM the VVritcr to the Hebrews R When be tick 16, 
nog eth1z the firt begotten into the world, (he 
ISTuth ) 4nd let all the A-1gels of God norſht 
im! And yer ſuch conſticrable and noble 
n bo L 2 Crearures 
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2 K'ng.19, 
g5* 


Mal, 3.1. 


Joſh, 5, 
I3, 14 


Dan. 10. 


_ night was able to deſtroy'above a hundred 


\ himſelf, who was the ſecond perſon « 
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"HOP Seraphick Doe," 
Creatures; thoſe Immateriat Intelligences 
call' Angels 7 are, that One of them in Our 


ant fourſcore thouſand men , \in the blal 
phen:ous Seracherrb's impious Camp..: And 
{0 much Vajelty-, and Superiority 7, dow 
thcir Nature give them ,-in reference even 
to the Emineneeſt'of Mortals, Thar when 
the undaunted Foſhua had boldly C halleng 
one of them , that appear'd 'ro him in tie 
likencfſe of a Man, and dematgded, VWhon 
he was for > when he knew-him to be 
Angel ( unleſſe he ſuppoſ'd him to be tha 
promil'd Mefhah, who is elfe-where call 
the Angel of the Covenant , as it 15 un tix 
Original, and in the ſame Text the Lord) 
he alters his Addrefſc -unto him into thi 
Submiſfive one , hat ſaith my Lord unto bs 
ſeruant >-'And evn wiſe and holy Dam 


the World for Power , and the firſt fo 
much nobler Attributes , Wiſdom an 
| Underſtanding , who ſaw ſo'many Gt 
vcrnours of yaſt Provinces , and Profeſſor 
of admired Magick , infetiour to hinf- 
ſelf , yet contefles rothe Angel , thataphw 
pear'd to him', That he was confoundet 
and diſanimared at his preſence, and adbftc 
How can the Servant of this my Lord taf'exc 
with thes my Lord 2 We may ſafely the 
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Seraphick Love, 137 - 
fore expet that we (ball rben bcholdour 

Saviour not in choſe Diſguiſes which, dil- 

figur'd\ him in rheir Eyes that: onely conſ1-, 

der'd his Sufferings 3 bur in that triumphant 

Condicion , wherewith they, arc now Re .. 

warded, The Thorns of his (yow.no more 

Galling, bur Adorning ) Crown will ap; 

pedr upon that radiant. Head of his , more 

glorious , than thoſc of thetlaqaing Buſh , Exod 3.2, 

wherein- God appeared: ro 4qſes.  * Any 

we-{tall not- {ce that Deſpicabie torn 
hich-made the Prophet ſay .( pcriotating 

the gencrality::of the Jewith Natog con; 

rmporary * with the Mefligs )+-«----+- "* 

He bath no Form, -nor Comeltne fl, and when Na 53: 2+ 

we ſba{[lfee bim., there is na. Beauty that we 

frould-defire.. 1Bur we ſhall. {ee him cn: 

compaſl'd with: fo nwvch Majei'y , and 

ww Shining with ſo much of is genuine Splcng 

1 of dour. and Beaury ,- that we hall dcferv- 

fo &ly. eſteem tim Nepble , the Admirable, lags. 
al And: our raviitk'd Souls ſhall by the more 

attentive Contemplation of him. , bur 

ory find more cauſe to imitate the Spouſe = 

uny-in Solomon's  myltick Epithalamium 3 

ap] who-. having dwelt upon .the Beauty. ct 

ndeithe '{cveral Parts that concurr'd to the 

meRccomplithing the Divine Bridegroomn, 
exclaims in an Epiphonema., , very con» 

| to the n_ lacely -mention'd 
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or by an Hebraiſm , Afoft: aeſrrable, which 
our Engliſh 'rcnders , He 15 altogether lous 
lh. His Eycs: will there appear , as"$t, 
Rev. 1.14, Fohy rejreſencx them ; of aftive Fire, -and 
will into the. willing Breaſts of the Re 
viſh'd bcholders ſhoot Flames as-Ptire} 
as Holy, and as Deathlefle; as thoke -F 
* thers-of on _—_— who nr not 
the Anzels altogether Incorporeal-, 
be ſuppoſ'd to Wee nr ey Pw. 
phims ro conſiſt of, Certainly , ſipce ( 
the Scripture -informs.us ) 1t; zever - entre 
into the Heart--of Man, what God bas v6 
fed in Heaven for theſe that = bm; 
That Glory 'can be bur Imperteatly eas 
preſl'd by the bare Epirher of Incolceis 
able , with which God rewards 'the mes 
ticorious Sufferings and Obedience of that 
Onely begotten Son of his Love ,;ia 
whoſe fake he is pleaſ'd to conter:on fs 
many Thouſands of Men , unimaginabk 
Dan. i2.3- Glorics. ' He that vouchſafes cv'n ro ma 
ny of his Servants a Brightnefſe like that 
of the Starrs , will ſure' communicate 4 
Mal. 4. » 9©ore radiant Luſtre to the Sun of Rs 
*'4 teouſneſſe , thar-Onely Spn of His, 
wet + (tO borrow inſpir'd Expreffions ) he but 
»T, , = 
2-3, made Heir of all things, by whom alſo: 


in the Propher, He 7s altogether Deſires 
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made the Worlds : Who being the brightnefe| # 
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# Olixes, all abe loud Acclamations of 
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Seraphick Love. 133 
of bis Glory, and the exprefſ{ Image of his 
Ferſon. , and wpbolding all things by the 
nord. of his power » when he had by bumſelf 
g'd our Sths ,. fate down 08 the right 
of the Majetty on high , far above all 


| Principality , aud Power , axd Might , ahd Eph-1z1.- 


Dominion , and every Name that 1s named , 
wt onely 1z this world , but in that nbich 
ito come, Thereby cxalring him not one+ 
ly above all Earthly Princes and Poteti- 
rates , but even above the Higheſt Or- 
ders of che Spirirs of che Coelcitial Hic- 
wchic, : 
Bur apprehend not , Zizdamor , that 5:43, 19; 
this ſublime Exaltation of Chriſt will 
make him deſpiſe the meaneit of his Saints, 
or diſdain Communion with him. For, 
St, Paul aflures us, That he was in the 
form of God , when he vouchſat'd ro rake Phil. . 7; 
ypon him the form of a Servant, to make 
us Free 3 and, ſure, he that condeſccended 
o-far, and ſtoop'd fo Low , to Invite 
and Bring us to Heaven, will nor refuſe 
ws a . gracious Reception there, In the 
days- of his fleſh he was plcal'd ro own 
Lazarus , cv'ti in the Diſhonours of the 
Grave , and vouchfafd him in that dcfſpi- 
Condicion the glorious Tirle of his 
riend.. And when he deſcended the Mount 


the 
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the glad Multicude , ti:ac'fang Heſannaes ty 11 

tum , and {trew d ns way.with theis Palny, {| » 
Luk, 19. their Veſtments, and chcir: Praiſes 4; y couk 
37-38-41 nordivert him. from Dcploring, ev'n wit /: 
Tears , Jerſalem's. approaching: 'Farc and 
expreſſing in the midft of his Trinmpti if J 
Concern, {or tie very worſt and ſtubborn 
ct of his Encmics. And, leſt it ſhould: 
thought, that: he was thus: concern'd'f 
worthlcſle Mortals , oncly. whilſt he Sharl 
and Felr the Miſcries of heir Condirian; 
give me _Icavc- ro obſcrve to: you ; Law 
damoy , that inamediatcly after his. Reſw- 
re&tion , whillt che Senſe, of the ſudden an 
unexampled: Change of his Condition wa 
Freſh upon tim ,, and the Remembrance 
of the Apoliles, Ingraticade in deferens] + 
him , almolt as Recent; he ſticks-not. « 


: give thoſe very Diſciples that forſook him, 
Li the, glor.ous Tule, ( and thata more Fa 
_ **-miliar one than we find him to have al 
low'd chcm on Earth, ), of his Brethres; 
Mar.16.7, and particularly ſhews tumlelf Solliciros 
for that Peter , who, in fpight of all thok 

cmpty Boaſts , wherewith he not one]j 

{ccm'd to dic Death , but Chrilt's Pre 
diRion rop, did not onely Forlake his Me 

Ker, buc Pcni'd him, He can.in Heawn 

be lo conctrn'd for his difirefled Member 

Feed on, karth, at gor.anely he:canale] * 

notice] - 


Seraphick Love, 135 
-rnorice -of expiring Stephen, throrow that ts 7, 
«cloud of fatal Stones that barrcr'd down his 
/ Priſon 3 and can, when Saul was perſccuting 
ithe vulgar. Chriſtians, cry our unto him, 
"Saul, Sanl, why perſecuteit thou Me 2 as if a&.y 4. 
: He, and thoſe that Love him, were bur 


'One 2 Bur in the Meſſages he ſends xo the tn the te- þ 
(Angels or Governours of the ſeven Chyr- ©2254 and | 


iches, he ſufficiently manifeſts, Thar linglc ——_ 


Chriſtians may be as particularly in' his te 4- | 


Thoughts, as i had no other Obje& : ©99- 
'His Greatneſs will not make his Kindneſs 
dels Familiar, but only more Obliging ; He 
wdifdains not evn after his Aſccniion ro 


lay, Bebold, 1 Rand at the door and knock, gy... | 


if any man hearmy voice, and open the door, 1 
will come into htm, and will ſup with him, and 
vewith me. Thar King, in the Parable, by 
whom Himlelf is repreſented ,- 15 plcas'd 
himſelf ro welcome cach Individual truſty wah. ss 
Servant with a peculiar, Euge bone Serue 3 
And in another Parable he ſcruplcs not to 
repreſcrit the great Condeſcenſions and Fa- 
muliariry, wherewith the Lord ſhall remu- 
ell _ ———_ watchful! _—_ 
telling his Diſciples, Bleſſed are thoſe Ser- 
wants, whom the Lord, Pax; » commeth, ſhall = TY 
fudſu watching. Verily, 1 ſay unto you, that 
'be ſball grrd bimſelf, and wal make them to ſt 
Hows to meat, and will come forth to ſerve m 
N . 
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Ar which Exprcſſion, you will the lefſe Ads 
mire, it you Conſider, that befides that it is 
Parabolical, and probably Hyperbolical, and 
therctore not ro be taken ( as the French 
ſpeak, au pied dela kettre ) in a (trictſende : 
we find in the Evangclical Story, tharour 
Saviour diſdain'd nor to converlc tamiliarly 
with Publicans and Sinners, nor even to 
Waſh the Feet of his own Diſciples : And 
fince he condeſcended ro ſuch Familiarity 
to thoſe frail Mortals, ſo many of whom 
were apt to turn. the Favours of God into 
Wantonneſſe, we may the lefle admire his 
gracious Condcicenlions ro thoſe, the Sin- 
leſsnefle of whoſe Condition will keep them 
from turning his Youchſlatements intq any 
thing, bur Occalions of Joy and Gratitude, 
Marvail not, Z:ndamor, as at an Inapercinen- 
cy, that I appcar ſo Sollicitous to poſlcle 
you with high Apprchenſions of che ſuper- 
eminent Dignity and Feliciry okour Exal 
tcd Saviour ; and, thar in the Loftieft and 
moſt maznificent Expreſſions, rhe Scriprure 
affords me, I have cndcavour'd to make our 
to you, that the bright Sun of Rightcouſnels 
is now grown uncapable of ſuffering Eelip» 
ſes, but ſhines with unclouded and une» 
quall'd*Splendor ; and that we ſhall in Hes- 
ven ( as the Writer to the Hebrews fpeaks) 
ſee Teſus who was made 4 [1isle (or for a m_ 
| W 


Fonnac.-. How great a bleſſing muſt it then 
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while, BFox8 T1.) lower than the Angels, for Heb.z.g. 


the ſuffering of Death, crewiid with Glory and 
Harour,For it will make Heaven more Hea- 
ven t0-us, to find Him reigning there, who 
hach Suffer'd ſo much for us; and for whom, 
if we &re come tkicher, we ſhall have fo 
much Suffer'd, For, fince our Love will, as 
the reft of our ſurviving Graces, be Per- 
ſeed, and grow Compleat in Heaven; the 
ineffable t:appineſs of our Dear Redeemer, 
muſt necds bring an.Encreaſe to ours, com- 
menſurate to-the Ardency of our Love ſor 
kim, and we thall reliſh no Happineſs more 
chan That 3 which is cherefore Ours, becauſe 
He is happy, and Suppoſcs in Him, whar it 
Confers on Us. Beſides that, ſince the Regal 
Dignisy, . wherein,(.as Mediator ) he is 1n- 
ſtared; may make us owe our Salvation to 
his Sentence, as well as to his Mcrits 3 Hea- 
ven itſelf will be inceftimably endear'd-ro us, 
by our Injoying it upon his Account. I nced 
not rell you, whar a value Lovers are wont 
to ſet upon the leaſt Favours that can be be- 
towed on them by their Miſtrefſes, and thar 
oftentimes a worthleſs Ribband, a Bracclet 
of Hair, or ſome ſuch Trifle, that nothing 
can make precious but Her pr Ing it, 15 
highlicr valued by the tranſported Lover , 
than the-richeſt Preſents of Narure, or of 


be, 
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be, Lindamor, to.owe Joys,hat need nor ens 
dcaring Circumſtantts ro micrir the'name df 
Happineſs, 'toa Perforrſo belov'd, thareven 
Heaven it (elf will brittg more feliciry ro the 
amorous Soul,” as it 15a Proot of his-Love; 
than char it 15 a Donarive of his Bounty: 
As paſſiohate Brides'do incomparably more 
value the Wedding-Rinrgs which their glad 
Lovers give them, as Pledges, thati a5 Gold, 
| "Tis ſaid of the perſecuted arid diſgrac'd A- 
a8. 41, poſtles, that they rejoycd to Have been rounted 
| worthy #0 ſuffer Gin ip his Name.'- Bur if 
they defcrvedly Rejoyed ro be Allew'd to 
Suffer for him 3 of how much Joy fhall they 
have juſt cauſe, that are admirred to Reign 
with him'2'His web: {upported the Hard- 
ſhips and the Toyls{forI nn hormow call 
them Evils ) ro whith'pitr aflifted' Condt- 
tion of Mortality i5'Exvogd, goes'fo much 
Alleviate them , and rcfreſh us imder rhern, 
thar in this fenfealſe*irmay be rrily fad, thar 
Ila.gz. 5. the cha#tiſemzit of ont yeace was uporhiem, and 
by brs hurts we are healet,” Buthethar Re- 
Fev'd useven by his Crofs,will fare do More 
for us by his Crown, when he ſhall Admir, 
and ever Invite eactr farthfull Servant ro no 
Mar. 2s, 1{sa Bleffing , than to enter into bis Maters 
3T, Foy. Sorich a Source of Happineſs did 
Chriſt Deſign, -t© Make himſelf tous in all 
Kis Capacitics'and Conditions, thar-in'Hea- 
ven 


citY. 
Ex 
lemn 
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venand inEarth,, ix Was, and Will be, his 
gracious.and conſtant Imployment, to.ſhare 
ether Leſlen our Muſcries by his Sufferings, 
or Encrcaſe .our Happineſs by his Feli- 


or impart tous his Joys; and 


- 


y, beg your Pardon for this ſeeming 
Excurſion, till I cotne ro think it a Digreth- 
on, to infift on the Bleſſcednels of Chriſt in 
Heaven, treating of the Happincſs which 
thole- that. Love him will cnjoy there. 
Wherefore, not to ſpend time in imploring 
a needleſs Forgivenels, I ſhall proceed ro 
cell you, Z:1damor, that in Heaven we ſhall 
not only {ce our Elder Brothcr Chriſt, bur 
probably alſo all our Kindred, Friends, and 
Relarions,thar Living hcre in nis Fear, Died 
in his Favour. For., ſince our Saviour tells 


us, that the Children of the Reſurreflion jball Luk. 26. 


be iodyye"i,equal to,or like,the Anzels ; who 36 
yer inthe Viſions of Daztel and St. Fokn, ap- 
to be acquainted with cach other : 


Since in the Parable of the Miſerable Epi- Luk. 16. 


cure, and the Happy Beggar, the Father of 
the Faithfull is reprc ſented, as knowing, not 
only the Perſon, and preſcnt Condition, bur 


{the paſt Story of Lazarw : Since the In- 
; Kructor of the Genriles, confidently expeas 


kis Converted and Pigus 7 he ſalontars, whe 
"|| : 3 TO 


por not, Lindamor, that I ſhould So» Se, 23. 


l 


: 
: 


1 Thefl.2, bj Crown at that great day; Vheti the has 
| 192% wing terned many to Righteouſneff (hall,as the 
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Scripture foretells, confer a Star-like and 
Immortal Brightnefs. Since (which ts chiefs 
ly conſiderable ) the Knowledge of- particu! 


lar Actions,and,conſequently,erſons, ſec 


requiſite to the attainment of that Grear 
End of God, inthe Day of ſudgment, the 
Manifeſtation of his Punitive and Remune- 
rarive Juſtice : Since, I ſay,theſe Arguments, 
beſides divers others, are afforded us by the 
Scripture 3 we may ſafely conclude it Pro- 
bable; that we ſhall Know each orher, in 2 
Place,whete,ſ{ince nothing requiſite ro Hap- 
pincſs cati be wanting, we may well ſuppoſe 
( ar leaſt, if we can imagine Here, whar we 
ſhall think Thete) chat we ſhall not want ſo 
great a Satisfaction; as thar of being know- 
ingly Happy, in our Orther-ſeclves, our 
Friends. Nor is this only Probable, Linds- 
mor, but *tis not Improbable ; that thoſe 
Fricnds that Know us in Heaven,ſhall Wel- 
come us thither. For, fince Chriſt afſures 
us, thar the very Angels (thouzh they be 
ſo far from being Relarcd to our Perſons , 
thar they arc Foreiners to our very Nature ) 


Luk.15-7. receive Acceſſion of Joy for a relenting Sit 


ner, that by Repentance ins to rurn t0- 
wards ' ; you will hy. vel ir Abſurd, 
that in's Place, where Charity ſhall =_ 
u only 
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only continue, ( as St. Paw! (peaks) but grow $ Cora $: 


periect, our. dear Friends ſhould rcjoyce to 
ſee us,not only Begin ro Turn towards Gods 
but.Come Home to him. Nor 15 it unlikely, 
that our tranſported Souls ſhall mutually 
arulare cach orher, their having now 
fully eſcaped the numerous Rocks, and 
Shelves, and Quicklands, and thrcatning 
Srarms, and no Ic{s dangerous Calms , 
through which thcy arc ar length arrived ar 
that peaccfull Haven, where Innocence and 
Delight (which :rchereſoſeldom march'd) 
are inſeparable Companions, both of cach 
other,and cach bleſſed Reſident, With thoſe 
fricnds we hcre Lamcnted, we ſhall there 
Rejoyce. And*twill be bur need, that the 
Diſcovery of each others Virtues ſhould 
bring us co a mutual Knowledge of our Pet- 
{ons ; for otherwiſe,we ſhall beſo Chang'd, 
that we ſhould never know our Friends 3 
(and ſhould ſcarce know our ſclves, were 
not an eminent Encreaſe of Knowledge a 
Part of chat happy Change.) For thoſe De- 
parted Friends, whom, at our laſt Separati- 
on, we ſaw Disfigured by all the ghaſtly 
Horrors of Death, we ſhall then (ce _— 
about the Majeſtick Throne of Chriſt, wit 
their once wile bodies transfigured 1nto the Phil.3.2x- 
likeneſs of bis gloriow body , mingling. their 
glad Acclamations with the Hallelujahs of 


Thrones, 


Gen 46, 


- - Thrones, Principalities, and Powers, and 
' the moit dignifi'd Favourites of the Coels 


Seraphick Love, 


ſtial Court. 1 need not tell you,Lindame, 
chat 'we ſhall be more juſtly Tranſported ar 
this Meeting, than was good old Facob at 
that af his Son Foſeph, whom having long 
mourn'd tor Dead and Loſt, he found not 
only Altve, bur a great Favourite, rcady to 
welcome him to an unknown Court, For, 
whereas the Patriarch ſaid to his ſon, Now 
let-me dye, ſince I have ſeen thy face ; the (ce 
ing of our Friends in Heaven will affure vs; 
that we ſhall for ever Live with them there; 


' The Re-union of Friends being there as pri- 


vileg'd from Divorce, as that of Sov! and 
Body, ( which ſcarce will be more ſtrict and 
ſatisfactory.)For, here indced, it our Friends 
do not os our Love or AﬀeRion by un- 
welcome Actions,or their contagious Suffe- 
rings, we commonly dotc on them to a De- 
gree, that, as it were, Reduces God to de- 
priveus Early of thcm,and Snatchour Idols, 
and his Rivals, from us. Bur therc, our,on 
borh fides, compleared Graces, will not only 
Deſerve, but Allow a higher Strain of 
Friendſhip. The near Contemplarion a 
Fruition of the infinircly tranſcendent Per- 
teions of the Creator , keeping all oue 
Kindnefle to the Creatures, nor only Sabor- 
dinate To the Love we owe to God, but 
Groundcd 


i 
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Grounded On it; as Excited Needles, when 
they ſick faſteſt to cach other, owe their 
Union to their having both becn touched by 
the Load-ſtone 3 to which they have theze- 
fore Both of chem ſtronger Inclinations,than 
Eicher ro the Other, 


- There, ly, we (ball atisfaorily S:1.24 


underitand thoſe Decp and Obſcure Myſte- 
ries of Religion ; which the profoundeft 
Clerks that love not to Flatter thdnſelves, 
acknowledge, they are unable fully ro Com- 
prehend ; being, after all the Toyl and In- 

of their anxious Enquiries, reduc'd to 


fit down with the Apoltle's © Bxwo;, .in Ad- Row. tx. 


miration of that Depth, whole Bottom they 33 
eannot Fathom; There we ſhall Undcritand 
thole obſcure paſſages of ( That Divine 
book and uncapable of Flattery ) The Sctip- 
ture, which, notwithſtanding all that Bold 
Criticks, and Learn'd Expoſitors have Ar- 
tempred to illuftrace it, does (till continue in 
many Places; Obſcure. There, diſccrning 
how exquiſitely the ſeveral Parrs of Scrip- 


{| eureare firred ro the feveral Times, Pcrions, 


and Occurrences; wherein thcir all-foreſce- 
ing Auchor intended moſt ule them, we 
thall diſcern not only a Reconcil ableneſleg 
bur a-Friendſhip, and perfe& Harmony be- 
ewixe thoſe Texts, that here ſecm moſt at 
Variance, and ſhall dilcover not only the 

F M Senſe 


K:; 
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lob 8.9 Job,M'e are but of yetterday, and know nothing, Ju 
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Senſe of the Obſcurer paſſages, bur the Re | | 
quiſirencſs of their having been writtenſo | | 
Obſcurely.Thar range and peculiar,as wel, | | 
as otkcrwiſe Cryprical Mcthod and Styled | 
Scripture,which often coſts us ſo much Study þ ; 
ro fd it Rational, we ſhall there diſcover ff 1] 
to be Admirable, and worthy of irs Omni- ff | 
{cient Author, There, I hope, we ſhall have Þ i; 
clearly expounded to us thoſe Ridles df  (} 
Providence, which kave, but too often, || 5, 
Tcmpred ev'n Good-men,to Queſtion Gods f yi 
Condu& in the Government ot the World; fly 
whilſt the Calamitics and Perſccurions dt Byi 
Virtue, and Innocence, ſeem Approv'd byFl 
him,who Accumulares Profperities on thei Fnj 
Cr minal Oppoſers, There, we ſhall be con- 
vinc'd, that all theſe Seeming Irregularirics, 
which the Heathen thought fit ro impure to YPa 
the giddy VWhimfics of a Blind female De-fſp 
ity, are not only Conſiſtent vvith Gods Ju-f 
ſticc and Goodneſs, but are Productions df 
it. And though ſuch a Belict do here to 
Intclligent Pcrions, ſeem perhaps a greatet 
= of Self-denial, than to refrain from 
ine, or Gold, or Miſtrefſes 3 yet in HesE 
ven it vvill appear a* Reaſonable,as here vit 
find ir Difficult, For, as Bildad (peaks mn 


; tetauſe our dayes upon Earth are but a Shadow. 


And the ſhorenefle of our Tranſitory lives 


Seraphick Love; 
not permitting us ro Continue long enough 
Spccatours here, to ſee above a Scene or 
wo at moſt of that great Play, Aced by 
Maiikind upon the Stage of the World, 'ris 
no-wonder, we are apt to harbour fin ſtcr 
thoughts of the Contrivcr of a Plot, wl.oſe 
neither Beginning nor End we arc acquain- 
ted with, Which yer is little leſs Injuricus, 
than *rwere to Cenſure the lotry Ttazedian 
| Sexeca, or ſome otacr marchiefle Artiit, ha- 
ving peruſed bur a Picce of ſome Tragedy, 
whereof the Latter part never arrived at our 
view.* Bur, whcn once Gced's whole Plot (if 
| may ſo ſpeak ) and Conduct inttie Admi- 
heit Yniltrarion of the World, ſhall come to be 
on» YDiſclos'd 3 all choſe Revolutions and Oc- 
ies, Fcurrences of Empires, Staccs, Faniilics, and 
ee t0FParticular Perſons, which men are hcre {0 
De-FIprone ro Quarrel with , will there appear 
; Ju-Ylo Juſt, ſo Requiſire, and ſo Seaſonablc, rhar 
ns df ktoſe very things , which Here tecmprcd us 
re to. Deny God , ſhall There engage us to 
cate Praiſe him 3 and we ſhall nor ſo properly be 
fromPatisfy'd with his Providence, as Raviſh'd. 
Hee Bu theciall ,we ſhall be Tranſported with 
c vt Wonder nay Gratitude, when God ſhall 
ks BSouchſafe ro diſcover to his particular Ser- 


bengants, the Reaſons of his Diſpcnſations to- 
alom:Frards them, and make our to them nor only 


live 


he Neceſſity and Juſtice, but cv'n Merci- 
no... ' Ma fulneſſe 
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:vineſle of thoſe very Aſtiitions, that wete 
more imputc to his Severity , ( no Stroke 
from Gods Paternal Hand, cither lightning 
Sooner, or falling Heavier, or ſtaying Lon- 
ger, than the Occaſion, that Extorred it, 
exactcd ) and convince them, that theit 
Hopes wcre never Diſappointed, bur to Sc- 
cure thcir Title to Better things than thoſe 
they noped for 3 nor their Interiour Inte- 
reſts prejudic'd, bur for the Advantage f 
their Supreme ones, Yes, all thar unwelcome 
Darkneſſe, that here ſurrounded our pur- 
blind Underſtandings, will vaniſh at the 
davvning of that Bright, and ( as St. Peters 
* expretſton may be interpreted ) Eternal 
day 3 vvhercin the Reſolution of all thokc 
Dyfacultic-, vvhich hcre Exercis'd ( and 
perhaps Diſtreſsd) our Faith, ſhall be grar- 
red us to Revvard it, AndI muſt profcſle 
to you, L1:damor, (as Unfaſhionable as ſuch 
a Profctſion may ſeem in a Gentleman nat 


yet Tvvo and Tvventy ) that I find the ſtudy 


ot thoſe excellent Themes, Gods Word,and 
kis Providence, ſo Difficult, and yer ſo Plez- 
ſing and Inviting, chat could Heaven affor 
me no = Bleſſing than a clear Ac 
comprt of the abilruſe Myſteries of Divinin 
and Providcnce, I ſhould value the having 
my Under/-anding Gratift'd and Enrich! 
vvith Truths of ſo Noble and precious a Ni 
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rure z enough to Court Heaven at the rate 
of —_— for itall choſe unmanly Sen- 
ſual ries, and trifling Vanities , tor whuch 
inconſiderate Morrals are wont to fortcit 
the Intercſt their Saviour ſo dearly bought 
them in it. 


Nor ſhall we onely converſe with Saints 5,7 , 5 


and Angels, but with thar infiniccly more 
glorious Deity, that made chem, w.a: they 
are, without at all impoveriſhing b-mlclt, 
In Heaven, we thall enjoy (its Maker) God, 
and ſee Him as he is , who ( as the Scriprure 


relleth us ) (hall then be all zz all: Com- . wn tn 


priſing all the goods, we value in the Crea- ,,, 
tures, a5 Eminently and Fully , as the Sun 
doth the Light char Twinklerh in the 
Starrs, 

If one that was none ofthe leaſt of the 4,ce,,.. 
Philoſophers, ſcrup!'d nor to tell the man 16. 
that ask'd him, VV hat he was born for, thar, 

It was to contemplate the Sun 3 If our bc{k 
Naturaliſts themſelves , though the Daik-+ 
ncſle thar is here caſt upon Things, an4the 
Dimneſſe of our Intelle&ual Eyes, ( which 
I remember Ariſtacle firly compares to thoſe 
of an Owl at Noon-day) permit u+ to dif- . 
cern bur very litcle of chat. Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodnefle , which he has cx- 
prels'd .in the Creation ; are yer often tranſ- 
ported and raviſh'd om juſt RR 
3 
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of the Perfe&t'ons He has diſplayed in hi 
Workmanihip. If the wiſe Queen thar 

came ſo far to viſit Solomon: , was put almoſt 

into an Extaſic, by the fight of his ( though 
Wile, yer Humane) Ordering of things ; 

| Per. x, Andit thc Angels thenſelves ( as St. Peter m- 
12, forms us ) ceſire to look rato the my#ericus 
contrruances of God , in order to Man's Re+ 
dcmption : Fow grcata Sarisfaftion, Dine 

damor, may we juſtly conceive 1t muſt needs 

be, ro be admttted ro See ſo muchof God, 

as Hcavcn will Diſcover to us > Eſpecially, 

ſince ſo much of our furure Happincfſe'will 

conſiſt in that Bearick Viſion , ( as the 
School-men juſtly call it) that St. Fon eon- 

s Wedi.g.2. cluded, thar we ſhall be hike God, becauſe we 
all fie Him as He is. And our Saviour 

himſelt paraphraſcs our Celeſtial felicity 

Mar. 5. 8. by this bleſſed Viſion, where he ſays, Bleſſed 
are the pure tn beart, for they ſhall ſee God: As 

on the other fide, the Writer to the Hee 

brexs employs the being Deni'd the (ſight of 

that divine Objc& , as a Deſcription of ex- 

treme Wiretchedveſle, in that Text, where 

having exhorted thoſe to whom he writcs 

Heb. 12, tO follow peace and holineſſe; he adds, as the 
4. formidabk{t Menace which he could make 
uſe of to Detcrr them from lighting his Ex- 
hortation , Without which no man ſhall ſee 

the Loyd. And by this Viſion- our Sav our 

| ſecms 
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ſeems to deſctibe the happinefſe evcn cf 
Angels wicre, torbidding the Scandalizing 
of any of choſe little ones that believe in 
him, he adds , to entorce what tic had ſaid, 
that their Angels do always ſee the face of bis Mas. 13, 
Father in Heaven. Nc ſhall be ſo taken-up '*: 
with the Contemplation and Fruition cf 
that Glorious Objc ( in whole Infinity ajl 
goods arc included and Dilated) that ages 
numberlefſe as the Joys Thar Beatifick 
Viſion abounds with, will ſcarce afford us 
leafure for a Diverſion to any other Plea- 
{ures-, than thoſe it ſelf creates, Which arc 
ſo Numerous, and ſo Entire, that we ſhall 
there Defirenothing that we Have nor, ex- 
cept more Tongues to ſing more Praiſes ro 
him , 'or art leaft a Capacity ro pay him 
greater Thanks for what we Have. # nd 
cverr thole Defires , Gods gracious Accep- 
tation will make., in being Conceiv'd, Ac- 
compliſh'd > for, otherwile teavens Reft- 
.dents ſcarce know any other Want , than 
that of Necd to Wiſh 3 The Compleat 
Bleſlednfle of their Condition , r: ducing 
tkemtoa happy Uſcleſneſl; of Wiſhes, by 
affording them a full Prz-poſſcſſon cf all 
the Objcas of Defire, There Time, Ike 
Fire, having deſtroy'd Vhar cvcr it could 
prey on, ſhall at laſt Dyeir (elf , and ſhall 
Go Our into Eternity. Whoſe Nature is 

| M 4 ſuc 
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ſuch, that though our Joys, after ſome Cen- 


ixuries of Years, may ſeem to have grown 


Elder, by having becn enjoyed ſo many 
Ages, yet w:ll they really ſtill continue 


New , not onely upon the ſcores of their 


, Welcomenefſe and Freſhnefle , but by 


their pzrperually Equal { becauſe Infinite) 
Diſtance from a Period, There , our Feli- 
city ſhall always be che Same , yer ever 
New. Wearincfſe arguing |mperfeRion, 
cirher in the Objc&, or the Appetite z the 
Former of which is Impoſſible in God , 
and the Latter ſhall ceaſe in Heaven. 
Where our Felicity ſhall be ſogrear , that 
Variety ( it (clt ) ſhall not benceded as a 
Part of it . And if Heavendo admit Varie- 
ty, it may be ſuppoſed ſuch a one, as ſbal! 


* contiit in a Further Knowledge of the Firſt 


For 


Obje&t ( God, ) nor a Forſaking of ir z -and 
ſuch as ariſes from the fixt Beholding of 
the changing-necks of Doves, or ſuch as we 
may ſce in the diverſifi'd RefraQions of 
th- ſame ſparkling Diamond, In God, 
th re is (if l may ſoſpeak ) ſuch a various 
Identity , thar the Frui:zon of him both Sa- 
tisfies arid Creates Deſires :* though That, 
withour Saticry z and THis , without Dil- 
=: Other ' Delights. ,, like the .pfual 

loaths we wear, quickly grow Stale, and 
gre ſoon worn: out 3 whereas CO 
Io RC. Plea» 
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Pleaſures particigate the Prerogative of 
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not Impairing by being uſed Long. But as 
the ki Once joyn's unto the 
Load-ſtone , would never , uncompelld, 
forſake the inchanting Mineral ; bur, after 
Ages, cling no leſle _ to it than ar the 
Moment of their Union : So do the 
Saints in Hcaven , with the ſame Undi- 
miniſh'd freſhnefle , ever poſſeſſe their 
Joys, as if each moment were the Firſt thar 
they poſſeſſl'd them in, And if their Happi- 
nefle do not improve by laſtinger Enjoy- 
menit, *cis perhaps bur becauſe ir was art firſt 
ble of Increaſe, Or, it our Plcaſures 

do admit Acceſſion, they ſhall receive it 
fromour Aſſurance, that we ſhall taſte them 
for Ever, and —_— repeat ( or ra- 
ther continue ) the ſame renew'd Fruitions 
To an Eternity , endear'd by nothing more , 
chan by the quier Leiſure it will afford us , 
undiſtrated|y to Employ it, in Celcbrat- 
ing of the Author's Praiſes 3 and Ina Con- 
dition , happier in that by it we grow palt 
Doing , than paſt Suffering, 11l. In Hea- 
ven, (ina word ) our inexhauſted Joys will 


; beſo Numberleſſe, and ſo Immenſe , that 


we ſhall Need (as well as Have) Ectcrnity it 


 ſelfroraſte them fully, 
Bur, Lindamer 5 it was not my Defign to Se. 26, 


give 


the -—_ Garments in the Wilderneſſe , of 2**4-25-5 it 
ſ 


| 
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give you a particular Topography' of this 
Ceelcſtial Canaan; but onely in a few words 
to let youſee, rhar 'trs a Land flowing with 


Milk and Honey. And though T'acknows- - 


ledge , I have given you but dark Deſcripri- 
ons ( and ſomcrimes rather Poetical than 
Chorographical) of what theApoſltle ſtyles, 
The Inberttauce of the Saints in light : yer 
ſince, 40 whet our Longings , for Fruitive 
( or Experimental) Knowledge it is re- 
ſcrv'd among the Prerogatives of being in 
Heaven, to know how happy we ſhall be, 
when There : And ſihce whatthe Scripture 
hath' reveal'd of Paradife , ſeems meant ra- 
ther to Quicken our* Obedience ; than Sg- 
tisfie our Curiofiry , I may for thoſe pur- 
poles , have perhaps tolerably -perform'd 
chat task ( of Heavenly Topography ) by 
the Acknowledgments of my Difability ro 
do it Worthily. I ſhall now onely add this 
Property of our expcRed Bliſſe , thar the 
vaſt Multitude of Partncrs docs'derract no- 
thing from cach private Share , nor does 
the Publickncfle Ot ir Ieffen Propriety In 
ir. This Occan of Felicity being fo Shoar- 
I fe and ſo Bottomlefle , that al rhe Saints 
and Angels cannot cxhauſt it , it being as 
impoſſible for any Aggregate of Finites , to 
comprehend or cxhanlt one Infinite, as'ris 
for the greateſt number of _—_ 

O1nrs 
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Points toamount to , or conſtitute, a BodY- 
Our neighbour-Regions do all Enjoy the 
benefit of Light as well as We; ycrt we 
enjoy not Lefle , than if they enjoy'd None. 
Indeed , there is this difference between rhe 
Sun of Righteouſneſſe , and thar of Hcaven; 
that , whereas the Latter by his preſenco 
Eclipſes all the Planets ( his Artcndants;) 
the Former., though radiant * with a 
much mightier Splendour , will by his Prc- 
ſence Impart it ro hs Saints : according to 


153 


that of the Apoſtle 3 YYVhen Chriſt who 7s our Col.3.4. 


Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall we alſo appear with 
bimtn Glory, Sothat the Ele& , in relation 
torhis Sun, (ball notbe like Starrs , which 
his ſhining Obſcures and makes to diſap- 
pear; bur like poliſh'd Silver, or w« 11-glaz'd 
Arms, or thoſe vaſter Balls of burnitl.'d 
Brafle , the tops of Churches are ſometimes 
adorn'd with , which ſhine nor vill they be 
(bin'd upon, and derive their glittcring 
Brighrneſle , and all thedazling Fire thar 
environs and illuſtrates them , from their 
being expoſ'd (unskreen'd) rothe Suns rc- 


fulgent Beams. 7 am my beloveds , and my Cant. 6.3. 


beloved is mine , ſays every Saint ( with the 
Spouſe in the Caxtrcles ) to his Redeemer. 
David ſays of them that pur their truſt in 
God. That he ſhall abundantly ſatisfie them 
with the fatneſſe of bis Houſe , and make them 

drink 
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arink of the River of his pleaſures : AS if he 
meant to inſtnuate, that, As when a multi- 
rude of perſons drink of the ſame River, none 
of them is able ro Exhauſt ir, and yct each 
of them may have the full liberty of drink- 
ing as much as he Can , or as much as he 
Could, though none bur Himſelf ſhould be 
Allow'd to drink of it : {ſo , whoſoever en- 
joys God, enjoys him Wholly , or ar leaſt 
doth enjoy him ſo Entirely , in Relation to 
that man's Capacity , that the Fruition of 
wharſoever reſts unenjoy'd of God , is for- 
bidden by che Immenfity of the ObjeR, and 
not the Frzpoſſciſion of his Rivals, The An- 
gels, though of a Nature Differing from 
ours , and thereby plac'd above the perſonal 
Experience of our eingp,and infirmiries, 
do yerſolympathize with us , that ( as our 
Saviour informs us ) they rejoyce at the re- 
pentance of a ſinner. And,though the Mem- 
bers of the Church Militant , and thoſe of 
che Triumphanr, live as far aſunder,as Hea- 
ven is from Earth,and are not more Diſtant 
as to Place, than Differing a5 tro Condition; 
yer St. PasIreckons all the Saints ro be bur 


Eph.3.15, 0e Family in Heaven and Earth, If then the 
diſparity of Reſidences, of Qualirics, and of 


Conditions, cannot Now thunder the Lovers 
of God from being ſo concern'd in one ano- 
ther; how.muchof endearing Kindneſs may 

- we 
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we ſuppoſe, that they will Enterchaige z 
When borh their Love ſhall be Perte&ed , 
and all thoſe other Graces too that are pro- 
per to Cheriſh & Encreaſc it. For,the {ame 
Apoſtle , who, toaſhſt us to conceive the 
Strineſle of the Union both berwixt Chriſt 
and his Saints , and the Saints among them- 


ſelves, tells us, that He rs the Head, and they * Cor. 12; | 


are bis Body, Members in particular; caches 
us to make this Inference, Thar ( to cxpreſle 


55 


his Dodtrine in his own Words) {f'oze Mem- v, 27, #8: 


ber ſuffer, all the Members ſufſer with it ; and 
if owe Member Le honour 'd , all the Members 
rejoyce nuth it; Yes, Lindamor, in that bleſk 
Condition , our Wills being perteQtly con- 
form'd unto our Makers, no Saint nor Angcl 
can enjoy his Love withour poſlcſſing a pro- 
portionate Degreeof Ours. And then, ſince 
perfe& Fricndihip appropriates ro each 
Friend the Crofles and Proſperities of rhe 


other, ( as good Barztillat could nor be high- , 
l by Dauid, than by the Kings 37. 


lier obli 
kindncfle to his Son ) cach feveral Beati 

in Heavcn ſhall ( im ſome ſort concern the 
whole Society, and) be Ours, As Aſtrono- 
mers teach us, that the Earth receives Addi- 
tion of Light by the Suns Beams beſtow'd 
upon the Starrs, and from the lMioon reflet- 
ing upon Her, And becauſe our Perſonal 
Capacities are t00 t00 Narrow , to _ 
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Seraphick Love. 

All that Joy, we are (bythe ſtrange Ariths 
merick of Friendſhip) in a manner multi- 
plid intoas many Perſons, as there 
are Saints and Angels bleſt in Heaven. Our 
perfe& Union to our Common Head , and 
mutual Communion "_ Each _ » ap- 
lying and bringing home every Feliciry of 
Feie to Us. The rar on, Deckovcal 
Sympathy, reaching us cach Glorifi'd Saints 
Blcflednefle , and Him ours, by -2 bleſs'd 
Circulation , which makes us Encreaſe , by 
out Reſenting them , thoſe Joys ( of others ) 
whoſe Encreaſe we Reſent, Bur my 
Thotights are engaged in ſo good Compa- 
ny, Ltndamor, that they keep me from con(i- 
dering; how faſt the Hours paſſe, and have 
almoſt made me forget,that the Time which 
my Occaſions allow'd me for Scribling to 
you, is ſo far ſpent, that not now ar laſt to 
Reprieve you from the Perſccurion of my 
blunt Pen , were to be almoſt as Injurious 
to my own Aﬀeairs, as to your Patience. 
Hercafter yct,I may poſſibly make you ſome 
amends for this, with Riper Diſcoutſes of 
the Nature and Durics , or (if you will) the 
Properties and Returns of this Love, to 
which I have hitherto preſented you Some 
Motives, To ( the laſt of ) which 1 mighr 
add, That, our Love to the Creature is an 
Earneſt , but tro God 'tis a Title 3 che One 
makes 


Seraphick Love, 

makes Us the Obje&'s, but the Other makes 
che Objc& Ours : Thar, ſince there is. in 
Love ſo firange a Magick, as to Transform 
the Lover into the Objet Lov'd ; we 
ought robe excremely carcful of the Dedi- 
cation of a Paſhon , which, as it is plac'd 4 
muſt cither Dignifie our Nature , or De- 
rade it : . and not to Addrefle to any 
ower (or, which is all one, to any Other ) 
Objc& , the Higheſt Intenfiry of a Love , 
which cannot Stoop without our Degrada- 
tion. And thcſc I might cxpatiatcon, and 
Recruit them with many othcr Morves , 
additional to thoſe 1 have alrcady infiftcd 
on 3 but that I may more propcrly reſcrye 
them to the Treatiſe of the Properties of that 
Love, whole Nature ſo partakes That of 
its ObjcR, that there can hardly te produc'd 
more powerful Motives to it than the Con- 
ditions of it, Since then (as I freſhly inti- 
mared) I cannot bur fcar that your nr'd Pa- 
ricnce , as well as my- urgent Occaſions 
(though theſe will recall me ro morrow 
Morning to my own #eſftera Hermitage ) 
doth at preſcnt ſummon me to leave 
you and ſince I cannot do ſo in a happicr 
place than Heaven, I ſhallſuſpend my Fare- 
wells, onely to beg you to believe, that ſo 
Noble a Motive of Exalting Friendſhip , as 
the Ambition of rendring Mine a fir Return 
for Yours, hath ſo improv'd my _— , 
that 
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Seraphick Love. 
that my AﬀeRion without wronging its 
Grant, could not Exprefle ir ſelf by 
any Leſſe Atrempr, than this of gaini g you 
the Greateſt , and the moſt Deſirable of all 
Goods, by elevating (that Noble Harbinger 
of your Soul)your Love,to Heaven : Whoſe 
Joys alone are not Inferiour to thoſe 
which the Being made Inftrumentalto pro- 
cure them you, would really Create in , 


My deareſt Lindanor , 


Your moſt Faithful , moſt AﬀeStc- 
nate, and moſt Humble Servant , 


Ronz:krTt Boris. 


' From Leeſe this 6** 
of Avg, 1648. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hilft this third Edi- 
1102 of the forego- 
t#ng Treatiſe was 
upon fiitſhing , it 
bapned , that a 
Devout and ery 

Y Ingentous Friend 
of the Authors, having pred to bave 
the Peruſal of ſome Occaſional Me- 
ditations that lay by bim , on ſeveral 

Subjetis, met, among others, with that 

which follows; Ard finding the Sub- 

je to be of Affinity with what 15 ra- 
ther Touch'd than Irſitied on, tn the 

65 page of the paſt Treatiſe , Touch- 

ing Mens Inability to Prailc God 

Worthily , aud having a great deal 

of Parttality for the Refleftiion , would 

needs have it annex'd as it was, tothe. 


| rewly finiſh'd Edition © Notygith- 


ſtanding 


L158] 
flanding the Author's baving too juſt 
cauſe to wree , That beſides the - In- 

eatons that are made neceſſary by the 
Swublimity of the Theme , ſuch Occafio- 
nal Papers, eſpecially His , are wont to 
have peculiar Unaccurateneſſes, as being 
deſign'd vather to entertain the Writer 
himſelf , than any other Reader. 


n 


re retires 


An Occaſional Refleftion upen a 
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( Receiv'd in April, 166 2. ) 


Contathtng an Account of what paſſed on 
the KING's Coronation-day, int 4 
little Country Town. 


Þ Need not , Pyrocles , 
afrer what we have 
been reading , tell 
Sas you, that the Writer 
&FÞ of chis Letter thinks 
ve chat both in what he 


has ſaid ofthe King , and in whar he 


has done to Solemnize His Corona- 
tion, he has behav'd himlſelt rarely 
well, ForlI doubt nor , but you caſily 
diſcern by his Way of writing, chat he 
is highly ſatisfied with his Perform-. 
ances, and G_ =_ he ſhall , if 

not 
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not be Thanked by the King, ar leaſt be 


Mentiow'd in the News-book; But 
"twill, Lfear , be requiſite torell you , 
that this honcft Man is not alone of 
his mind; for being his Landlord's 
Bailiff , hc is cſtcem'd at that rate by 
his Neighbours , and look'd upon as a 
Man very conſiderable in his Pariſh 5 
and is pcrhaps thought to havea right 
to Piry moſt of thoſe that do not Ad- 
mire what he has now been doing. 
And yer Youand I, who pretend nor 
ro be Courttcrs , can in his Rural Ex- 
comiums , and in his 4ll contrived way 
of Honouring his Prince,cafily diſcover 
{o much that might have beenMended, 
and fo much that may-be Laughtar, 
that if the King , according ro His 
wonted Gracioutnels., om 4tys 
Aion his Smiles, it wut wot bein 
conſideration of . rhe | 5lle /of 
che Performances to Decafior, 
but , partly as they proceed from a 
Hearty , though ill-expreſs'd, Loyalty 
and Love, and partly as they afford 
Him -a Subje&t 'of Merrimenmt, And 
not onely rhe nice Criticks -, who 
have ſcen thoſe Magnificent Solem- 
nitics, and heard the Eloquent Pg- 
| negyricks, 


Joo - 


P SELESEF., FE TY TY YT I I TRT_—_——_———_— 


L TT - 


» * * © Ob Gon BD GEE 0, FT» EN 


: have ( on other Ri 


x61] 
negyricks , wherewith the principal 
Cities and Aﬀemblics in the Nation 
have thought they did' bur i Part of 
whar they (hould 3 and not onely 
thoſe Afſiduous Countiers , * who by 
the Honour of a nearcr Acceſs hav 
Opportunities ( deni'd to others ) of 
difcovering thoſe Particularitics that 
may beſt give a high Veneration 
for a. Great Perfon and a Great 
Pritce to thoſe that are qualif'd 
to difcern and relliſh ſuch rhings 
not onely thcfe, 1 ſay, will have a 
quirc other Opinion of- the - Rural 
Praifcs,. and Antique Ceremonics that 
were fo well lik'd a hundred mites 
from Lodoz ; bur this Country-man - 
himfclt , if he were admittcd xo the 
Court , and bred a while there , 
would in time ſcefo great a diſtance 
betwixt what he Has done , and 
what a Perfon better bred Might have 
done, that he could not remember 
without Bluſhes, what he now looks 
with Triumph. 

0 now I a on this occaſion 
confeſs ro You , Pyrorles , thar I 
{Gs ) ſeveral rtmes 

been revolving in my thoughts , what 
the Angels think of thoſe Praiſes 
N 3 and 
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and Deſcriptions of God that. Men 
deviſe 5 ( For I intend nor here : x0 
ſpeak of thoſe the Scripture: ſug- 
geſt.) and wherein we are moſt Ap- 
plauded by others , and do oftcn- 
times perchance Applaud our ſclves. 
For thoſe C celcftial Courticrs ( if 
I may ſo call them ) have ſeveral 
Advantages to afli;t them in the 
Celebration of our common Maſter, 
which we poor Mortals want. »- For 
firſt , They are free from thoſe 'Sel- 
fiſh. and Inordinate Aﬀeions, that 
too, often hinder us, cither from Dif- 
cerning the Exccllency of divers ef 
God's Attribures and Ways , or 
from duly Acknowledging ir.: The 
have no Sins to keep them from dc 
crying the Juſtncſs of what he does; 
Ticy have no Ingratitude to oppoſe 
the tuller Feſcntments of F15 Good- 
ncſs, and rhey are not tempted , not 
ro diſcern and adore His Wiſdom , 
tor fcar thcy ſhould appear Cul- 
pable for repining at His Diſpenſa- 
tions. And indced their Longevity 
_ allowing them the full Proſpect from 
end to end, of thoſe intricate tranſ- 
ations of Providence , of which 
*  ſhort- 
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ſhort-liv'dMortals do commonly ſee bur 
a partzrhey are queſtionlcſs far more ſa- 
tish'd with the incomparably better 
Contrivances they diſccrn in the Man- 
agement of human Afeairs, than weare 
with the Condud or Plors of the moſt 
Siltully written Plays and Romances. 
Befides, Trnole happy Spirits, of whonz 
the Scriprure tells us , that / hey Hand, 
before God , and that they continu- Meh.o. 
ally fee His face, have by that Pri- 
vilege rice blclt Op,ortunities of dif- 
covcring in the Deity they Contem- 
plate and Serve ,” many Exccllen- 
cies, which even 1 iy could never bur 
by Experience have. form'd any 
thoughts of 5 and they fee in one 
anothcrs Soulemn &dorations and 
Praiſes a way of Honouring the Ob- 
je of them, ſo much tranſcending 
the utmoſt of what We hcre aim ar, 
that their Homages to thcir Crea- 
tor may well be ſuppoy'd of a far 
Nobler Kind than our-. And laſtly, 
When 1 conſider how much Icſs un- 
worthy Thoughts and Exprefſions 
rouching Things Divine the ſame 
Perſon may have , when come to his 
full Maruriry of Age and Parts, and 

N 4 whilſt 
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whilſt he was bur a' Child. inborh; 
and when L conader- , - how: much 
more- Advantageous Concepuons'of 
the Wiſdom dilplayed in the Uni- 
verſc, andparticulariy in the Contri- 
vance of a Human Body, one tl as is 
a tive Philoſopher, and a skiltub-A- 
natomiſt may have, in compariſon of 
a man illircrate, and unacqva nted 
with Diſſctions: When, b ſay, 1 
conlider theſe things , and compare 
the dim Twi-light of Human Intel- 
Ic&s in this Lite, with that Clear and 
Radiant Light which the Scripture 
alcribesro Angels, I cannor bur-rhink, 
thar having to the Privilege” of a 
mrch Nearer Acccſs than 15 allow'e 
Ut to contemplate» God's PerteRi- 
e113 , the Advantage of having incom- 
parably more Illuminated Intellc&& tro 
apprchend them with , they mult 
frame othergueſs Conceprions of the 
Divine Attributes ,- _ glorific the 


Poſicflor at anothergucts Rate, than 
is al.owed ro Thoſe ,- whoſe Under- 
ſtandings are ſo 'dim , and whole 
Reſidence "is ſo remote from that 
ble{s'd Place , where the PerfeRtions 
they would Extol are moſt Diſplay'd. 
© 4 Aſſiſted 
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Aſſiſted by theſe and the: like Ads. 
vantages , Pyrocles , thole happy Spi- 
xies may well frame Nations , and 
employ Exprefſhons in , honour of 
their Maker, ſo far tranſcending Ours 
that though the Angels Goodnels 
keeps them, doubtleſs, trom behold- 
ing them with Contempt 3 yet we 
may well think, thcy look upon them 
with ſuch a kind of Picy, as chas 
wherewith great Wires and Cour- 
ticrs look upon the Miſtakes. and 
lmperfc&ions of what they Did:agd 
Writ, when they were but Schgol- 
boys 3 and as that wherewich , when 
we (hall be admitted ro the Soctery 
of the Angels , we ſhall--look bags 
upon our former ſelves. . No ,, 
zocl:s ,* ro Praiſe God is a Debrt.,, 
which though we ſhould ever. ; be 
Paying , we muſt always - Owe , 
not-onely becauſe che. renued Ohli-. 
__ will laſt as long as we , 
ut becauſe, though rhe entire Sum 
were poſſible to be paid , we have 
no Coyn of the Value chat would 
be requiſite to make a Payment, of 
that nature. *Tis true indeed , that 
fome men ſay much More than others 


upon 
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upon 2 Subjet , on which none 
can'{ay Enough, and which cven the 
Spirits of juſt men made perfets Can 
bur imperfealy celebrate. It may 
be' too , that the Praiſes we pay to 
God procure U5 ſome from Men, 
and pcrhaps even from Orators and 
Encomiaſts ; and though | hope no 
Man: can ſo far flatter himſclf, as to 
think he can Flattcr what he can nc- 
yer do Right ro; yer the Zealouſncſs 
of -our Endcavours, and the Ap- 
aſe that others cntcrtain them 
th, may perhaps rempr us to think, 
char" becauſe in our Expreſſions we 
ſat Surpaſs'd our Selves , we have 
#mo7% Equall d our Theme: as it ro 
make -obr Praiſcs roo great for- any 
ethcr Sub , were {ſufficient ro 
make them great enough for God. 
Bir alas, how widely muſt we be 
miſtaken , fince our . Expreſſions , if 
we ſpeak ſenſe, can at beſt bur fully 
fepreſent our Conceptions, and rhote 
bems bvr the Notions of a Finite 
Ctearure-, muſt 'necds fall cxtreme- 
ly Tort of PerteCtions which were 
not whar they are, if they were not 
Infinice, No , when we . have em- 
07H play'd 
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loy'd li whe 1 rbol d 
rlie- loſric oles , an 
exhauſted all the Okbenring To- 
picks and Figures ' of Rhetorick 3 
when we have dreſt Metaphyſical 
Abſtraftions 'n Pocrick Raptures 3 
wen We have ranſack'd what ever 
chings are moſt Excellent among the 
Creatures , and* having Defacared 
them , and Pil'd them up rogether » 
have made that Heap bur a Riſe to 
rake our ſoaring flight from 3 when 
we have fumm'd up and left Beneath 
our Exprcſhons all that we arc hcre 
wont to acknowledge Above them 3 
nay , when Inſtrudtcd as well as In- 
flam'd and Tranſported by that' x» * Tim-6: 
acceſſible Light , that is Tubabited © 
by what we Adore, we ſeem Rais'd 
and Elevatcd above all- chat is Mor- 
tal , and above our ſclves, and ſay 
things, that nothng cl{c could cirher 
Inſpire ot Merit 3 even thez, 1 fay , 
thoſe Expreſſions, which any other - 
wiſe- apply'd would be Hyperboles , 
do - bur expreſs our Devotion ,. not 
the Divine Objcef it', and declare 
Fow much -we "honour Him ,. ra- - 
ther than Vhar He 'is. | And in- 
dced ,-none *burt the Poſfcſſor of an 
ng Infinite 
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Infinite Intelle&-can be able to fay, 
what the Poſſeffor of other  lufinuc 
Perfe&ions, deſerves to: have. {aid of 
Him. And what ever zcalous $kill 
we Praife God with, we do-far lcls 
Honour Him than Injure Him, i 
we think our afpiringeſt Praifes can 
arrive ſo far, as, I ſay not to Reach , 
bur ſo much as to Approach their 
Subje&. 

But Ict not this incvitable Impo- 
tence ( Pyrocles.) Trouble , or Dil- 
courage Us. Thoſe bleficd, Sonls 
that fo/low the Lamb mbitherfaeuer he 
2$9es, da({ as we arc taught inthe Apu- 


. .calypſe} makeir. choir, Buſineſs , and 
\ find. it their Happineſs, to fpend a 


great. part of chcir Ercrnity in Ex- 
rolling Him ,, by whom they are 
plagd.in a Conduion, where they 
can have no Employment , bur whar 
15. Holy and Novle.. And cvcn here 
tow. the. Praifing of God is a-work, 
wherein we Imitatc, though we do 
riot, Equal, the; Angels, and are bu- 
ſiedih rhe lane Frap ment, though 
not with: the. fame:;Skill. Nay, Hea- 
ven it ſelf exempys; not; irs Reſidents 
from an Imyotcnce which, belongs 
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x0 Creatnres , notas they are Imptr- 
#c& ones, but as they are 'Crcatures, 
Even the Members of the Church 
Triumphant do- tor Triumph 'over 
this neceſlary Impotence z their Praiſes 
may necd Pardon, cven in a Place 
where they can Sm no more : and 
chcy can expeR - but ' from God's 
Goodneſs the Acceptance bf theſe 
Praiſes, that arc Improv'd as well as 
Occaſion'd, even by rheir being made 
Parrakers of his Glory. Nay , even 


1n the Propher {ſatab's Exftatick Viſion, Ela. 6. s. 


the Scraphims themſelves , thar are 
introduced as anſwering one ano» 
thers glad Acclamarions to God-, 
are likewiſe repreſented as 'Coveri 

( out of rcſpe& ) their Faces wi 

cheir Wings. But, Pyrocles , asT was 
laying, this unavoidable Diſability ro 
lay things Worthy of God, need nor 
at all trouble us; ſizce we pay our 
Homages to one,whoſe Goodneſs our 
expreflions can as little equal, asrhey 
canhis other Arnributes. He thar Cre- 
ared us, will not {mpute it to us , 
that we a& but as 'Creatures ; And 
fince he has declar'd , that where 


there is a willing Mind. aman 1s ac- — 


cepted 
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cepted according to what he has , and 
wot . according to what he has nat; 
The | Imporcgce I have becn ſpeak- 
ing ,of ought to- bring us rather Joy 
than "Trouble , iince the infinite Di- 
ſtance berwixr us , withour leſſening 
his favourable Acceptance of our 
Praiſes , {uppoles the boundleſs Per- 
feRions of Him , whom thoſe Praiſes 
(through his Goodneſs ) help to give 
us an Intereſt ins; And no Son would 
repine at His Royal Father's Great- 
nels, how Immenſc however , being 
ſure that Greatneſs would nor leffen 
his. Kindneſs, For *cis leſs Deſirable 
to. be able ro deſcribe the Power and 
Excellencics of him we have an In- 
tereſt in; than to havean Ineecrelt 1n 
one, whole Power and Goodneſs 


exceeds what ever We can Say Or 


Fancy of them. 

.. Toconclude , Pyrocles , fince on the 
one fide God is moſt truly ſaid in the 
Scripture to. be ſo Glorious , that be ts 
Exalted above all Bleſſing and Praiſe, 
and conſequently , though 7 cowld ( to 
uſe Sr. Paul's phraſe ) ſpeak with the 
Tongues of Men and Angels , yet the 
higheſt things I could ſay of the Di- 


vine . 
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vine Perkc@ions, muſt nceds be there- 
fore tar Below them , tecaulſe a Grea- 
cure were able to ſay them. And ſince 
on the other fide it 15 of Us Men, that 


God vouchſates to ſay , #hoſo offereth pr.go. 13. 


Praiſe, glorifieth Me 5 and his tran- 
ſ{cendenr Excellency is ſo far from be- 
ing inconſiſtent with a reſembling 
Graciovincle, that ſuch a Benignity is 
one of the moſt conſpicuous parts of 
i ; I will nor forbcar to pay my Praiſes 
unto one , whoſe Deſerving infinitely 
more than | can offcr , keeps him nor 
from Accepting as much lefs tl.an he 
deſcrves. But then i muſt not Preſume 
to fill my month with bis Praiſes, with- 
out Senſibly acknowledging, that there 
is not_ any Subject , whereon my Ex- 
preſhons can more want Eloquence , 
than on this Subje& , even Eloquence 
itſelf would want Expreffions, 
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